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The Brooks Bawden Moore Weekly Update and Analysis highlights the 

previous week’s floor and committee activities within the US Senate and 

House of Representatives, and this week’s congressional activities that relate 

to law enforcement and homeland security matters. The weekly update also 

lists legislation introduced the previous week, which may be of interest to the 

law enforcement and homeland security communities. Please let us know if 

you would like to know more about any of the items described in the update. 

Additionally, please feel free to distribute this product as you see fit. 
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The House and Senate were in session this week, with the House considering 

multiple homeland security related bills, including legislation that would require 

CISA to work closer with state, local, and tribal governments to address cyber 

threats. The House Judiciary Committee marked-up legislation that 

would eliminate the disparity in sentencing for cocaine offenses, and the 

House Energy & Commerce Committee marked-up several bills to combat 

opioids and drugs, including legislation that would declare methamphetamine 

an “emerging drug threat” and mandate an emerging threat response plan for 

the drug. The President signed into law this week a VOCA fix bill that ensures 

adequate revenues are flowing into the Crime Victims Fund. 

  

Next week, the House will begin consideration of the annual appropriations 

bills, potentially combining seven individual bills into a "minibus" 

appropriations bill. Additionally, they may consider the Commerce, Justice, 

Science Appropriations bill, which includes funding for most of the law 

enforcement grant programs. 

  
 

 

Fighting Crime in Major Cities Conference: August 12–13, 2021 - The 

Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA), the Major Cities Chiefs Association 

(MCCA), and the Long Beach, California, Police Department are pleased to 

extend an invitation to attend the Fighting Crime in Major Cities Conference on 

August 12–13, 2021, in Long Beach, California. MCCA will host law 

enforcement representatives to examine violence reduction policing strategies, 

evidence-based best practices, and lessons learned that will have a proven 

impact on reducing violent crime, including major crime investigative 

strategies, crime gun intelligence, community outreach, and use-of-

force/officer-involved shootings. 

 

More Information Here 
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Job Announcement: Deputy Director, Intelligence, SCN - The Secure 

Community Network (SCN) is seeking to hire a Deputy Director, Intelligence, 

which will be responsible for the operations of a Security Operations 

Center for an NGO to include management of staff, development of policies, 

goals and objectives, budgets, program activities, and administration of 

pertinent laws, and coordination of communications with Federal Department 

of Homeland Security, Federal Bureau of Investigation, countrywide Fusion 

Centers, state, municipal, military, tribal, and private, public, non-profit and 

academic sectors as well as maintain Memorandum of Understanding with 

various stakeholders to ensure liaison efforts; fosters intelligence and law 

enforcement community connectivity with all entities. You can find more 

information here. Interested applicants should contact Ron Brooks from 

BBM at rbrooks@bbm-dc.com or 415-748-0835 for details on the 

application submission process.  

  
 

Report on Legalization of Marijuana in Colorado - The Colorado Division of 

Criminal Justice’s Office of Research and Statistics recently published the 

latest “Impacts on Marijuana Legalization in Colorado” report. The report 

shows that while marijuana arrests have dropped since its legalization, the 

illegal sale of marijuana continues to be a problem. You can read the 

report here. 

  
 

Funding to Support COVID-19 Testing and Mitigation in Vulnerable 

Communities - The Department of Health and Human Services announced 

its intention to invest more than $1.6 billion from the American Rescue Plan to 

support testing and mitigation measures in high-risk congregate settings to 

prevent the spread of COVID-19 and detect and stem potential outbreaks. 

They will invest $169 million to advance testing and mitigation efforts in federal 

prison settings, and also announced that CDC, in partnership with DOJ’s 

Office of Justice Programs, is distributing $700 million to 64 state and local 

jurisdictions to help prevent the spread of COVID-19 in confinement facilities, 

including prisons, jails, and juvenile confinement facilities. You can read 

more here. 
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FCC Takes Action on Contraband Cell Phones - The Federal 

Communications Commission (FCC) is giving state corrections departments 

more authority to combat contraband cell phones. In an 88-page 

report released July 13th, the regulatory agency said it plans to work with 

prison officials to deploy contraband tracking systems that can detect 

unauthorized cell signals and record the device’s International Mobile 

Equipment Identity number. You can read more here. 

  
 

BJS Report: Correctional Populations in the United States - The Bureau 

of Justice Assistance recently released a new report presenting statistics on 

persons supervised by U.S. adult correctional systems from 2009 to 2019, 

including persons incarcerated in state or federal prison or local jail, persons 

supervised in the community on probation or parole, and the size and change 

in the total correctional population from 2009 to 2019. You can view the 

report here. 

  
 

BJS Report: Probation and Parole in the United States - The Bureau of 

Justice Assistance recently released a new report presenting national data on 

adult offenders supervised under probation or parole in 2019. It includes 

characteristics of the population, such as sex, race or Hispanic origin, and 

most serious offense. The report details how offenders move onto and off 

community supervision, such as completing their term of supervision, being 

incarcerated, absconding, or other unsatisfactory outcomes while in the 

community. You can view the report here. 

  
 

NEW CICC Five in 5 Newsletter (July 23) - The most recent CICC 5 in 5 was 

released, and features the new StopRansomware.gov website to help public 

and private organizations defend against the rise in ransomware cases. 

Additionally, the Newsletter includes a webinar providing an overview of how 

the Automated Secure Alarm Protocol (ASAP) to Public Safety Answering 
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Point (PSAP) service simplifies the creation of a call-for-service for fire, 

robbery, and burglary events, and a Web-enabled telehealth implementation 

support tool (TIST) that supports jails in implementing or expanding telehealth 

and other virtual services. You can view the CICC Five in 5 here. 

  
 

NEW July RISS Insider - The latest RISS Insider is now available, and 

features the work and resources that RISS analysts and staff can provide 

during an investigation. RISS analysts develop products such as cell tower 

mapping, link charts to illustrate roles and relationships, 2D and 3D crime 

scene diagrams, and telephone-toll analysis. You can view the July RISS 

Insider here. 

  
 

+RISS Equals Results (July 14) - The latest edition of +RISS Equals Results 

is now available and features NESPIN intelligence research staff assisting in 

an investigation to help identify a group committing fraud. The NESPIN staff 

helped connect the businesses and suspects to each other within the scheme. 

You can read the latest +RISS Equals Results here.  

  
 

July 2021 The Rose and Shield Insider - The July 2021 edition of The Rose 

and Shield Insider from the National Law Enforcement Memorial and Museum 

is now available, and highlights the grand reopening of the National Law 

Enforcement Museum on August 27, a new post-9/11 exhibit at the museum, 

and a highlight of the upcoming Police Weekend 2021 to be held October 13-

17. You can view the newsletter here. 

  
 

Fiscal Year 2021 Department of Justice Grant Solicitations - The 

Department of Justice's Office of Justice Programs continues to release fiscal 

year 2021 grant solicitations. You can find the current list of the 

solicitations here. 
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Articles of Interest 
 

Ex-Montgomery, Fairfax chief J. Thomas Manger named new Capitol 

Police chief 

The Washington Post | Tom Jackman 

J. Thomas Manger, who spent 21 years as a police chief in the wealthy 

Washington suburbs of Montgomery and Fairfax counties, was named 

Thursday to take over the U.S. Capitol Police as it tries to regain its footing in 

the aftermath of the Jan. 6 riot at the Capitol. More than 80 Capitol officers 

were assaulted, two later died, and its commanders were found to have 

ignored warnings of a violent attack. Manger was selected by three members 

of the Capitol Police Board — the sergeant-at-arms of the House and the 

Senate, and the architect of the Capitol — as well as top congressional 

leaders, who oversee the police department. He succeeds Chief Steven A. 

Sund, who resigned days after the insurrection amid heavy criticism of the 

department’s lack of preparation, and interim chief Yogananda D. Pittman, 

who was head of Capitol Police intelligence before Jan. 6. Continue 

reading here. 

  
 

Biden administration takes aim at ‘straw’ purchasers of guns used in 

crimes 

The Washington Post | Devlin Barrett 

Justice Department officials eager to stanch the rising tide of gun violence in 

America launched an effort Thursday to choke off the flow of weapons to five 

major cities, targeting small-level “straw” buyers of firearms later used in 

crimes. At a meeting with leaders at the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 

and Explosives, Attorney General Merrick Garland decried “the gun violence 

tragedy now facing the country,” which he said affects not just the security of 

cities and towns, but that of law enforcement officers, too. Later in the day, 

Garland traveled to Chicago to talk more about the new anti-gun-trafficking 

efforts. Chicago is one of five cities getting extra attention from the Justice 

Department, along with D.C., New York, Los Angeles and the San Francisco 

area. Continue reading here. 
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Schizophrenia linked to marijuana use disorder is on the rise, study 

finds 

CNN | Katie Hunt 

The proportion of schizophrenia cases linked with problematic use of 

marijuana has increased over the past 25 years, according to a new study 

from Denmark. In 1995, 2% of schizophrenia diagnoses in the country were 

associated with cannabis use disorder. In 2000, it increased to around 4%. 

Since 2010, that figure increased to 8%, the study found. “I think it is highly 

important to use both our study and other studies to highlight and emphasize 

that cannabis use is not harmless,” said Carsten Hjorthøj, an associate 

professor at the Copenhagen Research Center for Mental Health and an 

author of the study published in the medical journal JAMA Psychiatry, via 

email. Continue reading here. 

  
 

Amazon endorsed legal weed. Will it now fight to make it happen? 

Politico | Natalie Fertig and Theodoric Meyer 

When it announced its support for lawmakers’ efforts to decriminalize weed 

last month, Amazon didn’t just become the biggest company in America to 

back marijuana legalization, it captivated the cannabis industry in the process. 

Now, as bills pushing legalization remain stuck in Congress, activists fighting 

for liberalized cannabis laws are hoping the e-commerce giant will take the 

next step and use its considerable D.C. muscle to help get them 

passed. Continue reading here. 

  
 

The Murder Spike of 2020: When Police Pull Back 

The Wall Street Journal | Peter Moskos 

The rise in murders in the U.S. in 2020 was unprecedented. Complete 

nationwide data for the year won’t be available until September, but we 

already know that in 70 cities and counties that account for a fifth of the U.S. 

population, the murder rate rose by 35%. The largest previous increase on 

record was 13% in 1968—a year that, like 2020, was marked by civil unrest, 
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often triggered by police misconduct, leading to demands for police reform. In 

the years before 2020, the murder rate had begun to edge up after a two-

decade decline that reached a historic low in 2014. Even so, it rose just 15% 

in the next five years combined. Continue reading here. 

  

 

 

 

House Homeland Security Committee - Transportations Security 

Subcommittee Hearing 

Taking to the Skies: Examining TSA’s Strategy for Addressing Increased 

Summer Travel 

July 20 @ 10:00 am - Virtual Hearing 

Summary: The Transportation Security Subcommittee of the House 

Homeland Security Committee hosted leadership from the Transportation 

Security Administration to discuss issues with the recent increase in summer 

air travel.  Most notably, the committee sought to highlight TSA hiring and pay 

practices, high rates of firearm confiscations and a spike in disruptive 

passengers and assaults against TSA employees.  TSA outlined covid related 

policies and outlined the deployment of state-of-the-art technology, such as 

computer tomography, credential authentication technology and on person 

screening engagements.   

  

Senate Caucus on International Narcotics Control - Full Caucus Hearing 

Federal Response to the Drug Overdose Epidemic 

July 20 @ 2:30 pm - 608 Dirksen 

Summary: The Senate Caucus on International Narcotics Control convened a 

hearing to address solutions to the current drug overdose epidemic. According 

to recently released data from the National Center for Health Statistics, more 

than 93,000 Americans died from drug overdoses in 2020, a record 30% 

increase from 2019.  Chairman’s Whitehouse and Grassley credited the rise in 

deaths to the covid-19 pandemic and risks associated with the widespread 

use of fentanyl. Chairman Whitehouse encouraged support for The 

Comprehensive Addiction and Recovery Act 3.0. (CARA 3.0) This legislation 
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aims to increase funding for addiction prevention, education, research and 

treatment and recovery initiatives. The committee also discussed attacking the 

financial networks that drug traffickers utilize. Regina LaBelle, Acting Director 

of the Office of National Drug Control Policy testified on the administrations 

budget request for 41 billion dollars for drug policy programs, use of 4 billion 

dollars from the American Rescue Plan to address substance use services, 

positions on the permanent scheduling of fentanyl, and recent policy changes 

to promote expanded access to substance use disorder care.  

  

House Judiciary Committee - Full Committee Markup 

July 21 @ 10:00 am - 2141 Rayburn 

H.R. 1693 - Eliminating a Quantifiably Unjust Application of the Law Act 

or the EQUAL Act 

Status: Approved by the House Judiciary Committee on 7/21. 

Summary: To eliminate the disparity in sentencing for cocaine offenses, and 

for other purposes. 

  

H.R. 4035 - Real Justice for Our Veterans Act of 2021 

Status: Approved by the House Judiciary Committee on 7/21. 

Summary: To amend the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 

1968 to prioritize veterans court treatment programs that ensure equal access 

for racial and ethnic minorities and women, and for other purposes. 

  

H.R. 3372 - The One Stop Shop Community Reentry Program Act of 2021 

Status: Approved by the House Judiciary Committee on 7/21. 

Summary: To authorize implementation grants to community-based nonprofits 

to operate one-stop reentry centers. 

  

H.R. 4435 - Fight Notario Fraud Act of 2021 

Status: Approved by the House Judiciary Committee on 7/21. 

Summary: To amend title 18, United States Code, to prohibit certain types of 

fraud in the provision of immigration services, and for other purposes. 

  

House Energy & Commerce - Full Committee Markup 

July 21 @ 10:00 am - 2123 Rayburn 
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H.R. 654 - Drug-Free Communities Pandemic Relief Act 

Status: Approved by the House E&C Health Subcommittee on 7/15. 

Summary: This bill authorizes the Drug-Free Communities Support Program, 

subject to certain limitations, to waive matching funds requirements applicable 

to certain grants for reducing substance use among youth. Before waiving 

these requirements, the program must determine that a grantee is unable to 

raise funds because of the COVID-19 (i.e. coronavirus disease 2019) 

emergency. Currently, the Office of National Drug Control Policy administers 

this program, and community coalitions that receive the grants must match a 

specified percentage of the federal award amount with nonfederal funds, 

including in-kind contributions. 

 

H.R. 2051 - Methamphetamine Response Act of 2021 

Status: Approved by the House E&C Health Subcommittee on 7/15. 

Summary: This bill designates methamphetamine as an emerging drug threat 

(a new and growing trend in the use of an illicit drug or class of drug). It also 

directs the Office of National Drug Control Policy to implement a 

methamphetamine response plan. 

  

H.R. 2379 - State Opioid Response Grant Authorization Act of 2021 

Status: Approved by the House E&C Health Subcommittee on 7/15. 

Summary: This bill reauthorizes through FY2027 and expands the scope of 

the State Opioid Response Grant program that is administered by the 

Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration. Current law 

limits the use of these grants to specifically address the opioid crisis and 

opioid use disorders, while this bill allows the grants to address substance use 

disorders more broadly. 

  

H.R. 2364 - Synthetic Opioid Danger Awareness Act 

Status: Approved by the House E&C Health Subcommittee on 7/15. 

Summary: This bill requires several federal agencies to provide education and 

training related to synthetic opioids, including fentanyl and its analogues. 

Specifically, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention must launch a 

public education campaign on the dangers of synthetic opioids and related 

issues, and the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) 
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must produce training materials to prevent exposure to synthetic opioids for 

first responders and others who are at high risk of such exposure. In addition, 

the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration must 

disseminate the NIOSH training to ambulance transport personnel, local 

sheriff deputies, and other first responders and individuals in high-risk 

occupations. 

     

H.R. 2355 - Opioid Prescription Verification Act of 2021 

Status: Approved by the House E&C Health Subcommittee on 7/15. 

Summary: To facilitate responsible, informed dispensing of controlled 

substances and other prescribed medications, and for other purposes. 

  

House Homeland Security Committee - Intelligence Subcommittee 

Hearing 

Terrorism and Digital Financing: How Technology is Changing the Threat 

July 22 @ 10:00 am - 310 Cannon 

Summary: The Intelligence Subcommittee of the House Homeland Security 

Committee convened a hearing to discuss modern financial technologies and 

their use in terrorist financing and fundraising. The Homeland Security 

Assessment of Terrorist’s use of Virtual Currencies Act requires the 

Department of Homeland Security to produce a threat assessment of terrorists 

use of virtual currency. While the Subcommittee awaits that report they sought 

insight from  representatives from DHS Office of Intelligence & Analysis, 

Secret Service, and Homeland Security Investigations. These witnesses 

testified to the widespread use of cryptocurrencies to fund terrorist activity and 

ongoing activities to counter its nefarious use. For example, HIS testified that 

they have 604 active cryptocurrency related investigations ongoing.  I&A 

Deputy Undersecretary, Stephanie Dobitsch, testified that IA is analyzing and 

sharing cryptocurrency data and establishing and running analytic seminars 

on blockchain technology and illicit use of cryptocurrencies with partners.  

  
 

Upcoming Scheduled Hearings/Markups: 
 

House Judiciary Committee - Crime Subcommittee Hearing 
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A Fine Scheme: How Court-Imposed Fees and Fines Unjustly Burden 

Vulnerable Communities 

July 27 @ 10:00 am - 2141 Rayburn 

  

Senate Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs Committee - Full 

Committee Hearing 

Resources and Authorities Needed to Protect and Secure the Homeland 

July 27 @ 10:00 am - 342 Dirksen 

  

Senate Judiciary Committee - Full Committee Hearing 

America Under Cyber Siege: Preventing and Responding to Ransomware 

Attacks 

July 27 @ 10:00 am - 226 Dirksen 

  

House Oversight & Reform Committee - National Security Subcommittee 

Hearing 

Defending the U.S. Electric Grid Against Cyber Threats 

July 27 @ 2:00 pm - 2154 Rayburn 

  

Senate Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs Committee - Full 

Committee Markup 

July 28 @ 9:30 am - 342 Dirksen 

Nomination of Ed Gonzalez to be Assistant Secretary for Immigration and 

Customs Enforcement, U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

Status: To be considered by the Senate HSGAC on 7/28. 

  

House Homeland Security Committee - Oversight Management 

Subcommittee Hearing 

DHS's Efforts to Disrupt Transnational Criminal Organizations in Central 

America 

July 28 @ 2:00 pm - 310 Cannon 

  

House Homeland Security Committee - Cybersecurity Subcommittee 

Hearing 
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The Cyber Talent Pipeline: Educating a Workforce to Match Today’s Threats 

July 29 @ 10:00 am - Virtual Hearing 

  

House Homeland Security Committee - Border Security Subcommittee 
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Assessing the State of America’s Seaports: Equipping for a Reopened 

Economy 

July 29 @ 3:00 pm - 310 Cannon 
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