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The Brooks Bawden Moore Weekly Update and Analysis highlights the previous week’s floor and committee 

activities within the US Senate and House of Representatives, and this week’s congressional activities that 

relate to law enforcement and homeland security matters. The weekly update also lists legislation introduced 

the previous week, which may be of interest to the law enforcement and homeland security communities. 

Please let us know if you would like to know more about any of the items described in the update. 

Additionally, please feel free to distribute this product as you see fit. 
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The House and Senate were not in session this week. President Biden announced his nomination of D.C 

Circuit Judge Kentanji Brown Jackson to the Supreme Court. You can read more about the 
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nomination here. Senate Leader Schumer says that Jackson will receive a "prompt hearing" in the Senate 

Judiciary Committee in the coming weeks.  
 

 Recent BBM Blog Posts 
 

BBM is posting more on our blog. If you would like access to the site for more timely alerts, please 

email Melissa Nee at mnee@bbm-dc.com. 

FBI Statement on the Ongoing Investigation into Bomb Threats to Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities and Houses of Worship  

The FBI is continuing to aggressively investigate the ongoing nationwide bomb threats targeting Historically 

Black Colleges and Universities, houses of worship, and other faith-based and academic institutions. From 

January 4 to February 16, a total of 57 institutions across the country were targeted. The bomb threats have 

been made in phone calls, e-mails, instant messages, and anonymous online posts. FBI agents from multiple 

field offices are conducting hundreds of interviews and gathering a variety of electronic evidence for 

analysis.This investigation is of the highest priority for the Bureau and involves 31 FBI field offices that are 

actively working with our local, state, and federal law enforcement partners to identify those involved. The FBI 

is investigating these cases as racially or ethnically motivated violent extremism and hate crimes. 

Read More 

Roll Call: Lawmakers Face Pressure to Pass Mental Health Legislation 

Deadlines are looming for Congress to produce legislation that addresses the mental health and substance 

abuse crisis — which has been exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic — but the issue will have to 

compete with other priorities in a compressed election-year schedule.  Please see this article for details. 
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Read More 

Reps. Fletcher & Demings Introduce Legislation to Promote Public Safety and 
Make First Responder Communication Network Permanent 

Today, Reps. Lizzie Fletcher (D-TX) and Val Demings (D-FL) introduced H.R. 6768, the FirstNet 

Reauthorization Act, to promote public safety by ensuring first responders can communicate with each other 

in times of crisis.   

Established in response to the first responder communication problems that occurred during 9/11, the First 

Responder Network Authority (FirstNet) is a public-private partnership to build and operate a nationwide 

public safety broadband network.  The original legislation that created FirstNet included a sunset provision to 

terminate the program 15 years after its enactment.  Today, on the 10-year anniversary of its enactment, this 

bill reauthorizes FirstNet by striking the original sunset provision and making FirstNet permanent.  

Read More 

Senate Passes Resolution Condemning Colleyville Synagogue Attack 

On February 17th, the Senate passed a resolution to condemn the antisemitic terrorist attack that occurred 

this January at Congregation Beth Israel Synagogue in Colleyville, Texas, and praise the law enforcement 

officials who responded to the attack.  

The text of the resolution is available here. 

Read More 
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Senior Director SLG Business Development 

Cellebrite is seeking an experienced professional to lead U.S. state and local government (SLG) public sector business 

development sales initiatives Reporting to the Vice President, Government Affairs and Business Development, and working 

closely with the Vice President of State and Local Sales, SLG account executives and key sales support teams, the Senior 

Director, SLG Business Development, will increase sales of Cellebrite’s products, solutions and training services by 

identifying and advancing net new opportunities, developing strategic market and account plans, supporting sales campaigns, 

identifying, vetting, signing and managing a team of business development consultants in key markets, generating and 

maintaining a sales pipeline and serving as an ambassador and advocate to prospects, customers, SLG consultants, system 

integrators, and technology partners. 

Read more about the opportunity here. 
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Resources – American Rescue Plan Act (Public Safety Highlights) - On January 6th, the U.S. 

Department of the Treasury issued the Final Rule for the State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds (SLFRF) 

program, enacted as a part of the American Rescue Plan, which delivers $350 billion to state, local, and 

Tribal governments to support their response to and recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic. In the 

announcement, Treasury noted the final rule – which takes effect on April 1, 2022 – provides state and local 

governments with increased flexibility to pursue a wider range of uses, as well as greater simplicity so 

governments can focus on responding to the crisis in their communities and maximizing the impact of their 

funds. Further information on public safety provisions can be found at the link below. 

  

 

Public Safety Highlights Here 
  

 

 

 

 

NEW BBM Podcast Available- Please check out BBM’s latest podcast – A Discussion with IADLEST on 

National Training Standards. 

  

https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=jAFk5OQiBRzpAro&b=WqT7DjUGuv85P6.Ot9UE_w
https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=jAFk5OQiBRzpAro&b=WqT7DjUGuv85P6.Ot9UE_w
https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=jAFk5OQiBRzpAro&b=_e563SPhI2J7Ezc6cfuE_g


Training is critical to good policing, but it’s oftentimes the least understood area when we discuss policing and 

criminal justice reform.  During this session, Peggy Schaefer – IADLEST’s National Certification Program 

Director – goes through the ins and outs of training – what constitutes good training, what policymakers 

should be thinking about when they consider proposals to improve training, and most importantly, how 

IADLEST can be a resource for law enforcement. 

 

Listen Here 
  

 

 

JustGrants Virtual Q&A Sessions - The JustGrants team facilitates weekly Virtual Q&A sessions, an 

opportunity to receive direct technical assistance and support on JustGrants system functionality. Sessions 

focus on Entity Management and Post-Award Management for DOJ award recipients. Recurring weekly 

sessions include - Entity Management: Tuesdays, 2–3:30 p.m. Eastern Time; and Post-Award Management: 

Mondays, 1–2:30 p.m. Eastern Time. You can register below. 

 

Register Here 
  

 

 

 

FBI Podcast-Inside the FBI 

Decoding the Cyber Threat- An Interview with Deputy Assistant Director Tonya Ugoretz 
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Listen Here 
  

  

Articles of Interest 

Biden Supreme Court pick Jackson brings criminal justice 
experience to the bench 

Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson worked as a public defender and on a commission to make criminal sentences 

more fair before she was appointed to federal courts in Washington. Now, she is President Joe Biden’s 

nominee to be the first Black woman on the Supreme Court. 

The White House made the selection official in a news release that highlighted how the Senate previously has 

confirmed Jackson to three roles “with votes from Republicans as well as Democrats.” “Judge Jackson is an 

exceptionally qualified nominee as well as an historic nominee, and the Senate should move forward with a 

fair and timely hearing and confirmation,” the White House announcement said. Biden and Jackson are due 

to appear together Friday afternoon. 

Read More 

Former Minneapolis officers found guilty of violating George 
Floyd’s civil rights 

Three former Minneapolis police officers who were at the scene with Derek Chauvin as he pressed his knee 

into George Floyd’s neck were convicted Thursday of violating Floyd’s civil rights in a case that is likely to 

increase scrutiny over how officers are trained to intervene with rogue colleagues. Prosecutors had argued 

that former officers J. Alexander Kueng, Thomas K. Lane and Tou Thao knew Floyd was in medical danger 
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beneath Chauvin’s knee but put their “discomfort in questioning a colleague” above their sworn duty to save a 

life. 

Read More 

Chairwoman Rosenworcel Proposes Plan for Next Gen 911 

FCC Chairwoman Jessica Rosenworcel today proposed a plan to dedicate proceeds from upcoming 

spectrum auctions toward a nationwide investment in digital, next generation 911 services. In a speech today 

at the National Press Club celebrating the 10th anniversary of the First Responder Network Authority 

(FirstNet), the Chairwoman proposed that, if and when Congress reauthorizes the FCC’s spectrum auction 

authority, it consider taking the funds from future spectrum auctions and putting them toward the nation’s 

transition to next-generation 911, which would benefit public safety in every state and territory. “Historically, 

our nation’s 911 systems have been updated through fees on bills and a mix of town, county, and state 

funding measures. But as with first responder communications, it’s time for a nationwide, digital upgrade. This 

is a generational change that needs broader support,” said Rosenworcel in today’s speech. “Once again, we 

would be using the auction of public airwaves to support public safety. And the funds would flow to every 

state and jurisdiction with 911 call centers to help make next-generation 911 a reality nationwide. Think of it 

this way: This is next-generation spectrum for next-generation 911. I think this is a golden opportunity.” 

Read More 

Oklahoma Republican senator to resign, setting off November 
election for successor 

Oklahoma Sen. Jim Inhofe, a leading conservative Republican and veteran of the Senate, announced on 

Friday that he will resign in January 2023, sparking a special election this November.“It is bittersweet, but with 
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a clear heart, that Kay and I announce that at the end of the year, I will retire from the United States Senate,” 

said Inhofe in a statement, referring to his wife.Inhofe, 87, is a defense hawk who serves as the top 

Republican on the Senate Armed Services Committee. He is also a former chairman of the Senate 

Environment and Public Works Committee, where he drew the ire of environmentalists over his denunciations 

of climate change as a “hoax.” 

Read More 

 

 

 

The House and Senate were not in session this week. 
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House: 

The House was not in session this week. 
 

Senate: 

The Senate was not in session this week. 

 

 Last Week's Hearings & Markups 
 

  

House Committee on Energy & Commerce - Subcommittee on Communications and Technology  
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Connecting America:Oversight of NTIA 

February 16@ 12:00 PM - Virtual Hearing 

  

House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure -Subcommittee on Economic Development, 

Public Buildings, and Emergency Management  

FEMA Priorities for 2022: Stakeholder Perspectives 

February 16@ 2:00 PM - Rayburn HOB 

  

House Judiciary Committee - Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, and Homeland Security 

The Rise in Violence Against Minority Institutions 

February 17@ 10:00 AM - Virtual Hearing 

  

Committee on House Administration  

Oversight of the January 6th Capitol Attack: Ongoing Review of the United States Capitol Police Inspector 

General Flash Reports 

February 17@ 3:00 PM - Longworth HOB 

  

Note: For more details on any of the following hearings, we can provide access to hearing transcripts upon request. 

  

Legislation Introduced Last Week 
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Date Introduced Bill Number Sponsor Description 

2/18/2022 HR.6795 Elissa Slotkin (D-MI-08) 

A bill to  amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to ensure 
access to appropriate temporary shelter, food, and water for 
individuals apprehended by U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection, and for other purposes. 

2/18/2022 HR. 6794 Elissa Slotkin (D-MI-08) 

A bill to require the Department of Homeland Security to 
develop a comprehensive plan to identify, deploy, and 
integrate emerging technologies to achieve greater situational 
awareness along the northern and southern borders of the 
United States. 

2/18/2022 HR 6768 Val Demings (D-FL-10) 
A bill to amend the Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act 
of 2012 to reauthorize the First Responder Network Authority. 

2/18/2022 HR 6762 Gerald Connnolly (D-VA-11) 
A bill to establish the Special Inspector General for Law 
Enforcement, and for other purposes. 

2/18/2022 
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