
 

Weekly Update & Analysis 
Your Premier Analysis of Federal Public Safety Policy 

 

 

September 27 - October 1, 2021 
 

 

 

  

The Brooks Bawden Moore Weekly Update and Analysis highlights the 

previous week’s floor and committee activities within the US Senate and 

House of Representatives, and this week’s congressional activities that relate 

to law enforcement and homeland security matters. The weekly update also 

lists legislation introduced the previous week, which may be of interest to the 

law enforcement and homeland security communities. Please let us know if 

you would like to know more about any of the items described in the update. 

Additionally, please feel free to distribute this product as you see fit. 
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Shutdown Averted! The House and Senate were in session this week, with the 

focus on passing a Continuing Resolution to keep the government funded, 

addressing the debt ceiling, infrastructure legislation, and a larger budget 

reconciliation bill addressing various infrastructure and social issues. 

Congress approved, and President Biden signed into law a Continuing 

Resolution that would keep the Federal government open through December 

3. The CR ultimately did not include the suspension of the debt limit, but did 

include an extension of DEA's authority to restrict fentanyl analogues. You can 

read more on the CR here. 

  

Negotiations on the infrastructure and budget reconciliation bills continue in 

the House, as moderates and progressive Democrats disagree on the best 

path forward for both bills. Timing for a vote on both of these bills in the House 

is unknown as of Friday afternoon.  

  

The House Judiciary Committee approved the MORE Act this week. The More 

Act would decriminalize marijuana at the federal level. You can read more on 

this here. Additionally, the House Homeland Security Committee held two 

hearings looking back over the past 20 years since 9/11, and examined the 

Transportation Security Administration and overall DHS management, 

structure and operations.  
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Bipartisan Addiction and Mental Health Task Force Announces 2021 

Legislative Agenda - This week, the Bipartisan Addiction and Mental Health 

Task Force unveiled the Task Force’s 2021 Legislative Agenda. The approach 

outlines ongoing bipartisan efforts in Congress to address the dual addiction 

and mental health public health crises that have been exacerbated by the 

COVID-19 pandemic. You can read more on this effort, along with detailed 

blueprint of their agenda here. 

  
 

DHS Announces Continued Efforts, Outlines Steps Taken to Address 

Best Practices in Law Enforcement Efforts - This week, the Department of 

Homeland Security (DHS) announced the formation of the Law Enforcement 

Coordination Council (LECC) – the Department’s first unified law enforcement 

coordination body – to comprehensively assess a broad range of law 

enforcement matters, including its law enforcement policies and training.  The 

LECC, which will be chaired by Secretary Alejandro N. Mayorkas, will 

immediately begin comprehensive reviews that ensure more fair, equitable, 

and impartial policing, as well as officer and community safety. You can read 

the announcement here. 

  
 

DEA Issues Public Safety Alert on Fake Pills - The Drug Enforcement 

Administration issued a Public Safety Alert this week warning Americans of 

the alarming increase in the lethality and availability of fake prescription pills 

containing fentanyl and methamphetamine. DEA’s Public Safety Alert, the first 

in six years, seeks to raise public awareness of a significant nationwide surge 

in counterfeit pills that are mass-produced by criminal drug networks in labs, 
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deceptively marketed as legitimate prescription pills, and are killing 

unsuspecting Americans at an unprecedented rate. This alert does not apply 

to legitimate pharmaceutical medications prescribed by medical professionals 

and dispensed by licensed pharmacists. You can read more on this alert here. 

  
 

  

Fall Edition of The Coalition - The 2021 fall edition of the National Narcotic 

Officers’ Associations’ Coalition magazine, “The Coalition” is now available. 

The magazine includes updates from the NNOAC Board and Regional 

Directors, articles on important issues affecting drug enforcement including the 

failing drug policy in the U.S., highlights of the recent Rocky Mountain HIDTA 

Report on marijuana in Colorado, and other highly relevant topics. Check out 

the Fall 2021 magazine at the link below! 

  

 

Read Here 
  

 

 

New IACP PIOC Chair - BBM would like to congratulate our friend, Assistant 

Director Richard Littlehale, Tennessee Bureau of Investigation, as the new 

Chair of the IACP Police Investigative Operations Committee (PIOC). 

  

Rich supervises the TBI's Technology and Innovation Division, which ensures 

that the best investigative, communications, and support technologies are 

available to TBI agents and the Tennessee law enforcement community. He 

oversees TBI’s online child exploitation, criminal intelligence, cyber 

investigations, digital forensics, and electronic surveillance functions, the TBI 

component of the Tennessee Fusion Center, and the TBI's information 
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technology infrastructure. He has testified as an expert witness on 

communications records in numerous homicide and violent crime trials, and 

chairs the Technology and Digital Evidence Committee of the Association of 

State Criminal Investigative Agencies.  Rich is an attorney, teaches criminal 

procedure and electronic surveillance law, and frequently serves as an expert 

on access to digital evidence for the state and local law enforcement 

community before Congress and other bodies.  

  
 

Weapon Transition Study - A recent study published in The Police Journal 

shows the effects of transitioning between a firearm and TASER. The 

research described in the article tested the perception-response times for 

experienced police officers to transition from a firearm to a TASER and from a 

TASER to a firearm. Here are some important takeaways.  

• 70% of the officers participating in the study have not been required by 

their agency to practice weapon transitions. 

• Average times: Transitioning from TASER to firearm was 2.49 seconds. 

Transitioning from firearm to TASER was 4.7 seconds – more than 

twice as long. 

• It is faster to move up the use of force continuum than down.  

• There was a degree of “fumbling” and uncertainty during transitioning. 

Participants often had to look down at their belt to transition. 

• VirTra’s V-300 was used during the study with turning targets on a 

marksmanship course. 

• Page 6: “This makes simulators attractive for both law enforcement 

training and research purposes.” 



 

Read the Study Here 
  

 

 

2021 Destination Zero Conference for Officer Safety & Wellness - The 

National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund invites you to attend the 

virtual Destination Zero Officer Safety and Wellness Conference, an annual 

gathering of law enforcement officials who are dedicated to improving the 

safety and wellness of their officers. The conference will take place on 

October 15 and is free of charge. Click on the link below for more information 

on the event and to register. This year’s conference will feature sessions on: 

Cardiac Wellness Improving Wellness and Resiliency; Comprehensive Officer 

Safety & Pandemic Preparedness; SAFLEO and Suicide Awareness; and 

Officer Traffic Safety and the past and future of Officer Safety and Wellness. 

  

 

More Information and Registration 
  

 

 

BBM’s Ron Brooks Joined NLEOMF Changemakers of Law Enforcement 

Panel Discussion - The National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund 

held a panel discussion, Changemakers of Law Enforcement, which explored 

the unique challenges that surfaced after the 9/11 attacks and the leaders that 

innovated new responses in moving the country forward. The response to the 

challenges brought by the 9/11 attacks—or, in some cases, simply illuminated 

by the attacks—needed law enforcement leaders willing to innovate and 

answer the call of duty. During this discussion, you will learn more about the 

ways American law enforcement evolved after 9/11, how those changes 

inform our current challenges and opportunities, and better understand 
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leadership principles and techniques/approaches used by these leaders. 

Check out the discussion below. 

  

Changemakers of Law Enforcement  

  

 

JustGrants Virtual Q&A Sessions - The JustGrants team facilitates weekly 

Virtual Q&A sessions, an opportunity to receive direct technical assistance 

and support on JustGrants system functionality. Sessions focus on Entity 

Management and Post-Award Management for DOJ award recipients. 

Recurring weekly sessions include - Entity Management: Tuesdays, 2–3:30 

p.m. Eastern Time; and Post-Award Management: Mondays, 1–2:30 p.m. 

Eastern Time. You can register below. 

 

Register Here 
  

 

 

Job Announcements: Executive Director, International Association of 

Law Enforcement Intelligence Analysts - IALEIA is seeking a Executive 

Director who is responsible for representing IALEIA by interacting with law 

enforcement executives, national and international committees, and criminal 

intelligence entities, in both commercial and government markets. You can 

find more information here or here. 
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Latest BBM Podcast: Fall 2021 Hill Preview 

September 9, 2021 - Please check out BBM’s latest podcast –  Turning 

Seasons and Churning Lawmakers.  During this session, the Director of 

Government Affairs for the National District Attorneys Association, Frank 

Russo, joins us to discuss priorities for the fall.  We walk through a long list of 

items Congress will be working when they get back from recess, including the 

budget reconciliation package, infrastructure, criminal justice reform, and 

more. 

 

Listen Here 
  

 

 

DEA's Virtual Red Ribbon Rally, October 5th - The Drug Enforcement 

Administration will hold its annual National Red Ribbon Rally virtually this year. 

The virtual rally will premiere on https://www.dea.gov on October 5, 2021, and 

be available to share throughout the month of October. 

 

During Red Ribbon Week, young people in communities and schools across 

the nation pledge to live drug free by wearing red ribbons and participating in 

antidrug events. Red Ribbon Week is also a time to pay tribute to DEA Special 

Agent Enrique “Kiki” Camarena, whose tragic murder led to the creation of the 

Red Ribbon Campaign.  

 

Any questions regarding the virtual rally please 

email: community.outreach@usdoj.gov.   

For more information and resources for  Red Ribbon Week please 

visit: https://www.dea.gov/redribbon. 
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Download the Invitation 
  

 

 

 

Latest Rocky Mountain HIDTA Report on Marijuana - The Rocky Mountain 

HIDTA released its latest report on the impact of legalization of marijuana in 

Colorado. The report shows that since recreational marijuana was legalized in 

2013, traffic deaths in which drivers tested positive for marijuana increased 

138% while all Colorado traffic deaths increased 29%. Additionally, according 

to the report, past month marijuana use (ages 12 and older) increased 26% 

and is 61% higher than the national average. 

  

 

Read Report Here 
  

 

 

 

Resources – American Rescue Plan Act (State/Local Aid) - Please check 

out the BBM's recent blog posting to find several resources on state/local aid 

included in the COVID relief bill Congress passed in March 2021. We have 

received a number of inquiries on how this money is to be allocated and how it 

can be spent. We have included several resources outlining this at the link 

below. Additionally, please feel free to contact BBM with additional questions. 

  

 

State/Local Aid Resources Here 
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CICC Five in 5 Newsletter (October 1) - The most recent CICC 5 in 5 was 

released, and features a webinar discussing traffic fatalities and the process of 

investigating these cases for law enforcement. Additionally, it features a new 

PERF publication discusses officer safety and wellness initiatives within 

departments, and a new NIJ publication on the expansion of ShotSpotter and 

how it has helped law enforcement agencies become more aware of incidents 

involving gunfire. You can view the CICC Five in 5 here. 

  
 

September RISS Insider - The latest RISS Insider is now available, and 

features the new RMIN Deputy Director Sheri Ferguson. Ms. Ferguson has 

been with RMIN for 28 years. Additionally, it provides an overview of what 

RISS resources provides. You can view the August RISS Insider here. 

  
 

+RISS Equals Results (September 22) - The latest edition of +RISS Equals 

Results is now available and features the use of MOCIC equipment used to 

investigate suspected drug traffickers. The equipment was used to document 

evidence of criminal activity and reveal the target source of supply. You can 

read the latest +RISS Equals Results here.  

  
 

September 2021 The Rose and Shield Insider - The September 2021 

edition of The Rose and Shield Insider from the National Law Enforcement 

Memorial and Museum is now available, and highlights the grand reopening of 

the National Law Enforcement Museum on August 27, a new post-9/11 exhibit 

at the museum, and a highlight of the upcoming Police Weekend 2021 to be 

held October 13-17. It also features other events and ways to support the 

Museum. You can view the newsletter here. 
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Client in the Spotlight 

  

Jewish security group opens national 

command center in Chicago 

Forward | Monique Beals 

Following a spike in antisemitic threats, the Secure Community Network, 

which coordinates security for Jewish institutions nationwide, has opened a 

state-of-the-art command center in Chicago to monitor antisemitic threats. “We 

heard the message loud and clear – more needs to be done to protect the 

Jewish community,” said Michael Masters, national director and CEO of SCN. 

He called the new facility “a significant step forward in protecting our people” 

that “integrates a highly advanced proprietary stack of technology” which 

alerts monitors to incidents in real time. And he said he is proud of its initial 

results. 
  

 


