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The Brooks Bawden Moore Weekly Update and Analysis highlights the previous week’s floor and committee activities within 

the US Senate and House of Representatives, and this week’s congressional activities that relate to law enforcement and 

homeland security matters. The weekly update also lists legislation introduced the previous week, which may be of interest to 

the law enforcement and homeland security communities. Please let us know if you would like to know more about any of the 

items described in the update. Additionally, please feel free to distribute this product as you see fit.  
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The Senate returned this week for legislative business and considered a number of judicial nominations. The Senate Rules 

and Administration Committee held a hearing on oversight of the U.S. Capitol Police regarding improvements since the 

January 6 attack on the Capitol. Next week, the Senate Judiciary Committee will hold a hearing on domestic terrorism, and 
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the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence will hold a nomination hearing for Kenneth L. Wainstein, President Biden’s 

nominee to be Under Secretary for Intelligence and Analysis at the Department of Homeland Security. You can read 

more here. The House will also return next week for legislative business.  

  

As Congress begins the Second Session of the 117th Congress, the Biden Administration resubmitted a list of nominees for 

consideration that did not make it past the finish line last year. This list includes the nomination of Harris County, TX (and 

MCSA member) Sheriff Ed Gonzalez to serve as Director of U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement. You can read more 

on this here. 

  

 

UPDATED Congressional Retirements - As Congress moves into the Second Session of the 117th Congress, retirement 

announcements have already began to pour in, with the expectation that many more will occur once Members return after the 

Holidays. To view a running list of Members not seeking reelection, click here. 

  

 

NEW Treasury Issues Final Rule for State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds Program to Support Ongoing COVID 

(Public Safety Highlights) - On January 6th, the U.S. Department of the Treasury issued the Final Rule for the State and 

Local Fiscal Recovery Funds (SLFRF) program, enacted as a part of the American Rescue Plan, which delivers $350 billion 

to state, local, and Tribal governments to support their response to and recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic. In the 

announcement, Treasury noted the final rule – which takes effect on April 1, 2022 – provides state and local governments 

with increased flexibility to pursue a wider range of uses, as well as greater simplicity so governments can focus on 

responding to the crisis in their communities and maximizing the impact of their funds. Further information on public safety 

provisions can be found here. 

  

 

NEW HHS: New Medicaid Option Promotes Enhanced Mental Health, Substance Use Crisis Care  - HHS recently 

announced that States can integrate behavioral health services into their Medicaid programs under a new option meant to 

help people experiencing mental health or substance use crises. The Medicaid option will allow states to support mobile crisis 

intervention services, which connect users to a behavioral health specialist on call. You can read the release here. 

  

 

NEW DOJ Announces New Rule to Help Enhance Safe and Secure Storage of Firearms; Publishes Best Practices 

Guide for Federal Firearms Licensees - The Department of Justice recently announced  a new rule to help enable the safe 

and secure storage of firearms, as well as a Best Practices Guide for federal firearms licensees. You can view the press 

release here. 
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NEW FBI Launches Law Enforcement Suicide Data Collection - The FBI announced the official launch of the Law 

Enforcement Suicide Data Collection (LESDC), which took place on January 1, 2022. The LESDC provides a mechanism for 

law enforcement agencies to report suicides and attempted suicides of law enforcement personnel, as defined within the 

LESDC Act, for the purpose of compiling national statistics on these tragedies. As of January 1, 2022, law enforcement 

agencies can submit data to the LESDC about their current or former officers who die by or attempt suicide on that date and 

forward. You can read the press release here. 

  

 

Restoration of Law Enforcement Budgets - Despite the clamor to defund the Police over the past 2 years, we have seen a 

number of state and local jurisdictions have a change of heart after seeing the ramifications that those budget cuts have had, 

with spikes in violent crime in many of our major cities. Many of these same jurisdictions have sought to restore or increase 

funding for law enforcement. Below, you can find an overview of articles highlighting the restoration of law enforcement 

funding.  

• Newsom announces proposal of more than $300M to combat retail theft, violent crime  (Dec. 21) 

- https://www.mv-voice.com/news/2021/12/21/newsom-announces-proposal-of-more-than-300m-to-combat-retail-

theft-violent-crime 

• Minneapolis police spending rises as defund movement fades (Dec 11) 

- https://www.startribune.com/minneapolis-police-spending-rises-as-defund-movement-fades/600126143/ 

• Governor DeWine announced millions of dollars in grant money to combat violent crime (Dec 6) 

- https://www.news5cleveland.com/news/local-news/governor-dewine-to-announce-millions-of-dollars-in-grant-

money-to-combat-violent-crime 

• Oakland Mayor Seeks to Reverse Police Cuts Amid Crime Spike (Nov 29) 

- https://www.nbcbayarea.com/news/local/oakland-mayor-seeks-to-reverse-police-cuts-amid-crime-spike/2743394/ 

• Police Commission backs a 12% increase in LAPD budget for next year (Nov 23) 

- https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2021-11-23/police-commission-backs-increase-in-lapd-budget-for-next-year 

• A Year After ‘Defund,’ Police Departments Get Their Money Back (Oct 10) 

- https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/10/us/dallas-police-defund.html 

• Cities Reverse Defunding the Police Amid Rising Crime (May 26) - https://www.wsj.com/articles/cities-reverse-

defunding-the-police-amid-rising-crime-11622066307 
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Encore NTAC Webinar Presentation: 

Averting Targeted School Violence: A U.S. Secret Service Analysis of Plots Against Schools  

Due to an increase in requests for training, the U.S. Secret Service National Threat Assessment Center (NTAC) will host an 

encore presentation of our latest study, Averting Targeted School Violence: A U.S. Secret Service Analysis of Plots Against 

Schools. The webinar will take place January 12, 2022 at 12:00 pm - 3:30 pm (EST). 

  

 
Register Here 

  

 

 

 

BBM Podcast Available- Please check out BBM’s latest podcast – A Discussion with IADLEST on the NDI. 

 

During this episode, Mike Becar – the Executive Director of the International Association of Directors of Law Enforcement 

Standards and Training (IADLEST) – joins us to share information on the National Decertification Index (NDI).  We discuss 

what information is included in the NDI, who is entering records, who has access to conduct searches, and the basics on how 

it works. 

  

 
Listen Here 

  

 

 

JustGrants Virtual Q&A Sessions - The JustGrants team facilitates weekly Virtual Q&A sessions, an opportunity to receive 

direct technical assistance and support on JustGrants system functionality. Sessions focus on Entity Management and Post-

Award Management for DOJ award recipients. Recurring weekly sessions include - Entity Management: Tuesdays, 2–3:30 

p.m. Eastern Time; and Post-Award Management: Mondays, 1–2:30 p.m. Eastern Time. You can register below. 

 
Register Here 

  

 

 

 

Resources – American Rescue Plan Act (State/Local Aid) - Please check out the BBM's recent blog posting to find 

several resources on state/local aid included in the COVID relief bill Congress passed in March 2021. We have received a 

number of inquiries on how this money is to be allocated and how it can be spent. We have included several resources 

outlining this at the link below. Additionally, please feel free to contact BBM with additional questions. 
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State/Local Aid Resources Here 

  

 

 

NEW CICC Five in 5 Newsletter (January 7) - The most recent CICC 5 in 5 was released, and features a BJA overview of 

the Law Enforcement-Mental Health Learning Site Program, a NIJ report discussing two NIJ-funded projects that introduce 

new methods and tools for collecting and processing digital evidence in cases involving child sexual abuse materials and 

large-scale computer networks, and a webinar discussing the prevalence of ghost guns over the past years, including 

concerns about their legality and impact on public safety. You can view the CICC Five in 5 here. 

  

 

December RISS Insider - The latest RISS Insider is now available, and features how RISS resources have been utilized in 

2021. Some highlights include: 

• Provided access to more than 67 million investigative records. 

• Users conducted 4,729,838 inquiries to RISS resources. 

• Developed 16,064 analytical products, such as cell tower mapping, link charts, and 2D and 3D crime scene 

diagrams.  

• Loaned 2,559 pieces of specialized and investigative equipment to agencies, including small and rural agencies.  

Additionally, it highlights RISSafe event deconfliction. You can view the December RISS Insider here. 

  

 

+RISS Equals Results (December 8) - The latest edition of +RISS Equals Results is now available and features 

MAGLOCLEN audio/video staff enhanced video evidence of a vehicle operated by a suspect of a homicide. The evidence 

was used at a news conference which led to leads resulting in the arrest of the suspect. You can read the latest +RISS 

Equals Results here.  

  

 

December 2021 The Rose and Shield Insider - The December 2021 edition of The Rose and Shield Insider from the 

National Law Enforcement Memorial and Museum is now available, and features information on the museum, including extra 

holiday hours, a preview of a special event " Guardians in the Air: Law enforcement Aviation and the 40th Anniversary of Air 

Florida Flight 90" to be held at the museum in January, and other updates from the museum. You can view the 

newsletter here. 
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Articles of Interest 
 

Expanding Rural Broadband Coverage Through FirstNet 

FirstNet | Rebecca Beitsch 

For the first time, public safety has a nationwide broadband network it can call its own. Known as FirstNet, the network is built 

through a public-private partnership between the federal government and the global telecommunications carrier AT&T. 

Overseen by the First Responder Network Authority (FirstNet Authority), a federal government entity, this nationwide 

broadband network is revolutionizing the delivery of public safety services. This unique public-private partnership leverages 

the federal government’s ability to engage public safety across the country and builds on the important relationships 

established in the public safety community in advocating for the creation of a single, nationwide network. The same 

associations that came together in an effort to better serve public safety now make up the FirstNet Authority’s Public Safety 

Advisory Committee (PSAC), which provides guidance and recommendations to FirstNet Authority on the network. Continue 

reading here. 

  

 

‘This creates a separate network for public safety’: New FirstNet tower sites being added in Randall County  

KFDA TV-10 | Sydnee Batzlaff 

First responders in Randall County will have a more efficient way to respond to emergencies.  

FirstNet is a nation-wide wireless broadband network built for first responders, which is deployed through a public private 

partnership between the federal government and their contract partners AT&T. Information is everything in an emergency 

and first responders need fast, reliable connectivity during those situations. “This creates a separate network for public safety 

to operate off of, so they’re not competing for that same capacity with the general public,” said Thomas Randall, senior publ ic 

safety advisor, First Responder Network Authority. Continue reading here. 

  

 

DHS warns of uptick in threats to lawmakers, extremist online chatter 

The Hill | Rebecca Beitsch 

The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) warned partners it has seen an uptick in chatter on extremist online platforms, 

according to a memo obtained by The Hill. “While we still have no indication of a specific and credible plot, DHS and FBI 

have identified new content online that could inspire violence, particularly by lone offenders, and could be directed against 

political and other government officials, including members of Congress, state and local officials, and high-profile members of 

political parties,” including outside of Washington, John Cohen, DHS’s head of the Office of Intelligence and Analysis, wrote 

in a memo. Continue reading here. 
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Jan. 6 committee examines FBI, DHS documents for answers on intel failure 

NBC News | Ken Dilanian 

Two things were clear to Donell Harvin, the homeland security and intelligence chief for Washington, D.C., in the weeks 

before Jan. 6, 2021. One was that a large number of people, including extremists with histories of violence, had vowed on 

social media to take weapons to his city to protest the ceremonial congressional certification of Joe Biden’s electoral victory. 

And the other was that federal agencies — the FBI and the Department of Homeland Security — didn’t seem very concerned 

about it. The federal security planning during that time focused on the coming inauguration, Harvin said. “And if they 

mentioned Jan. 6 in one of these meetings,” he added, “that would be a footnote.”  Continue reading here. 

  

 

Biden White House concludes Jan. 6 preparations hurt by lack of high-level intelligence-sharing 

The Washington Post | Devlin Barrett, Ashley Parker and Aaron C. Davis  

Senior Biden administration officials have concluded that the government’s Jan. 6 preparations were hampered by a lack of 

high-level information-sharing and a failure to anticipate how bad the day could be — lessons they say they are applying 

today in an effort to prevent another such attack. Those conclusions, described by people who spoke on the condition of 

anonymity to discuss how the federal government is trying to improve security a year after the insurrection, are not formal 

findings, the officials said. But they offer a kind of road map for how the Biden White House is attempting to prevent similar 

assaults on the democratic functions of government.  Continue reading here. 

  

 

Biden DOJ announces new gun control rule 

The Washington Times | Emily Zantow  

The Justice Department on Monday announced a new federal gun control rule aimed at ensuring gun owners have secure 

storage devices. Under the new rule, federally approved gun sellers will be required to have gun storage or safety devices 

available onsite for potential buyers as required by the Gun Control Act. According to the department, a secure gun storage 

device is defined as “a safe, gun safe, gun case, lock box or other device that is designed to be or can be used to store a 

firearm and that is designed to be unlocked only by means of a key, a combination or other similar means.”  Continue 

reading here. 

  

 

Jan. 6 panel to recommend new intelligence-gathering legislation, chairman says 

The Hill | Mychael Schnell 

Rep. Bennie Thompson (D-Miss.) on Sunday said the House select committee probing the Jan. 6 attack on the U.S. Capitol 

will recommend new intelligence-gathering legislation following its investigation into the deadly rioting. Pressed by host 
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George Stephanopoulos on ABC’s “This Week” about what recommendations the panel will make at the conclusion of its 

probe to stop such an attack from happening in the future, Thompson cited legislation that addresses intelligence 

gathering. Continue reading here. 

  

 

1 in 3 Americans say violence against government can be justified, citing fears of political schism, pandemic 

The Washington Post | Meryl Kornfield and Mariana Alfaro  

Phil Spampinato had never contemplated the question of whether violence against the government might be justified — at 

least not in the United States. But as he watched Republicans across the country move to reshape election laws in response 

to former president Donald Trump’s false fraud claims, the part-time engineering consultant from Dover, Del., said he began 

thinking differently about “defending your way of life.” “Not too many years ago, I would have said that those conditions are 

not possible, and that no such violence is really ever appropriate,” said Spampinato, 73, an independent. The notion of 

legitimate violence against the government had also not occurred to Anthea Ward, a mother of two in Michigan, until the past 

year — prompted by her fear that President Biden would go too far to force her and her family to get vaccinated against the 

coronavirus. 

 Continue reading here. 

  

 

To watch the video, click HERE. 

  

 

 

 

Senate Rules & Administration Committee - Full Committee Hearing 

Oversight of the U.S. Capitol Police Following the January 6th Attack on the Capitol, Part III 

January 5 @ 9:30 am - 301 Russell 

Summary: On January 5th, a day before the one-year anniversary of the attack on the Capitol, the Senate Rules and 

Administration Committee hosted Tom Manger, Chief of the US Capitol Police, to testify on ongoing Capitol security 

improvements. The committee, together with the Senate Homeland Security Committee, released a joint bipartisan report 

with findings and 20 recommendations for agencies across the federal government to implement. The US Capitol Police 

Inspector General also issued a list of over 100 recommendations. Chief of Police Manger testified that significant progress 

has been made to implement and address these findings, notably by addressing issues with hiring, training, resources, and 

planning efforts. Manger testified that his office is considering staffing with contractors to plug existing gaps, that they are 

tracking and considering expanding efforts to protect members of congress from a rising number of threats, and that they 
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have recently invested in VirTra training simulator machines to conduct ongoing training in the areas of  de-escalation, use of 

force, procedure and use of force. You can read Chief Manger's written statement here. 

  

 

Upcoming Scheduled Hearings/Markups: 
 

Senate Judiciary Committee - Full Committee Hearing 

The Domestic Terrorism Threat One Year After January 6 

January 11 @ 10:00 am - 216 Hart 

  

House Oversight & Reform - Full Committee Hearing 

Cybersecurity for the New Frontier: Reforming the Federal Information Security Modernization Act 

January 11 @ 10:00 am - 2154 Rayburn 

  

Senate Intelligence Committee - Full Committee Hearing 

Nomination of Kenneth L. Wainstein, of Virginia, to be Under Secretary for Intelligence and Analysis, Department of 

Homeland Security 

January 12 @ 2:00 pm - G50 Dirksen 

  

 

 

 

House: 

  

The House met in pro forma sessions on January 3 and January 6.  

  
 

Senate: 

  

Note: Due to Senate scheduling and rules, additional items not listed may be added to the calendar for consideration. 

  

The Senate was in session, however they did not consider anything affecting the law enforcement or homeland security 

communities. 
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Recap of Last Week's Hearings & Markups 
 

Note: For more details on any of the following hearings, we can provide access to hearing transcripts upon request. 

  

There were no hearings scheduled last week. 

  

 

 

Legislation Considered Last Week 
 

House: 

  

The House met in pro forma sessions on December 27 and December 30.  

  

Senate: 

  

The Senate met in pro forma sessions on December 27 and December 30.  

  

 

 

Legislation Introduced Last Week 
 

Date Introduced Bill Number Sponsor Description 

        

1/6/2021 S 3446  

Catherine Cortex Masto 
(D-NV) 

A bill to provide increased oversight of certain pardons, to clarify the 

applicability of bribery prohibitions to pardons and commutations, and for 
other purposes. 

12/30/2021 HR 6352  

David McKinley (R-WV-
1) 

DRUGS Act - To amend the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to 
provide a process to lock and suspend domain names used to facilitate the 
online sale of drugs illegally, and for other purposes. 
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Upcoming Events / Conferences 
 

FirstNet User Summit 

January 18 - 21 - Las Vegas, NV 

  

National Narcotic Officers' Associations' Coalition DC Conference 

January 29 - February 2 - Washington, DC POSTPONED TO July 23-26 

  

MARGIN 15Th Annual Gang Training Conference 

March 27 - 30, 2022 - Hanover, MD 

  

National Fusion Center Association Annual Training Event - Rescheduled Date 

April 11 - 14, 2022 - Alexandria, VA 

  

2022 IALEIA/LEIU Annual Training Event 

April 25 - 29, 2022 - Dallas, TX 

  

Small & Rural Law Enforcement Executives Association Annual Conference 

April 27 – 29, 2022 – Tama, IA 

  

 

 

Congressional Calendar 
 

Dec-21   Jan-22   Feb-22 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat   Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat   Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 2 3 4   2 3 4 5 6 7 8       1 2 3 4 5 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11   9 10 11 12 13 14 15   6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18   16 17 18 19 20 21 22   13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25   23 24 25 26 27 28 29   20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

26 27 28 29 30 31     30 31             27 28           

 

  Senate in Session 

  House in Session 

  House & Senate in Session 

https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=iqCxRtkngBzpAro&b=MnHq1KNXvBc7xxzrCBjt9g
https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=iqCxRtkngBzpAro&b=g9ODv18pdqkPpeeg6o.36A
https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=iqCxRtkngBzpAro&b=aP8GW2.DgNaK47FdKJaTtA
https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=iqCxRtkngBzpAro&b=LCxOxsk9hAlBMNH2O521Kw
https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=iqCxRtkngBzpAro&b=QgNJa6DiouldP6PG0YgAEA
https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=iqCxRtkngBzpAro&b=bRP7q7ZuFgd2VYlsfV_Oqw


  House Cmte. Work &  Senate in Session 

  House Cmte. Work Only 
 

 

 

About BBM 
 

Brooks Bawden Moore, LLC is a team of experienced professionals who serve as trusted advisors to law 

enforcement, homeland security, and intelligence practitioners and solution providers.   

  

Our government relations practice helps clients advance critical policy priorities with Congress, federal agencies, and 

state legislatures.  Our Capitol Hill experience and track record of successful advocacy for public safety causes is 

unmatched.  Our business strategy consulting practice enables companies to connect innovative products and services 

with market needs.  Through decades of service we have built a deep network of relationships at the local, state, and 

federal levels. 
 

 

Ron Brooks 

Partner 
rbrooks@bbm-dc.com 

  

Ben Bawden 

Partner 
bbawden@bbm-dc.com 
  

Chris Moore 

Partner 
cmoore@bbm-dc.com 
  

Josh Ledden 

Director of Government Affairs 

jledden@bbm-dc.com 

  

Melissa Nee 

Director of Government Affairs 
mnee@bbm-dc.com 
  

Jake Schiff 
Government Affairs Associate 
jschiff@bbm-dc.com 
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