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The Brooks Bawden Moore Weekly Update and Analysis highlights the previous week’s floor and 

committee activities within the US Senate and House of Representatives, and this week’s congressional 

activities that relate to law enforcement and homeland security matters. The weekly update also lists 

legislation introduced the previous week, which may be of interest to the law enforcement and homeland 

security communities. Please let us know if you would like to know more about any of the items described 

in the update. Additionally, please feel free to distribute this product as you see fit. 
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This week, the United States Senate passed a Continuing Resolution that extends government funding until 

March 11th. President Biden signed the stopgap measure, preventing a government shutdown. Meanwhile, 

appropriators continue to negotiate a 12-bill FY 22 spending bill, with both sides expressing optimism that a 

deal is possible. Both chambers are now on Presidents' Day Recess with district work periods and will 

return on February 28th. 

  

The House Judiciary Committee held a hearing entitled "The Rise of Violence at Minority Institutions" which 

included dialogue about "defunding" the police. 
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President Biden tapped Ohio Criminal Justice Director Karhlton Moore to Lead the Bureau of Justice 

Assistance (BJA). 
 

 Recent BBM Blog Posts 
 

BJS Releases New Report – “The Nation’s Two Crime Measures, 
2011-2020” 

The Department of Justice’s Bureau of Justice Statistics today released The Nation’s Two Crime Measures, 

2011–2020. This report presents statistics from BJS’s National Crime Victimization Survey (NCVS) and 

FBI’s Uniform Crime Reporting Program Summary Reporting System (UCR SRS), both of which measure 

the magnitude, nature and impact of crime in the nation.  Read more here. 
 

Justice Department Announces First Director of National 
Cryptocurrency Enforcement Team 

The Justice Department today announced the selection and appointment of Eun Young Choi to serve as the first Director 

of the National Cryptocurrency Enforcement Team (NCET).Ms. Choi is a seasoned prosecutor with nearly a decade of 

experience within the department, and most recently served as Senior Counsel to the Deputy Attorney General. She will 

assume her duties full-time effective today. Read more here. 

President Biden Appoints Karhlton Moore as BJA Director 
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Office of Justice Programs Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General Amy L. Solomon announced today 

that President Biden has appointed Karhlton Moore director of OJP’s Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA). 

Moore, whose appointment takes effect February 28, joins BJA from the Ohio Office of Criminal Justice 

Services, where he served as Executive Director and oversaw state and federal grants for law 

enforcement, victim assistance, juvenile justice, crime prevention courts, anti-trafficking efforts, reentry, 

corrections programs and traffic safety. Read more here. 

Schumer Prioritizes Marijuana Reform Legislation 

Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY) said that he will formally unveil legislation as soon as April 

that would legalize marijuana and set tax and banking rules to oversee the industry.  And in 

a letter released earlier today, Schumer asked lawmakers for their input and advice, as he seeks to finalize 

legislation on marijuana reform.  (Details on a discussion draft of the Senate marijuana reform package are 

available here.) Read more here. 

Senators Strike Bipartisan Deal on Violence Against Women 
Act Reauthorization 

This week, Senate Democrats and Republicans said they’ve struck a deal to reauthorize the Violence Against Women Act 

(VAWA) and that the chamber may take up the legislation after the Presidents Day recess. At a bipartisan Capitol news 

conference, Senate Judiciary Chairman Dick Durbin (D-IL) said the bipartisan agreement reached to update the 1994 law 

has the backing of almost 60 lawmakers – the number needed to overcome a filibuster threat. Read more here. 
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The Secure Community Network 

The Secure Community Network is the official safety and security organization of the Jewish community in North America. 

They recently released this video highlighting the work they do to ensure the safety, security, and resilency of the Jewish 

people.  

Secure Community Network - Our Mission 
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SEARCH- The National Consortium for Justice Information and Statistics 

On December 10th, SEARCH, the National Consortium for Justice Information and Statistics hosted an informational 

briefing on the National Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS) for Capitol Hill, Department of Justice, and 

stakeholder staff.  A recording of the “NICS 101” session is available here.   

During the briefing, a panel of SEARCH Members and staff— 

• Outlined how the firearms eligibility process works by providing an overview of NICS — including the databases 

involved, where the information comes from, and where it is stored.  

• Explored the critical roles of the local and state agencies in contributing data, and that of the states and the FBI in 

the firearms eligibility decision-making process. 

• Provided details on current funding programs that support NICS, as well as challenges, obstacles, and successful 

information sharing strategies for making records available for firearms eligibility decisions. 

•  
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Senior Director SLG Business Development 

Cellebrite is seeking an experienced professional to lead U.S. state and local government (SLG) public sector business 

development sales initiatives Reporting to the Vice President, Government Affairs and Business Development, and 

working closely with the Vice President of State and Local Sales, SLG account executives and key sales support teams, 

the Senior Director, SLG Business Development, will increase sales of Cellebrite’s products, solutions and training 

services by identifying and advancing net new opportunities, developing strategic market and account plans, supporting 

sales campaigns, identifying, vetting, signing and managing a team of business development consultants in key markets, 

generating and maintaining a sales pipeline and serving as an ambassador and advocate to prospects, customers, SLG 

consultants, system integrators, and technology partners. 

Read more about the opportunity here. 

 

 

 

Resources – American Rescue Plan Act (Public Safety Highlights) - On January 6th, the U.S. 

Department of the Treasury issued the Final Rule for the State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds (SLFRF) 

program, enacted as a part of the American Rescue Plan, which delivers $350 billion to state, local, and 

Tribal governments to support their response to and recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic. In the 

announcement, Treasury noted the final rule – which takes effect on April 1, 2022 – provides state and 

https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=iSmvnO3LpRzpAro&b=ZJqI1I0SBuYNKo4Nyuk63g
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local governments with increased flexibility to pursue a wider range of uses, as well as greater simplicity so 

governments can focus on responding to the crisis in their communities and maximizing the impact of their 

funds. Further information on public safety provisions can be found at the link below. 

  

 

Public Safety Highlights Here 
  

 

 

 

 

NEW BBM Podcast Available- Please check out BBM’s latest podcast – A Discussion with IADLEST on 

National Training Standards. 

  

Training is critical to good policing, but it’s oftentimes the least understood area when we discuss policing 

and criminal justice reform.  During this session, Peggy Schaefer – IADLEST’s National Certification 

Program Director – goes through the ins and outs of training – what constitutes good training, what 

policymakers should be thinking about when they consider proposals to improve training, and most 

importantly, how IADLEST can be a resource for law enforcement. 
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Listen Here 
  

 

 

JustGrants Virtual Q&A Sessions - The JustGrants team facilitates weekly Virtual Q&A sessions, an 

opportunity to receive direct technical assistance and support on JustGrants system functionality. Sessions 

focus on Entity Management and Post-Award Management for DOJ award recipients. Recurring weekly 

sessions include - Entity Management: Tuesdays, 2–3:30 p.m. Eastern Time; and Post-Award 

Management: Mondays, 1–2:30 p.m. Eastern Time. You can register below. 

 

Register Here 
  

  

Articles of Interest 
They wanted to roll back tough on crime policies. Then violent crime surged - 
New York Times 

Four years ago, progressive prosecutors were in the sweet spot of Democratic politics. Aligned with the growing Black 

Lives Matter movement but pragmatic enough to draw establishment support, they racked up wins in cities across the 

country. Today, a political backlash is brewing. With violent crime rates rising in some cities and elections looming, their 

attempts to roll back the tough-on-crime policies of the 1990s are increasingly under attack — from familiar critics on the 

right, but also from onetime allies within the Democratic Party. 

Read More 

 

White House seeks additional $30 billion in Covid-19 funding- CNNPolitics 
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The Biden administration has informed key lawmakers that it will likely need $30 billion in supplemental funding to continue 

the fight against Covid-19, a source familiar with the matter said. The $30 billion request is expected to include $17.9 

billion to fund vaccines and treatments, $4.9 billion for testing, $3 billion to fund Covid-related health care costs for the 

uninsured and $3.7 billion to prepare for future variants, the source familiar with the matter said. Top officials with the 

Department of Health and Human Services laid out the need to lawmakers on Tuesday, according to the source, who 

requested anonymity to discuss private conversations. The funding would go toward vaccines, treatments, testing and 

other pandemic preparedness measures.. 

Read More 

Virginia Senate approves massive expansion of facial recognition for police- 
ABCNews8 

The Virginia Senate voted on Feb. 15 to support broad surveillance powers for Virginia police departments, empowering 

them to use facial recognition databases to identify anyone involved in a “specific criminal incident, or a specific citizen 

welfare situation.”SB 741 passed the senate on a vote of 26-14, with five Republican senators crossing the aisle to support 

the bill championed by Senate Democrats. Senator Mark Peake (R-Lynchburg) raised concerns over the scope of the 

facial recognition database, asking, “What is the database that they’re running this against?” 

Read More 

Biden faces renewed pressure to act on gun violence amid congressional 
impasse- NBCNews 

On the fourth anniversary of the school shooting in Parkland, Florida, survivor David Hogg delivered a tough message to 

Democrats: If you fail to use your power to act against gun violence, you’re no better than the National Rifle 

Association.“Many people do not want to hear this. The fact of the matter is if you say you support gun violence prevention 

legislation, you get elected on that and you do nothing about it, I don’t see you as any better than the NRA,” Hogg, a co-
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founder of March For Our Lives, said on MSNBC. “Blood is on your hands, too, because people are dying because of your 

inaction.” 

Read More 

With immigration bill in flux, Democrats mull Executive action- Roll Call 

As Democrats’ chances of passing major immigration legislation this Congress dwindle,       lawmakers and advocates are 

eyeing another strategy. Many are ramping up calls on        President Joe Biden to use executive action to deliver 

immigration relief through temporary protected status, a designation that provides legal protections to immigrants fleeing 

countries in crisis. The move could provide stability, for the interim, to hundreds of thousands of immigrants — and give the 

Democrats something to tout in the midterm elections. Immigrants who hold temporary protected status are protected from 

deportation. They’re eligible to apply for work authorization, and can travel outside the U.S., but do not have a guaranteed 

path to permanent residency or citizenship. 

Read More 
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House Committee on Energy & Commerce - Subcommittee on Communications and Technology  

Connecting America:Oversight of NTIA 

February 16@ 12:00 PM - Virtual Hearing 

  

House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure -Subcommittee on Economic Development, 

Public Buildings, and Emergency Management  

FEMA Priorities for 2022: Stakeholder Perspectives 

February 16@ 2:00 PM - Rayburn HOB 

  

House Judiciary Committee - Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, and Homeland Security 

The Rise in Violence Against Minority Institutions 

February 17@ 10:00 AM - Virtual Hearing 

  

Committee on House Administration  

Oversight of the January 6th Capitol Attack: Ongoing Review of the United States Capitol Police Inspector 

General Flash Reports 

February 17@ 3:00 PM - Longworth HOB 
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House: 

  

The House met in Pro Forma Session and did not consider any legislation affecting the law enforcement or 

homeland security community. 

  
 

Senate: 

  

H.R. 6617-  Further Additional Extending Government Funding Act 
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Recap of Last Week's Hearings & Markups 
 

Note: For more details on any of the following hearings, we can provide access to hearing transcripts upon request. 

  

House Homeland Security Committee - Subcommittee on Emergency Preparedness, Response, and 

Recovery 

"The Nonprofit Security Grant Program and Protecting Houses of Worship: A View from the American 

Jewish Community." 

February 8@ 10:00 am - Virtual Hearing 

  

Representatives from the Jewish Federations of North America, the Secure Community Network, and local Rabbi leaders from 

Texas and Florida appeared before the committee to discuss the current threat picture against American Jews and the 

importance of Federal support to make their communities more secure. The witnesses highlighted the importance of the 

Nonprofit Security Grant Program and urged increased funding and grant application, award, and feedback improvements. 

  

Senate Committee on Commerce, Science & Transportation  

Nominations Hearing- Gigi Sohn to be Commissioner of the Federal Communications Commission 
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February 9 @ 10:00 am - Virtual Hearing 

  

Gigi Sohn, President Bidens nominee for Commissioner of the Federal Communications Commission, appeared before the 

Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee for the second time. Republican members of the committee clashed 

with Sohn, focusing on past partisan statements and her role at Locast, a streaming service. If confirmed, Sohn would be the 

third Democrat on the commission and give Democrats a majority to vote on party line issues. 
 

 


