
Weekly Update & Analysis 
Your Premier Analysis of Federal Public Safety Policy 

 

 

September 20 - 24, 2021 
 

 

 

  

The Brooks Bawden Moore Weekly Update and Analysis highlights the 

previous week’s floor and committee activities within the US Senate and 

House of Representatives, and this week’s congressional activities that relate 

to law enforcement and homeland security matters. The weekly update also 

lists legislation introduced the previous week, which may be of interest to the 

law enforcement and homeland security communities. Please let us know if 

you would like to know more about any of the items described in the update. 

Additionally, please feel free to distribute this product as you see fit. 
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The House and Senate were in session this week, with the House and Senate 

Homeland Security Committee's each holding a hearing on worldwide threats 

to the homeland, with key security officials testifying. The House also 

approved the annual National Defense Authorization Act this week. An 

amendment that would have implemented significant changes to the 1033 

program, which transfers excess military equipment to law state and local law 

enforcement agencies, was defeated. However, the House did approve an 

amendment to attach the SAFE Banking Act to the bill. The SAFE Banking Act 

would allow marijuana businesses access to banking services. You can read 

more on these amendments to the NDAA here. 

  

The House also approved a Continuing Resolution lasting through Dec. 3. It 

also suspends the statutory debt ceiling until after the midterm elections, and 

provides nearly $35 billion to address natural disasters and helps relocate 

Afghans who fled their country after the Taliban takeover. The bill also extends 

the temporary scheduling order issued by the Drug Enforcement 

Administration to place fentanyl-related substances in Schedule I of the 

Controlled Substances Act through January 28. Because of the inclusion of 

the provision to suspend the debt ceiling, its passage in the Senate remains in 

doubt. You can read more on this here. 

  

Speaker Nancy Pelosi has stated that the House intends to consider the 

infrastructure and budget reconciliation measures next week, despite threats 

from both wings of her party to derail these bills if certain demands are not 

met. You can read more on the reconciliation bill here. Also next week, the 

House Judiciary Committee has announced its intention to consider the 

MORE Act, which would decriminalize marijuana at the federal level by 

removing the substance from the Controlled Substances Act, among other 

things.  

  
 

National Faith & Blue Weekend 2021 - National law enforcement groups, the 

U.S. Department of Justice, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, and 

an Atlanta-based social change organization are jointly organizing the most 
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consolidated police-community engagement project in history — National 

Faith & Blue Weekend 2021. The second annual Faith & Blue is set for Friday, 

October 8 through Monday, October 11, 2021.  

  

During National Faith & Blue Weekend 2021, law enforcement agencies 

across the United States will partner with faith-based and other community 

organizations to host public activities focused on repairing and strengthening 

the bond between communities and those that protect them. The activities will 

include forums and town halls, peace and unity walks and marches, picnics, 

athletic events, vigils, and other activities that foster an environment of 

problem-solving, resolution, and reconciliation. Activities will be conducted in a 

socially distanced manner, in small groups, and virtually. You can read 

more here. You can watch the promo video here or by clicking below. 

  
 

JustGrants Virtual Q&A Sessions - The JustGrants team facilitates weekly 

Virtual Q&A sessions, an opportunity to receive direct technical assistance 

and support on JustGrants system functionality. Sessions focus on Entity 

Management and Post-Award Management for DOJ award recipients. 

Recurring weekly sessions include - Entity Management: Tuesdays, 2–3:30 

p.m. Eastern Time; and Post-Award Management: Mondays, 1–2:30 p.m. 

Eastern Time. You can register below. 

 

Register Here 
  

 

 

Strengthening Police Department Wellness Program - In 2017, the COPS 

Office selected the Police Executive Research Forum (PERF) to implement 

and manage the Officer Safety and Wellness (OSW) Technical Assistance 

Project, an initiative that included providing support and expertise to law 

enforcement agencies with respect to their employee wellness services. This 

publication presents findings based on PERF’s work with a preliminary group 

of agencies and recommendations that will be valuable to other agencies 

seeking to develop or grow their own wellness programming. You can read the 

report here. 
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Job Announcements: Executive Director, International Association of 

Law Enforcement Intelligence Analysts - IALEIA is seeking a Executive 

Director who is responsible for representing IALEIA by interacting with law 

enforcement executives, national and international committees, and criminal 

intelligence entities, in both commercial and government markets. You can 

find more information here or here. 

  
 

 

Latest BBM Podcast: Fall 2021 Hill Preview 

September 9, 2021 - Please check out BBM’s latest podcast –  Turning 

Seasons and Churning Lawmakers.  During this session, the Director of 

Government Affairs for the National District Attorneys Association, Frank 

Russo, joins us to discuss priorities for the fall.  We walk through a long list of 

items Congress will be working when they get back from recess, including the 

budget reconciliation package, infrastructure, criminal justice reform, and 

more. 

 

Listen Here 
  

 

 

DEA's Virtual Red Ribbon Rally, October 5th - The Drug Enforcement 

Administration will hold its annual National Red Ribbon Rally virtually this year. 

The virtual rally will premiere on https://www.dea.gov on October 5, 2021, and 

be available to share throughout the month of October. 

 

During Red Ribbon Week, young people in communities and schools across 

the nation pledge to live drug free by wearing red ribbons and participating in 

antidrug events. Red Ribbon Week is also a time to pay tribute to DEA Special 

Agent Enrique “Kiki” Camarena, whose tragic murder led to the creation of the 

Red Ribbon Campaign.  

 

Any questions regarding the virtual rally please 
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email: community.outreach@usdoj.gov.   

For more information and resources for  Red Ribbon Week please 

visit: https://www.dea.gov/redribbon. 

  

 

Download the Invitation 
  

 

 

 

Latest Rocky Mountain HIDTA Report on Marijuana - The Rocky Mountain 

HIDTA released its latest report on the impact of legalization of marijuana in 

Colorado. The report shows that since recreational marijuana was legalized in 

2013, traffic deaths in which drivers tested positive for marijuana increased 

138% while all Colorado traffic deaths increased 29%. Additionally, according 

to the report, past month marijuana use (ages 12 and older) increased 26% 

and is 61% higher than the national average. 

  

 

Read Report Here 
  

 

 

 

Resources – American Rescue Plan Act (State/Local Aid) - Please check 

out the BBM's recent blog posting to find several resources on state/local aid 

included in the COVID relief bill Congress passed in March 2021. We have 

received a number of inquiries on how this money is to be allocated and how it 

can be spent. We have included several resources outlining this at the link 

below. Additionally, please feel free to contact BBM with additional questions. 

  

 

State/Local Aid Resources Here 
  

 

 

CICC Five in 5 Newsletter (September 24) - The most recent CICC 5 in 5 

was released, and features a National Police Foundation webinar on gun 

violence, an OVC webinar on advanced training in assisting individuals and 

families harmed by homicide, and an NIJ webinar discussing the conclusions 
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that can be drawn from footwear evidence reports. You can view the CICC 

Five in 5 here. 

  
 

September RISS Insider - The latest RISS Insider is now available, and 

features the new RMIN Deputy Director Sheri Ferguson. Ms. Ferguson has 

been with RMIN for 28 years. Additionally, it provides an overview of what 

RISS resources provides. You can view the August RISS Insider here. 

  
 

+RISS Equals Results (September 22) - The latest edition of +RISS Equals 

Results is now available and features the use of MOCIC equipment used to 

investigate suspected drug traffickers. The equipment was used to document 

evidence of criminal activity and reveal the target source of supply. You can 

read the latest +RISS Equals Results here.  

  
 

September 2021 The Rose and Shield Insider - The September 2021 

edition of The Rose and Shield Insider from the National Law Enforcement 

Memorial and Museum is now available, and highlights the grand reopening of 

the National Law Enforcement Museum on August 27, a new post-9/11 exhibit 

at the museum, and a highlight of the upcoming Police Weekend 2021 to be 

held October 13-17. It also features other events and ways to support the 

Museum. You can view the newsletter here. 

  

 

 

Articles of Interest 
 

Murder Rose by Almost 30% in 2020. It’s Rising at a Slower Rate in 2021. 

The New York Times | Jeff Asher 

The United States in 2020 experienced the biggest rise in murder since the 

start of national record-keeping in 1960, according to data gathered by the 

F.B.I. for its annual report on crime. The Uniform Crime Report will stand as 
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the official word on an unusually grim year, detailing a rise in murder of around 

29 percent. The previous largest one-year change was a 12.7 percent 

increase in 1968. The national rate — murders per 100,000 — still remains 

about one-third below the rate in the early 1990s. Continue reading here. 

  
 

Wray says FBI domestic terrorism caseload has 'exploded' since last 

year 

The Hill | Maggie Miller 

FBI Director Christopher Wray on Tuesday testified to a Senate committee 

that his agency's domestic terrorism caseload had "exploded" since early 

2020, in particular cases involving racially or ethnically motivated crimes. 

"Since the spring of 2020, so for the past 16, 18 months or so, we have more 

than doubled our domestic terrorism caseload from about 1,000 to around 

2,700 investigations, and we have surged personnel to match, more than 

doubling the amount of people working that threat than the year before," Wray 

testified during a Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs 

Committee hearing on threats to the homeland. . Continue reading here. 

  
 

No More Jailbreaks 

National Review | Tom Cotton 

Last year, for the first time in American history, more than 100,000 Americans 

died as a result of drug overdoses and homicides. This deadly contagion of 

crime continues to afflict our communities and even shows signs of worsening. 

Yet politicians in Washington plan to reduce federal sentences for criminals 

and release thousands of drug traffickers and gang members back onto the 

streets. Recently, the Senate Judiciary Committee has approved several bills 

that would take criminal leniency to new extremes and public safety to new 

lows. These bills would shorten sentences for heroin and fentanyl traffickers, 

grant early release to thousands of drug dealers, expand house arrest for drug 

kingpins, and prohibit judges from taking into account certain past criminal 

activity in sentencing. Unwise even in a normal year, this salvo of pro-crime 

policies will exacerbate record-high overdose deaths and violent 

crime. Continue reading here. 
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Here's why Amazon is lobbying the government to legalize marijuana 

The Hill | Adam Barnes 

Amazon announced Tuesday that it is actively lobbying Congress in favor of 

legalizing cannabis at the federal level in part to promote equitable hiring 

practices. The company’s effort began in June, when it said it would no longer 

screen prospective employees for marijuana use for positions not regulated by 

the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT). Amazon made the changes 

given data that shows certain cannabis policies disproportionately affect 

people of color, and due to a swath of states updating their own marijuana 

laws. Continue reading here. 

  
 

Bipartisan police reform talks crumble 

Politico | Marianne Levine and Nicholas Wu 

The bipartisan police reform talks have officially collapsed. The end to the 

discussions comes after Sens. Cory Booker (D-N.J.) and Tim Scott (R-S.C.) 

and Rep. Karen Bass (D-Calif.) spent months trying to reach an agreement 

with little progress. The negotiators had moved their self-imposed deadline for 

coming to a deal several times, but the differences between both sides 

ultimately proved too vast.. Continue reading here. 

  
 

House adds cannabis banking to NDAA, setting up a test of Senate 

support 

Roll Call | Caitlin Reilly 

An amendment to the House defense authorization bill that would connect 

cannabis companies to the banking system has bipartisan support in both 

chambers, but its chances in the Senate are uncertain. Late on Tuesday 

evening, the House agreed by voice vote to adopt an amendment offered by 

Rep. Ed Perlmutter, D-Colo., that would bar federal banking regulators from 

taking action against banks that serve cannabis businesses operating legally 

under state law. The amendment attaches provisions of Perlmutter’s cannabis 
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banking bill to the fiscal 2022 defense authorization bill.  Continue 

reading here. 

  
 

Biden administration issuing new security guidance to companies aimed 

at blunting cyberattacks 

CNN | Sean Lyngaas 

The Biden administration is issuing new security guidance to critical 

infrastructure firms in an attempt to blunt the impact of ransomware and other 

hacks, following a series of attacks on US companies. The recommendations, 

which are expected to be be released by the departments of Commerce and 

Homeland Security on Wednesday, are aimed at protecting the computer 

systems that end up in sensitive US facilities from hacking. The baseline 

security measures are needed to "protect national and economic security, as 

well as public health and safety," the departments said in a statement. The 

recommendations include having protocols in place to identify cybersecurity 

risks and for companies to regularly drill for cyberattacks on their 

networks. Continue reading here. 

  
 

Extremists using video-game chats to spread hate 

BBC | Carl Miller and Shiroma Silva 

Over three months, researchers found anti-Semitism, racism and homophobia 

on platforms, including DLive and Odysee, where users stream and chat about 

games such as Call of Duty and Minecraft. Campaigners say including 

extremist narratives among everyday conversations can be a pathway to 

radicalisation. These conversations then move to spaces such as private 

Telegram channels. Continue reading here. 

  
 

Judge: Race- and sex-based hiring goals at Cincinnati Police 

Department unconstitutional 

Cincinnati Enquirer | Kevin Grasha 

The Cincinnati Police Department can no longer use race- or sex-based goals 

instituted decades ago in hiring or when awarding promotions, a federal judge 
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has ruled. The decision issued Wednesday by U.S. District Judge Susan Dlott 

surrounds a consent decree from 1981 that was intended to address 

discrimination against Black people and women in both hiring as well as 

promotions to sergeant. The city had sought to maintain the policy, which said 

34% of all new hires must be Black and 23% of all new hires must be women. 

It also said Black officers and women officers must comprise at least 25% of 

promotions to sergeant. Continue reading here. 

  
 

Firefighters Found Public Safety Network FirstNet 

All Things FirstNet | Editorial Staff 

Thomas Nicolette and Fred Scalera, both New Jersey firefighters during 9/11, 

were at the New Jersey Transit Rail terminal at Hoboken on the Hudson River. 

There they both managed the decontamination of individuals departing ferries 

from the city on 9/11. The men and women of all ages departing the ferries 

were an entire mix of emotions, from distraught to angry, confused and numb. 

People were crying, and bleeding, and what they did there was basically 

soaking down these people, getting these particles of whatever off of their 

bodies and helping care for these people as they came over from downtown 

Manhattan. Thomas remembers a heavily pregnant woman who came through 

on the ferries that they helped to respectfully clean and provide care to her as 

quickly as possible. Continue reading here. 
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