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The Brooks Bawden Moore Weekly Update and Analysis highlights the previous week’s floor and committee activities within the US 

Senate and House of Representatives, and this week’s congressional activities that relate to law enforcement and homeland security 

matters. The weekly update also lists legislation introduced the previous week, which may be of interest to the law enforcement and 

homeland security communities. Please let us know if you would like to know more about any of the items described in the update. 

Additionally, please feel free to distribute this product as you see fit. 
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The House and Senate were in recess this week. 

  

The team at Brooks Bawden Moore wishes all our friends, family, partners, and readers a Happy Easter and Passover weekend. 
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Dean Kueter Joins BBM 

The Brooks Bawden Moore team is very pleased to announce that Dean M. Kueter Jr. has joined the BBM team. Dean comes to us 

after a distinguished 16-year career in the federal government. Many of our readers already know and have worked with Dean as he 

has been a strong and effective advocate for public safety at all levels of government. 

  

Dean served at the U.S. Department of Justice for nearly 12 years and was a Law Enforcement Advisor to the Attorney General. In 

2019, Attorney General William P. Barr appointed Dean as the Executive Director of the President’s Commission on Law Enforcement 

and the Administration of Justice, which conducted the first comprehensive review of the criminal justice system in more than 50 years. 

Prior to his appointment to the Commission, AG Barr asked him to establish the State and Local Law Enforcement Coordination 

Section, a new division within the Office of Legislative Affairs at the Department of Justice. 

  

Before establishing the State and Local Law Enforcement Coordination Section, Dean was Chief of Intergovernmental Affairs at the 

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms and Explosives (ATF). He also has served as ATF’s Chief of Legislative Affairs. Prior to 

joining ATF, Dean held two senior positions at the Office of Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS). He was Chief of Staff and 

prior to that, he was the Assistant Director for External Affairs. 

  

https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=iT6t8yxCYRzpAro&b=VHgRD6pZaG4.9fIPl3PZpg


Prior to his Executive Branch service, Dean served as a senior advisor at Lafayette Group, a public safety consulting firm, where he was 

the Major Cities Chiefs Association (MCC) Washington representative. Before joining Lafayette Group, Dean spent nearly 10 years as 

the Director of Government Affairs at the National Sheriffs’ Association (NSA) where he represented the interests of our nation’s more 

than 3,000 elected sheriffs. 

  

Dean has Capitol Hill, campaign, and election experience. He spent twelve years as a Chief Election Judge in Montgomery County, 

Maryland. He worked in the office of U.S. Representative Peter Blute where he was responsible for law enforcement and public safety 

issues and early in his career, he worked on three congressional campaigns and one ballot referendum. 

  

Dean is a graduate of Boston College where he studied political science and philosophy. 
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Justice Department Announces New Rule to Modernize Firearm Definitions 

Rule Addresses ‘Ghost Gun’ Proliferation 

 
Read More About It Here 

  

 

 

 

 

BBMs Latest Podcast- Please check out BBM’s latest podcast – A Discussion with IADLEST on National Training Standards. 

  

Training is critical to good policing, but it’s oftentimes the least understood area when we discuss policing and criminal justice 

reform.  During this session, Peggy Schaefer – IADLEST’s National Certification Program Director – goes through the ins and outs of 

training – what constitutes good training, what policymakers should be thinking about when they consider proposals to improve training, 

and most importantly, how IADLEST can be a resource for law enforcement. 
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Listen Here 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The National Fusion Center Association hosted its Annual Training Event in Alexandria, Virginia this week. The event was the largest 

training event in the Association's history. Department of Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas, Federal Bureau of 
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Investigations Director Chris Wray, CISA Director Jen Easterly, the National Counterterrorism Center Director Christine Abizaid, and the 

Senior Official Performing the Duties of Under Secretary for the Department of Homeland Security Office of Intelligence and 

Analysis Melissa Smislova attended the event as keynote speakers. 
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Special note of congratulations for our own, Ron Brooks, who was recognized as the 2020 Thomas J. O'Reily Lifetime Achievement 

Award Winner. Ron, pictured below, with the 2021-2022 Lifetime Achievement Award Winner, NFCA President Mike Sena. 
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Articles of Interest 
Merrick Garland: ghost guns are real guns. And we'll regulate them to save lives 

Law enforcement officers across the country increasingly find there is no way to trace certain guns they recover from crime scenes. 

Because these guns are not marked with serial numbers, there is no way to track their origins or their owners. And because they are 

sold without a background check, anyone can buy them.  

They truly are "ghost guns." These unmarked guns are easy to buy, particularly in the form of a build-your-own kit that allows someone 

to quickly turn parts in a box into a gun capable of firing a bullet. Last year, President Joe Biden and I announced that I had directed the 

federal agency responsible for regulating firearms, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, to modernize our 

regulations to reflect the fact that today's firearms need not be cast or forged but can be created from kits and by 3D printers. The 

Department of Justice committed to take action to prevent criminals and other prohibited people from easily purchasing untraceable 

guns. 

Read More  

Why Biden's executive order on policing is still up in the air 

The Biden White House is struggling to reshape an executive order on police accountability three months after a leaked draft drew 

sharp opposition from law enforcement groups, putting the initiative at risk at a time when violent crime is rising and civil rights groups 

have expressed frustration over the pace of reform. 

Police organizations said they remain in talks with Biden’s domestic policy adviser, Susan Rice, and other senior aides. But nearly two 

years after the police killings of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor and others sparked nationwide protests and demands for change, the 

White House has offered no timeline for the release of the order or details of what it might include.The parties have reached general 

agreement on some key issues, including creating national standards for the accreditation of police departments and a decertification 

registry of officers who commit violations, said Jim Pasco, executive director of the Fraternal Order of Police. Those changes are aimed 

https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=iT6t8yxCYRzpAro&b=_8MJoS.iVDTpMsfMQTShpQ


at boosting accountability by ensuring basic policing standards across the country and limiting the ability of bad officers to get jobs 

elsewhere. 

Read More  

 

Biden picks prosecutor for top role at gun regulations agency 

President Joe Biden named his second pick to lead the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives on Monday, as part of a 

broader push to highlight the administration’s efforts to address gun violence. 

Steven Dettelbach, who previously served as a U.S. attorney in Ohio during the Obama administration, would have to go through 

Senate confirmation to lead an agency that has gone without a permanent director since 2015. 

Biden, at a White House event in the Rose Garden that also marked a new rule meant to curb so-called “ghost guns,” said that 

Dettelbach was highly qualified and highlighted the former federal prosecutor’s history of prosecuting gun crimes. 

Biden said that in one case, “for his work, Steve got death threats but the defendant got 62 years.” 

The administration faces a narrow window to get Dettelbach confirmed in the current 50-50 Senate. The administration’s efforts to install 

a new director for the ATF, David Chipman, ended last year amid opposition from gun groups, Republicans and reportedly some 

Democrats. 

Read More  

Florida groups canvass spring breakers to warn of fentanyl 

In the days after a group of West Point cadets on spring break were sickened by fentanyl-laced cocaine at a South Florida house party, 

community activists sprang into action.They blitzed beaches, warned spring breakers of a surge in recreational drugs cut with the 

dangerous synthetic opioid and offered an antidote for overdoses, which have risen nationally during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Street teams stood under the blistering sun, handing out beads, pamphlets and samples of naloxone, a drug known by the brand name 

https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=iT6t8yxCYRzpAro&b=33VVnRmzPU0zDbvOOUX.Bw
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Narcan, which can revive overdose victims.“We weren’t sure how people would react,” said Thomas Smith, director of behavioral health 

services for The Special Purpose Outreach Team, a local mobile medical program. “But the spring breakers have been great. Some 

say, ‘I don’t do drugs, but my buddy sometimes does something stupid.’ They are happy to get Narcan.” 

Read More  

Congress aims for next step to safeguard critical infrastructure 

Lawmakers are looking to boost the U.S. government's ability to safeguard from devastating cyberattacks on vital infrastructure sectors 

such as water supplies, electric utilities and pipeline operators. The effort comes on the heels of a new law Congress passed as part of 

the fiscal 2022 omnibus spending bill that requires operators of critical infrastructure to report any cyberattacks they suffer to the 

Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency. “How do we continue to mature the way the government engages with critical 

infrastructure – particularly those entities that are the most critical of the critical?” Rep. Yvette D. Clarke, D-N.Y., chairwoman of the 

subcommittee on Cybersecurity, Infrastructure Protection and Innovation of the House Homeland Security Committee said at a recent 

hearing. 

“From where I'm sitting, one thing is clear, the U.S. desperately needs to revamp the playbook it uses for critical infrastructure 

cybersecurity,” to ensure that operators of infrastructure are taking timely action to shore up their defenses against crippling 

cyberattacks, Clarke said  

Read More  

NYC subway shooting suspect faces federal terrorism charge 

The suspect in the New York City subway shooting that left at least 23 injured on Tuesday is now facing one federal terrorism charge. 

Frank R. James, 62, whom officials have identified as the suspect behind the subway shooting, is being charged with violating a federal 

statute that prohibits acts of terrorism and other violent attacks against systems of mass transit. 

During a press conference on Wednesday, New York City Mayor Eric Adams (D) announced that James, who was officially named a 
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suspect in the investigation earlier that day, had been apprehended by authorities. 

“We got him,” Adams declared. “We got him.” 

U.S. Attorney Breon Peace told reporters during the briefing that James would be arraigned in federal court in Brooklyn and could face 

up to life in prison if convicted on the charge he faces. 

Read More  

Adams pushes weapon detection technology after subway shooting, drawing 
criticism about effectiveness and bias 

Mayor Eric Adams called for gun detection technology on New York City’s subway system Wednesday after a gunman shot ten people 

on a train in Brooklyn a day earlier, but critics questioned the devices’ effectiveness and civil rights implications. 

As the NYPD continued to hunt the suspect, Adams said he would look to try out high-tech scanners that could detect weapons — but 

not traditional metal detectors that would be impractical in New York’s crowded transit system.“We have identified several new 

technologies that are not like metal detectors that are used at airports, where you have to empty your pockets and go through a long line 

to get in,” Adams said on WNYC radio in one of 10 interviews he gave Wednesday morning. “You just walk normally through the 

system. It is not even detectable that the devices are there. And we think there is some great promise in this technology, and we are 

going to continue to explore that.”“We’re not at the place of full implementation, but we are excited about what we have witnessed thus 

far. And we’re going to be looking to do a few pilot projects to see the full use of it,” Adams said.The state-run Metropolitan 

Transportation Authority, not the mayor, controls the subway system. But Adams said he would talk to MTA officials about trying out 

new technology. 

Read More  

Dems retreat on crime and police reform 

https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=iT6t8yxCYRzpAro&b=YcRgtcVltsRhuqRJosAAQA
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President Joe Biden is proclaiming that it’s time to “fund the police” and pouring more money into law enforcement in his budget plan. 

Democratic mayors in deep-blue cities are promising to hire hundreds more cops. Even in liberal bastions like Los Angeles, candidates 

are sprinting to claim the tough-on-crime mantle. 

If 2020 was the year progressives reordered the traditional politics of crime and policing, 2022 looks like the year centrists are regaining 

their footing and nullifying those gains. Two years ago, the police murder of George Floyd in Minneapolis sparked calls from progressive 

activists to strip funding from cops, eliminate cash bail and make other sweeping changes to criminal justice policy. Black Lives Matter 

protesters succeeded in pushing the conversation leftward, leading cities to flatten or even reduce resources for police.That was then. 

Now, an uptick in homicides across the country is upending those advances, representing a setback for the left in the ongoing war 

between the Democratic Party’s centrist and progressive wings. 

Read More  

 

Recent BBM Blog Posts 

If you would like to subscribe to the BBM blog to receive more timely updates, please email Melissa Nee at mnee@bbm-

dc.com. 

• Breaking: Schumer Aims to Introduce Marijuana Reform Package Before August Recess 

• More Details on Equity Action Plans (Criminal Justice/AI Components) 

• COPS Office Grant Announcement- New Funding Opportunity Open Now! 

• DOJ Releases Action Plan to Advance Equity 

• Politico: "Criminal justice reform faces political buzzsaw as GOP hones its midterm message" 

• DOJ Announces New Rule to Modernize Firearm Definitions 
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•  

 

 

 

The House and Senate were not in session this week.  
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The House and Senate were not in session this week. 

 

 

Last Week's Hearings & Markups 

Senate Judiciary Committee 

Hearings to examine the nomination of Ketanji Brown Jackson, of the District of Columbia, to be an Associate Justice of the Supreme 

Court of the United States. 

March 21-March 24 

Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor & Pensions 

Strengthening Federal Mental Health and Substance Use Disorder Programs: Opportunities, Challenges, and Emerging Issues 

March 23 

House Judiciary Committee 

Oversight of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Cyber Division 

March 29 

House Budget Hearing 

The President’s Fiscal Year 2023 Budget 

March 29 

House Judiciary Committee- Constitution, Civil Rights, and Civil Liberties Subcommittee 

Examining Civil Rights Litigation Reform. Part 1: Qualified Immunity 

March 30 

House Appropriations Committee 

Legislative Branch: Fiscal Year 2023 Budget Request for the United States Capitol Police 

March 30 



Senate Budget Committee 

Hearings to examine the President’s proposed budget request for fiscal year 2023 

March 30 

Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee 

Markup 

March 30 

House Homeland Security Committee 

Mobilizing our Cyber Defenses: Securing Critical Infrastructure Against Russian Cyber Threats 

March 30 

House Homeland Security Committee- Oversight, Management, and Accountability Subcommittee 

Assessing the Department of Homeland Security’s Efforts to Counter Unmanned Aircraft Systems 

March 31 

House Energy and Commerce Committee- Communications and Technology Subcommittee 

Connecting America: Oversight of the FCC 

March 31 

 

 

Legislation Introduced This Week 

Date Introduced Bill Number Sponsor Description 

4/14/2022 HR 7513  

Rep. David Joyce (R-OH-14) 

To establish a Commission on the Federal Regulation of Cannabis to 
study a prompt and plausible pathway to the Federal regulation of 

cannabis 

4/14/2022 HR 7499  

Rep. Kim Young ( R-CA-39) Improving Federal Investigations of Organized Crime Act of 2022 

4/14/2022 H. Res. 1055  

Rep. Jim Costa (D-CA-16) 
Supporting the designation of April 24 through April 30, 2022, as 

"National Crime Victims' Rights Week". 
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4/11/2022 HR 7493  

Rep. Chris Jacobs (R-NY-27) Protecting Gun Owners in Bankruptcy Act of 2022 
 

 

Legislation Considered Last Week 

Senate 

  

HR 4521- America Creating Opportunities for Manufacturing, Pre-Eminence in Technology, and Economic Strength Act of 2022 

(America Competes Act) 

S. 120- Safe Connections Act of 2022 

  

House 

  

HR 1621- Prohibiting Punishment of Acquitted Conduct Act of 2021 

HR 3359- Homicide Victims Families Rights Act of 2021 

S2629- Better Cybercrime Metrics Act 

HR 4521- America Creating Opportunities for Manufacturing, Pre-Eminence in Technology, and Economic Strength Act of 2022 

(America Competes Act) 

 

Upcoming Events / Conferences 

 

  

National Fusion Center Association Annual Training Event 

April 11 - 14, 2022 - Alexandria, VA  
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2022 IALEIA/LEIU Annual Training Event 

April 25 - 29, 2022 - Dallas, TX 

  

Small & Rural Law Enforcement Executives Association Annual Conference 

April 27 – 29, 2022 – Tama, IA 

  

Association of State Criminal Investigative Agencies 

May 1-4- Indianapolis, IN 

  

International Association of Directors of Law Enforcement Standards and Training 2022 Conference 

May 15 - 18, 2022 - Fort Worth, TX 

  

Major Cities Chiefs Association/PERF Joint Conference 

May 31-June 3- San Fransisco, CA 

 

Congressional Calendar 
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About BBM 

 

Brooks Bawden Moore, LLC is a team of experienced professionals who serve as trusted advisors to law enforcement, 

homeland security, and intelligence practitioners and solution providers.   

  

Our government relations practice helps clients advance critical policy priorities with Congress, federal agencies, and state 

legislatures.  Our Capitol Hill experience and track record of successful advocacy for public safety causes is unmatched.  Our 

business strategy consulting practice enables companies to connect innovative products and services with market 

needs.  Through decades of service we have built a deep network of relationships at the local, state, and federal levels. 
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Partner 
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