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The Brooks Bawden Moore Weekly Update and Analysis highlights the previous week’s floor and committee activities within the US Senate and 

House of Representatives, and this week’s congressional activities that relate to law enforcement and homeland security matters. The weekly 

update also lists legislation introduced the previous week, which may be of interest to the law enforcement and homeland security 

communities. Please let us know if you would like to know more about any of the items described in the update. Additionally, please feel free to 

distribute this product as you see fit. 
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This week, the House and Senate were in recess. 

  

However, the House Judiciary Committee held an emergency hearing and called its members back to debate and vote on gun safety measures. 

The Committee voted and approved the measures along party lines Thursday night, and the full House will consider the measure next week. The 

legislation would raise the age to purchase a semiautomatic weapon from 18 to 21 years old, limit the sale and possession of large-capacity 

magazines, create new federal offenses for gun trafficking, regulate the storage of firearms on residential properties, and regulate "ghost guns". 

You can read more about this activity here. 

  

At the same time, a bipartisan group in the Senate is attempting to come up with a compromise on gun legislation. Proposals on red flag laws, 

safe storage of firearms, mental health programs, school safety upgrades and expanded background checks are among the measures being 

discussed.  
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BJA'S Public Safety Officer Medal of Valor Nominations Now Open 

  

On June 1, 2022, the Office of Justice Programs' Bureau of Justice Assistance opened the nomination period for the Public Safety Officer Medal 

of Valor Program. Click on the hyperlinked program name for more information. 

Public Safety Officer Medal of Valor 

Each year, the Bureau of Justice Assistance recognizes public safety officers in law enforcement, firefighting, and emergency services for their 

exceptional acts of bravery in the line of duty. Recipients are considered at the federal, state, and local review boards and are honored by the 

President or Vice President during an awards ceremony in Washington, D.C. 

The Public Safety Officer Medal of Valor is awarded to a federal, state, and local public safety officer who has exhibited exceptional courage, 

extraordinary decisiveness and presence of mind, and unusual swiftness of action, regardless of his or her own personal safety, in the attempt 

to save or protect human life. The MOV Program is currently accepting nominations for events that take place between June 1, 2021 and May 

31, 2022 only. 

This is the highest national award for valor by a public safety officer. 
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Nominations; All nominations must come from/be submitted at the direction of the agency head for the public safety agency that employs the 

nominee(s). A separate online nomination is required for each nominee, and can only serve to nominate for a single event that occurred during 

the current eligibility period.  

Deadlines;   Nominations are due by 5:00 p.m. (ET) on August 1, 2022.  

 

 

New Federal Data Shows Marijuana is Major Factor in Emergency Department Visits Among Youth 

 

(Washington, D.C.) - Earlier this week, preliminary data from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration's (SAMHSA) 

Drug Abuse Warning Network (DAWN) was published for the first time since its discontinuation in 2011. DAWN is a nationwide public 

health surveillance system that records drug-related emergency department visit data. This year's report, containing data collected in 

2021, shows troubling trends, particularly among youth, related to marijuana use. 

  

The report revealed that marijuana-related emergency department visits were 6.41, 2.34, and 1.59 times more frequent than fentanyl-, 

cocaine-, and heroin-related visits, respectively. Additionally, marijuana was the most common drug in polysubstance alcohol-related 

visits, at 30.60%. And alcohol was the most common drug in polysubstance marijuana-related visits, at 52.74%. In total, marijuana was 

the primary cause of  10.78% of emergency department visits, making it the fourth most cause of drug-related emergency department 

visits. 

  

Marijuana is by far the leading cause of youth drug-related emergency department visits. There were more than twice as many 

emergency department visits from marijuana than from opioids, meth, and cocaine combined for those ages 18 and under. This age 

bracket accounted for 8.86% of marijuana-related visits. In comparison, they only accounted for 1.18% of alcohol-related visits, 1.23% of 

cocaine-related visits,1.04% of meth-related visits, and 0.39% of heroin-related visits. 
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Males made up 61.40% of marijuana-related visit patients. White patients accounted for 50.25% of the visits, with Black patients being 

second at 23.87%, and Asian patients third at 1.22%. 

  

"This report confirms that marijuana poses a significant health risk, especially to our children," said Dr. Kevin Sabet, president and co-

founder of Smart Approaches to Marijuana (SAM) and a former senior drug policy advisor to the Obama Administration. "This is a 

problem driven by legalization and the sale of high-potency products that get in the hands of young people. The data published by 

SAMHSA is yet another reminder that public health needs to be at the forefront of marijuana policy." 
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Oklahoma Police Department Opens New State-of-the-Art Training Center 

  

The doors to Enid Police Department's new training center have officially opened. 

  

Police officials said the center's 300-degree, five-screen VirTra training simulator, which has around 300 scenarios, is the first of its kind 

in Oklahoma. 

  

Enid Police Chief Bryan Skaggs said the "state-of-the-art" facility, which has a classroom that can seat 50 people and the virtual shooting 

simulation system, is helping EPD accomplish a goal to become the main regional training center for area law enforcement. 

  

"I think we're well on our way to that," Skaggs said. 

  

The training center was first proposed to Enid City Commissioners in February 2020, and construction at 400 W. State, across from the police 

department, began last year around early April. The center sits on what used to be the city of Enid's skate park. 

  

EPD Lt. Nick John, of the department's training division, said the process of moving into and using the building started three months ago. 

  

"We've been hosting classes here at the training center — not just for us, but for other agencies throughout Northwest Oklahoma," John said. 

  

"Like Chief Skaggs mentioned, we want to make good training available to all agencies in this area, without them having to drive across the 

state." 

Capt. Warren Wilson, over EPD's training division, said the department can now host two classes at the same time — one inside the training 

center and one inside the station. The two classrooms can be used for police academies' initial Council on Law Enforcement Education and 

Training (CLEET) certification and for continuing education and training for seasoned officers. 



  

The simulator gives officers the opportunity to practice using multiple skills such as communication, de-escalation and marksmanship at the 

same time in possible tense situations, Wilson said. 

  

"The ultimate keys to success in law enforcement is to perform these skills at a high level while making the correct decisions in rapidly unfolding, 

complex situations," Wilson said. "This type of reality-based training integrates all of those skills and inoculates the officer to stress." 

  

John said instructors operating the computer are able to select different options in scenarios based on what officers do and say in each one. 

  

"If the officer has done a great job of communicating, I can make the person in the simulation comply and give up," John said. "If the officer is 

not doing a great job at communicating, I can make that person in the simulation become hostile." 

  

Wilson said officers are able to run through scenarios multiple times, if needed, until they get particular tactics down correctly. 

  

"This allows us to do that in a much more realistic environment," Wilson said. "We never want them to end on a bad outcome. Even though 

some of these outcomes are incredibly difficult, ... we want them to get as good as they possibly can." 

  

Several city officials such as Mayor George Pankonin and City Commissioner Derwin Norwood went through the simulator on Wednesday. 

Pankonin said he thought the simulator is a great tool for law enforcement to have, and Norwood said it was "well-worth the money spent." 

  

"I didn't know what to expect, but once we got in there, it was amazing," Norwood said. "There was more to it than what I thought. I didn't 

know you'd have that real life feeling, when your body began to react to it. ... I learned a few things from just being in there." 

  

Community members will have the chance to tour the training center during an open house event from 10-11:30 a.m. Saturday, June 4. 

 



Articles of Interest 

  

FBI Director: Texas shooting highlights concern over lone actors 

FBI Director Christopher Wray said that Tuesday’s shooting in Uvalde, Texas, is the latest example highlighting the bureau’s concerns about the 

risks posed by lone-wolf actors.“Unfortunately, this tragedy, as well as the recent tragedy in Buffalo and way too many before, reinforced what 

we in the FBI have been so concerned about for so long, and that is the threat of lone actors,” Wray told lawmakers on the Senate 

Appropriations Committee on Wednesday during a review of the agency’s budget. 

“It’s that threat that we continue to be most concerned about here in the homeland,” he added. 

Read More 

Despite ample school security plan, Texas shooter found gaps 

Robb Elementary School had measures in place to prevent this kind of violence. A fence lined the school property. Teachers were ordered to 

keep classroom doors closed and locked. Students faced regular lockdown and evacuation drills. 

But when an 18-year-old man arrived Tuesday at the school in Uvalde, Texas, intent on killing children, none of it stopped him. Security failures 

allowed the shooter to massacre 19 students and two teachers, school safety experts say. The shooting already has led to calls to fortify schools 

further, on top of millions spent on equipment and other measures following earlier shootings. But more security offers drawbacks, with no 

guarantee of an end to mass violence. In the worst case, as in Uvalde, it could backfire. “You can do the best job you can to prevent a school 

crisis, but we cannot read the minds of all the criminals who are out there,” said Ronald Stephens, executive director of the National School 

Safety Center, a nonprofit that works with schools across the country. “We cannot prevent all crime.” 

Read More 

The U.S. Justice Department will review the law enforcement response to Uvalde shooting 

The U.S. Justice Department said on Sunday that it will review the law enforcement response to the mass shooting in Uvalde, Texas, at the 

request of its mayor, Don McLaughlin. “The goal of the review is to provide an independent account of law enforcement actions and responses 

that day, and to identify lessons learned and best practices to help first responders prepare for and respond to active shooter events,” the 

Justice Department said in a statement. Law enforcement agencies in Uvalde have faced withering criticism from parents and community 

leaders as it became clear that they did not intervene quickly to stop a teen gunman from murdering 21 people, including 19 children. Although 
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officers from the local Uvalde police, the county sheriff’s department and the federal Border Patrol arrived at Robb Elementary School soon 

after a gunman arrived with the intent of murdering students and teachers, they were ordered not to storm the classrooms. 

Read More 

Racist and violent ideas jump from web's fringes to mainstream sites 

On March 30, the young man accused of the mass shooting at a Tops grocery store in Buffalo surfed through a smorgasbord of racist and 

antisemitic websites online. On BitChute, a video sharing site known for hosting right-wing extremism, he listened to a lecture on the decline of 

the American middle class by a Finnish extremist. On YouTube he found a lurid video of a car driving through Black neighborhoods in 

Detroit.Over the course of the week that followed, his online writing shows, he lingered in furtive chat rooms on Reddit and 4chan but also read 

articles on race in HuffPost and Medium. He watched local television news reports of gruesome crimes. He toggled between “documentaries” 

on extremist websites and gun tutorials on YouTube. 

The young man, who was indicted by a grand jury last week, has been portrayed by the authorities and some media outlets as a troubled 

outcast who acted alone when he killed 10 Black people in the grocery store and wounded three more. In fact, he dwelled in numerous online 

communities where he and others consumed and shared racist and violent content. 

Read More 

Texas shooting highlights how guns are the leading cause of death for US kids 

The mass shooting at an elementary school in Uvalde, Texas, Tuesday has put the spotlight back on recent data showing that firearm injuries are 

the No. 1 cause of death among children and adolescents in the United States.A total of 19 children, mainly third and fourth graders -- as well as 

two teachers -- were killed at Robb Elementary, in what President Joe Biden referred to as an act of "carnage." t's an all-too-familiar story in 

which communities are left wondering in the aftermath how to best keep children safe. "It's a senseless act of violence," Dr. Jason Goldstick, an 

associate professor of emergency medicine at the University of Michigan, told ABC News. "You shouldn't be expected to be exposed to violence 

when going to school like that." 

And it comes just a month after the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention released data showing guns were the No. 1 killer of children and 

adolescents in 2020. 

Read More 
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Op-Ed- Our clinics meet mental health needs and lighten the load on police. Let's go nationwide- Roy Blunt and Debbie Stabenow 

President John F. Kennedy signed a revolutionary piece of legislation into law on Oct. 31, 1963. No longer would Americans with behavioral 

health issues be warehoused in asylums. Instead, the Community Mental Health Act would fund clinics so that people with mental health issues 

and addiction could receive help right in their own communities. Less than a month later, Kennedy was tragically assassinated in Dallas. And, 

sadly, his goal never came to pass. 

But thanks to our bipartisan work in the Senate, we're getting closer and closer to finally seeing Kennedy’s vision of comprehensive, community-

based care become reality. 

Read More 

51 people shot over Memorial Day weekend in Chicago, the most violent in five years 

Chicago experienced its most violent Memorial Day weekend in five years — 9 killed, 42 wounded — despite stepped up police patrols and a 

focus on neighborhood programs that city officials hoped would provide peaceful alternatives. 

About half of those shot were on the West Side, most of them in a single police district, the 11th, where there were two mass shootings on 

Sunday. On the South Side, at least 23 people were shot. And downtown, where there has been a spike in shootings all year, four people were 

hit by gunfire.The weekend was the most violent since 2017, when seven people were killed and 45 people were wounded, according to 

Chicago police data. The year before, 69 people had been shot over the long holiday weekend. 

Read More 

 

Recent BBM Blog Posts 

If you would like to subscribe to the BBM blog to receive more timely updates, please email Melissa Nee at mnee@bbm-dc.com. 

• White House Fact Sheet: Biden-Harris Administration Highlights Strategy to Address the National Mental Health Crisis 

• FBI Releases 2021 and First Quarter 2022 Statistics from the National Use-of-Force Data Collection 

• The Hill: Senate Judiciary to hold hearing on domestic terrorism following Buffalo shooting 

•  
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House Judiciary Committee Markup 

H.R 7910 the “Protecting Our Kids Act” 

Thursday, June 2, 2022 

 

 

  

The House and Senate were on Memorial Day Recess and did not consider any legislation of interest on the floor. 
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Last Week's Hearings & Markups 

House Homeland Security Committee- "Examining DHS’ Efforts to Improve Processing for International Visitors"- May 24, 2022 

House Energy and Commerce Committee- “Strengthening our Communications Networks: Legislation to Connect and Protect”- May 24, 2022 

House Appropriations Department of Homeland Security Subcommittee- “Fiscal Year 2023 Budget Request for the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency”- May 25, 2022 

House Appropriations Department of Homeland Security Subcommittee- “Fiscal Year 2023 Budget Request for the United States Secret Service”- 

May 25, 2022 

Senate Appropriations Commerce Justice Science and Related Agencies Subcommittee-“ A Review of the President’s Fiscal Year 2023 Funding 

Request for the Federal Bureau of Investigation”- May 25, 2022 

Senate Judiciary Committee- “Nomination Hearing of Steven M. Dettelbach, of Ohio, to be Director, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and 

Explosives”- May 25, 2022 

Senate Judiciary Committee Markup- “S. 3635, Public Safety Officer Support Act of 2022 (Duckworth, Cornyn, Durbin, Tillis, Booker, Leahy)”- 

May 26, 2022 

House Homeland Security Transportation and Maritime Security Subcommittee- “ The State of the Transportation Security Administration”- May 

26, 2022 

 

 

Legislation Introduced This Week 

Date Introduced Bill Number Sponsor Description 

5/31/2022 HR 7914 Rep. Clay Higgins ( R-LA-3) 

A bill to prohibit the use of Federal funds to carry out President Biden's 

Executive Order on Policing. 

5/31/2022 HR 7910 Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D-NY-10) 

Protecting Our Kids Act- This bill contains a series of gun 

safety  measures that include raising the required age to purchase 

assault style rifles, safe storage laws,  and restrictions on ghost guns, 

bump stocks, and high capacity magazines. 
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Legislation Considered Last Week 

House 

Senate 

HR. 350- Domestic Terrorism Prevention Act of 2022 (Not Passed) 

 

Upcoming Events / Conferences 

 

Major Cities Chiefs Association/PERF Joint Conference 

May 31-June 3- San Fransisco, CA 

  

MCCA 2022 Intelligence Commanders Summit 

July 20- July 21- Las Nevas, NV 

  

2022 World Gang Summit 

Sep. 6-8- Atlanta, GA 

  

NNOAC Conference- Rescheduled 

July 24-July 27 - Washington D.C. 

 

Congressional Calendar 
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About BBM 

 

Brooks Bawden Moore, LLC is a team of experienced professionals who serve as trusted advisors to law enforcement, homeland security, and 

intelligence practitioners and solution providers.   

  

Our government relations practice helps clients advance critical policy priorities with Congress, federal agencies, and state legislatures.  Our 

Capitol Hill experience and track record of successful advocacy for public safety causes is unmatched.  Our business strategy consulting practice 

enables companies to connect innovative products and services with market needs.  Through decades of service we have built a deep network 

of relationships at the local, state, and federal levels. 
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