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The Brooks Bawden Moore Weekly Update and Analysis highlights the previous week’s floor and committee activities within 

the US Senate and House of Representatives, and this week’s congressional activities that relate to law enforcement and 

homeland security matters. The weekly update also lists legislation introduced the previous week, which may be of interest to 

the law enforcement and homeland security communities. Please let us know if you would like to know more about any of the 

items described in the update. Additionally, please feel free to distribute this product as you see fit.  
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The House and Senate were not in session this week, and will return next week. House and Senate appropriations 

negotiators continue to negotiate a deal on an omnibus appropriations bill before the February 18th deadline. Additionally, 
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with the recent announcement of the retirement of Supreme Court Justice Breyer, the process to replace him will eat up a 

large portion of the Senate's time once a nominee is selected. 

  

Next week, the House Judiciary Committee will hold an oversight hearing on the Federal Bureau of Prisons, and the Senate 

Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee will hold a vote to advance Harris County (TX) Sheriff Ed Gonzalez 

to be the Director of ICE.  Senate HSGAC will also hold a nomination hearing for Kenneth Wainstein to be the 

Undersecretary for DHS Intelligence & Analysis. 

  

 

UPDATED Congressional Retirements - As Congress moves into the Second Session of the 117th Congress, retirement 

announcements have already begun to pour in, with the expectation that many more will occur over the next few weeks. To 

view a running list of Members not seeking reelection, click here. 

  

 

 

CLENT IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

  

The Secure Community Network has been building a shield over US Jewish communities. It saved lives in the Texas 

synagogue attack 

  

When the survivors of last weekend's attack on a Texas synagogue talk about why they're alive today, they point to two 

factors. 

 

One is the work of law enforcement. The second is the training and preparation they got from the Secure Community 

Network, a nonprofit safety and training organization that is "working to build a protective, proactive shield over the North 

American Jewish community," as its national director and CEO told CNN. 

  

"Those courses, that instruction, helped me to understand that you need to act in moments where your life is threatened," 

Rabbi Charlie Cytron-Walker told CNN just days after he and others launched a daring escape from a hostage-taker who'd 

earlier joined their worship service. 

 

"I would not have had the courage, I would not have had the know-how or (known) what to do without that instruction." 

  

Continue reading here. 
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NEW DOJ Establishes Initiative to Strengthen States’ Use of Criminal Justice Data - The Department of Justice recently 

launched Justice Counts, an effort to help states make smarter policy and budget decisions using up-to-date, actionable 

criminal justice data. Justice Counts is being created in response to calls from policymakers and public safety professionals 

for more actionable data on crime, incarceration, community supervision and related topics. You can read the press 

release here. 

  

 

Top House Republicans Aim to Hear from U.S. Law Enforcement Officers Battling America’s Opioid Crisis - House 

Committee on Energy and Commerce Ranking Member Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-WA.) and House Committee on 

Oversight and Reform Ranking Member James Comer (R-KY.) (R-Wash.) sent an open letter to America’s law enforcement 

officers expressing their desire to hear and gather personal stories and all information from officers on the frontlines of 

America’s ongoing fentanyl crisis. If you would like to share your stories and experience dealing with the drug crisis, you can 

find more information here. 

  

 

 

Resources – American Rescue Plan Act (Public Safety Highlights) - On January 6th, the U.S. Department of the 

Treasury issued the Final Rule for the State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds (SLFRF) program, enacted as a part of the 

American Rescue Plan, which delivers $350 billion to state, local, and Tribal governments to support their response to and 

recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic. In the announcement, Treasury noted the final rule – which takes effect on April 1, 

2022 – provides state and local governments with increased flexibility to pursue a wider range of uses, as well as greater 

simplicity so governments can focus on responding to the crisis in their communities and maximizing the impact of their 

funds. Further information on public safety provisions can be found at the link below.  

  

 
Public Safety Highlights Here 

  

 

 

 

BBM Podcast Available- Please check out BBM’s latest podcast – A Discussion with IADLEST on the NDI. 

 

During this episode, Mike Becar – the Executive Director of the International Association of Directors of Law Enforcement 

Standards and Training (IADLEST) – joins us to share information on the National Decertification Index (NDI).  We discuss 

what information is included in the NDI, who is entering records, who has access to conduct searches, and the basics on how 

it works. 
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Listen Here 

  

 

 

JustGrants Virtual Q&A Sessions - The JustGrants team facilitates weekly Virtual Q&A sessions, an opportunity to receive 

direct technical assistance and support on JustGrants system functionality. Sessions focus on Entity Management and Post-

Award Management for DOJ award recipients. Recurring weekly sessions include - Entity Management: Tuesdays, 2–3:30 

p.m. Eastern Time; and Post-Award Management: Mondays, 1–2:30 p.m. Eastern Time. You can register below. 

 
Register Here 

  

 

 

NEW CICC Five in 5 Newsletter (January 28) - The most recent CICC 5 in 5 was released, and features a webinar covering 

techniques and best practices for conducting open-source research in the open Web. Additionally, featured in this week's 

newsletter is a webinar on VALOR, and a webinar to help participants learn about the structure of the Phoenix Police 

Department’s Crime Gun Intelligence Unit (CGIU) and its “outside of the lab” approach to firearm investigations using the 

National Integrated Ballistic Information Network (NIBIN) to provide investigators with real-time, actionable intelligence that 

assists in the arrest and prosecution of violent firearm offenders. You can view the CICC Five in 5 here. 

  

 

NEW RISS Insider 2022-1 Edition - The latest RISS Insider is now available, and features how MAGLOCLEN assisted in 

Operation Highroad, which aimed to tackle high drug-related crimes in Pennsylvania. Additionally, this edition includes an 

article on Law Enforcement Appreciation Day, and the launch of RISS's 2022 impact website. You can view the December 

RISS Insider here. 

  

 

NEW +RISS Equals Results (January 26) - The latest edition of +RISS Equals Results is now available and features the 

LVMPD requesting that the RMIN RISSafe Watch Center deconflict an address for the execution of an arrest warrant of a 

shooting suspect. The LVMPD successfully apprehended the suspect, with the help of the information provided by RMIN. 

You can read the latest +RISS Equals Results here.  

  

 

December 2021 The Rose and Shield Insider - The December 2021 edition of The Rose and Shield Insider from the 

National Law Enforcement Memorial and Museum is now available, and features information on the museum, including extra 

holiday hours, a preview of a special event " Guardians in the Air: Law enforcement Aviation and the 40th Anniversary of Air 
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Florida Flight 90" to be held at the museum in January, and other updates from the museum. You can view the 

newsletter here. 

  

 

 

Articles of Interest 
 

SHOT Show spotlight: Improving LEO decision-making under stress: VirTra aims to increase the realism of 

simulation training with visual upgrades and electrical impulse simulations 

Police 1 | Ron LaPedis 

De-escalation simulators, which originally were marketed as firearms simulators, have become the training method of choice 

for many agencies because they can put officers in street-realistic situations that demand higher levels of critical thinking than 

being put on the range. Multi-incident scenarios help push officers from rote “lizard brain” to split-second frontal cortex 

decision-making processes making them more effective when life-or-death decisions are required on the street. One 

example, which seems relatively easy, is to float multi-colored balloons across the simulator screens, telling the officer to only 

shoot blue balloons with odd numbers on them. Continue reading here. 

  

 

'Swipe left for meth': Florida officials using dating apps to try to find drug dealers 

Yahoo News | Tim Stelloh 

Dozens of people are accused of selling drugs on LGBTQ dating apps and concealing their sales with emojis and code 

words, authorities in Florida said Thursday. Detectives with the Polk County Sheriff’s Office alleged that 52 people used three 

apps — Grindr, Scruff and Taimi — to sell methamphetamines, cocaine, fentanyl, marijuana and other drugs, the sheriff’s 

office said in a news release. Among the emojis that were used were ice cream cones and birthday cakes, Sheriff Grady 

Judd told reporters. The word “Tina” was used for meth, he said. Continue reading here. 

  

 

Marijuana smokers may be more impaired while driving than they think, study suggests  

Fox 5 DC | Catherine Stoddard 

A study published in the Journal JAMA Psychiatry on Jan. 26, found that some regular cannabis users may be driving more 

impaired and for longer than they may think. "Participants’ increasing willingness to drive at 1 hour 30 minutes may indicate  a 

false sense of driving safety. Worse driving performance is evident for several hours post smoking in many users but appears 

to resolve by 4 hours 30 minutes in most individuals," according to the study’s authors.  Authors of the study argued that 
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consistent and frequent use of cannabis negatively affects cognitive function and reduces driving performance. Continue 

reading here. 

  

 

Big Weed is on the brink of scoring big political wins. So where are they? 

Politico | Hailey Fuchs and Natalie Fertig 

Marijuana advocates are stuck in the weeds. Cannabis policy has never had a rosier outlook on Capitol Hill: Democrats 

control both Congress and the White House, seven new states just legalized recreational marijuana, and the cannabis 

industry has gained powerful new allies in companies like Amazon and conservative groups like Americans for Prosperity that 

are backing federal reform. The industry has even lured powerful advocates like former GOP House Speaker John Boehner 

and former Democratic Senate Majority Leader Tom Daschle to help push its agenda. Continue reading here. 

  

 

Amazon Endorses GOP-Led Bill To Federally Legalize Marijuana 

Marijuana Moment | Kyle Jaeger  

Amazon, the second largest private employer in the U.S., is backing a Republican-led bill to federally legalize, tax and 

regulate marijuana. The company’s public policy division said on Tuesday that it is “pleased to endorse” the legislation from  

Rep. Nancy Mace (R-SC), who filed the States Reform Act in November as a middle-ground alternative to more scaled back 

GOP proposals and wide-ranging legalization bills that are being championed by Democrats. “Like so many in this country, 

we believe it’s time to reform the nation’s cannabis policy and Amazon is committed to helping lead the effort,” the company, 

which previously expressed support for a separate, Democratic-led legalization bill, said. Continue reading here. 

  

 

Needle spiking reports to UK police exceed 1,300 in six months 

The Guardian | Alexandra Topping 

More than 1,300 reports of needle spiking have been made to UK police forces in less than six months, MPs have heard. 

Jason Harwin, the National Police Chiefs Council’s drugs lead, told a home affairs committee inquiry into spiking that police  

forces had received 1,382 reports of drug spiking using needles since September, compared with 1,903 crimes that could be 

linked to spiking in 2019. Forces were aware of 14 secondary offences, such as sexual assault or theft, potentially linked to 

needle spiking, he added. Continue reading here. 

  

 

Police departments across America struggle to retain and recruit officers  

Fox News | Madison Scarpino 
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Police departments across the country are struggling to retain officers and hire new recruits. A lot of them blame it on how the 

public views law enforcement, because of controversy surrounding police reform and deadly use of force. The Eastern 

Missouri Police Academy saw around half as many recruits join in 2021 compared to 2020, and that drop-off is continuing. 

The main concern now is with violent crime rates increasing across the country, there won’t be enough cops to stop the 

criminals. 22-year-old Joe Marones is months from completing training at the Eastern Missouri Police Academy in Lake St. 

Louis, Mo. He'll be the first in his family to join law enforcement, but he’s had his doubts.  Continue reading here. 

  

 

Senate Republicans preemptively blast Biden police reform order 

Washington Examiner | Sarah Westwood 

Senate Republicans are already taking aim at a police reform executive order that President Joe Biden is expected to sign in 

the coming days, warning that the order would effectively defund state and local police departments. Seven GOP senators, 

including Sens. Ted Cruz and Josh Hawley, signed a letter to Biden on Friday that raised a series of concerns about the 

restrictions outlined in a leaked draft of the order. “These hard-left policies are extremely ill-advised, dangerous to Americans, 

and would only further demoralize law enforcement,” the senators wrote. “We are baffled as to why this Administration would 

want to implement this EO, which is tantamount to defunding the police.”. Continue reading here. 

  

 

Much of America wants policing to change. But these self-proclaimed experts tell officers they’re doing just fine. 

The Washington Post | Robert Klemko 

Lee Greenwood’s “God Bless the USA” screamed from the casino conference room speakers as hundreds of police officers 

stood to welcome Tomi Lahren with cheers and whistles. The 29-year-old political commentator was the most anticipated 

presenter at the Street Cop Training Conference in Atlantic City in October, pumping up officers at a time when shootings by 

police, especially of Black civilians, have fueled calls for a rethinking of public safety and most Americans doubt police are 

adequately trained to avoid using excessive force. Lahren offered a starkly different worldview, one in which Black Lives 

Matter activists are “thugs, felons and criminals” and a “terrorist organization,” and Democrats are instilling violent chaos  in 

an effort to nationalize policing and restrict individual freedoms. Continue reading here. 

  

 

DOJ's No. 2 says addressing violent crime and police misconduct is not 'an either/or'  

CNN | Evan Perez and Tierney Sneed 

Amid a violent crime wave, and as congressional efforts on police reform have petered out, Deputy Attorney General Lisa 

Monaco touted the Biden administration's efforts to both support law enforcement and address police misconduct. "This is not 

an either/or," Monaco told CNN in an exclusive interview Tuesday. "We have got to do both." The department, under 

President Joe Biden, has doubled down on investigations into allegations of discriminatory policing after the Trump 

https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=gD18KCPJmBzpAro&b=vEuyn8ox9B8Llhnf1WWonA
https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=gD18KCPJmBzpAro&b=PD6uLnR4hq.RkDVxzK5MGw
https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=gD18KCPJmBzpAro&b=dV9E5HfUYXlxPqeKYjyCVg


administration scaled back that work. But the Biden administration has also bolstered the resources the department's offered 

law enforcement, with the department making $1.6 billion in grants available last year for policing programs aimed at 

reducing violent crime. Continue reading here. 

  

 

IRS to require taxpayers to submit selfies to access website  

Washington Examiner | Nihal Krishan 

The IRS will soon require payers to provide selfies in order to provide more secure access to certain tools and applications 

on its website. The additional layer of facial recognition will be needed from the summer of 2022 onward in order to log in to 

the IRS website and access the Child Tax Credit Update Portal, check online accounts, get tax transcripts, or view online 

payment agreements. However, the IRS said people will not be required to submit a selfie or go through a facial recognition 

software in order to submit their tax returns. Continue reading here. 

  

 

FirstNet exceeds 3 million connections and 19,500 agencies, AT&T reports 

Urgent Communications | Donny Jackson 

FirstNet added more than 1 million connections last year, providing more than 3 million connections to more than 19,500 

public-safety agencies at the end of 2021, according to figures reported this morning by AT&T, the contractor responsible for 

building and maintaining the nationwide public-safety broadband network (NPSBN). AT&T officials barely mentioned FirstNet 

during today’s quarterly conference call highlighting the carrier giant’s performance during the final quarter of 2021, but a  

company spokesperson provided the updated FirstNet adoption figures. These numbers mean that FirstNet added about 1.1 

million connections and 4,500 subscribing agencies during 2021, based on figures released last year at this time.  Continue 

reading here. 

  

 

 

 

There were no hearings scheduled this week. 

  

 

Upcoming Scheduled Hearings/Markups: 
 

Senate HELP Committee - Full Committee Hearing 

Mental Health and Substance Use Disorders: Responding to the Growing Crisis 
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February 1 @ 10:00 am - 430 Dirksen 

  

House Ways & Means Committee - Full Committee Hearing 

America’s Mental Health Crisis 

February 2 @ 10:00 am - 1100 Longworth 

  

House Homeland Security Committee - Full Committee Hearing 

The Dynamic Terrorism Landscape and What it Means for America 

February 2 @ 10:00 am - Virtual Hearing 

  

Senate Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs Committee - Full Committee Markup 

February 2 @ 11:00 am - 342 Dirksen 

Nomination of Ed Gonzalez to be Assistant Secretary for Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement, U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

S. 3470, End Human Trafficking in Government Contracts Act of 2022 

S. 2483, Improving Cybersecurity of Small Organizations Act of 2021 

  

House Judiciary Committee - Crime Subcommittee Hearing 

Oversight of the Federal Bureau of Prisons 

February 3 @ 10:00 am - Virtual Hearing 

  

Senate Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs Committee - Full Committee Hearing 

Nominations of William J. Valdez to be Under Secretary for Management, U.S. Department of Homeland Security; Dimitri 

Kusnezov to be Under Secretary for Science & Technology, U.S. Department of Homeland Security; and the Honorable 

Kenneth L. Wainstein to be Under Secretary for Intelligence & Analysis, U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

February 3 @ 10:15 am - 342 Dirksen 

  

 

 

 

House: 

  

The House met in pro forma sessions on January 25 and January 28. 
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Senate: 

  

Note: Due to Senate scheduling and rules, additional items not listed may be added to the calendar for consideration. 

  

The Senate met in pro forma sessions on January 24 and January 27. 

  

 

 

Recap of Last Week's Hearings & Markups 
 

Note: For more details on any of the following hearings, we can provide access to hearing transcripts upon request. 

  

House Homeland Security Committee - Border Security Subcommittee Hearing 

Assessing the State of America’s Seaports 

January 19 @ 2:00 pm - Virtual Hearing 

  

House Homeland Security Committee - Cybersecurity Subcommittee Hearing 

Securing Democracy: Protecting Against Threats to Election Infrastructure and Voter Confidence 

January 20 @ 2:00 pm - Virtual Hearing 

  

 

 

Legislation Considered Last Week 
 

House: 
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The House was in session, however they did not consider anything affecting the law enforcement or homeland security 

communities. 

  

Senate: 

  

The Senate was in session, however they did not consider anything affecting the law enforcement or homeland security 

communities. 

  

 

 

Legislation Introduced Last Week 
 

Date Introduced Bill Number Sponsor Description 

        

1/25/2022 HR 6495  

Nicole Malliotakis (R-NY-
11) 

Crime Doesn’t Fly Act of 2022 - To prohibit the Administrator of the 
Transportation Security Administration from accepting warrants for the 
arrest of aliens as valid proof of identification at aviation security 
checkpoints, and for other purposes. 

1/25/2022 HR 6479  
Karen Bass (D-CA-37) 

Put Trafficking Victims First Act of 2021 - To direct the Attorney General to 

study issues relating to human trafficking, and for other purposes. 

1/21/2022 HR 6473  
August Pfluger (R-TX-11) 

To require the Secretary of Homeland Security to publish the number of 
known or suspected terrorists encountered attempting to enter the United 
States on a monthly basis, and for other purposes. 

1/21/2022 HR 6469  

Jaime Herrera Beutler 
(R-WA-3) 

Refund the Police Act of 2022 - To authorize grants for States and units of 

local government to reverse law enforcement efforts that have been 
restricted, and for other purposes. 

1/20/2022 HR 6440  
Steve Cohen (D-TN-9) 

Safer Streets Act of 2022 - To amend the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe 
Streets Act of 1968 to establish a grant program for jurisdictions with high 
rates of violent crime, and for other purposes. 

1/20/2022 HR 6439  
Tim Burchett (R-TN-2) 

Fentanyl Trafficker Elimination Act - To amend the Controlled Substances 
Act to provide for life imprisonment for certain offenses involving Fentanyl, 
and for other purposes. 

1/19/2022 S 3524  
Ron Wyden (D-OR) 

A bill to regulate monitoring of electronic communications between an 
incarcerated person in a Bureau of Prisons facility and that person's 
attorney or other legal representative, and for other purposes. 
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Upcoming Events / Conferences 
 

National Narcotic Officers' Associations' Coalition DC Conference 

January 29 - February 2 - Washington, DC POSTPONED TO July 23-26 

  

National Sheriffs Association Winter Conference 

February 5 - 8 - Washington, DC 

  

Major County Sheriffs Association Winter Conference 

February 6 - 9 - Washington DC 

  

MARGIN 15Th Annual Gang Training Conference 

March 27 - 30, 2022 - Hanover, MD 

  

National Fusion Center Association Annual Training Event 

April 11 - 14, 2022 - Alexandria, VA Rescheduled Date 

  

2022 IALEIA/LEIU Annual Training Event 

April 25 - 29, 2022 - Dallas, TX 

  

Small & Rural Law Enforcement Executives Association Annual Conference 

April 27 – 29, 2022 – Tama, IA 

  

International Association of Directors of Law Enforcement Standards and Training 2022 Conference 

May 15 - 18, 2022 - Fort Worth, TX 

  

National Narcotic Officers' Associations' Coalition DC Conference 

July 23 - 26 - Washington, DC Rescheduled Date 

 

 

Congressional Calendar 
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About BBM 
 

Brooks Bawden Moore, LLC is a team of experienced professionals who serve as trusted advisors to law 

enforcement, homeland security, and intelligence practitioners and solution providers.   

  

Our government relations practice helps clients advance critical policy priorities with Congress, federal agencies, and 

state legislatures.  Our Capitol Hill experience and track record of successful advocacy for public safety causes is 

unmatched.  Our business strategy consulting practice enables companies to connect innovative products and services 

with market needs.  Through decades of service we have built a deep network of relationships at the local, state, and 

federal levels. 
 

 

Ron Brooks 

Partner 
rbrooks@bbm-dc.com 
  

Ben Bawden 

Partner 
bbawden@bbm-dc.com 
  

Chris Moore 

Partner 
cmoore@bbm-dc.com 
  

Josh Ledden 

Director of Government Affairs 

jledden@bbm-dc.com 
  

Melissa Nee 

Director of Government Affairs 
mnee@bbm-dc.com 
  

Jake Schiff 
Government Affairs Associate 
jschiff@bbm-dc.com 
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