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The Brooks Bawden Moore Weekly Update and Analysis highlights the previous 

week’s floor and committee activities within the US Senate and House of 

Representatives, and this week’s congressional activities that relate to law 

enforcement and homeland security matters. The weekly update also lists 

legislation introduced the previous week, which may be of interest to the law 

enforcement and homeland security communities. Please let us know if you would 

like to know more about any of the items described in the update. Additionally, 

please feel free to distribute this product as you see fit. 
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The House and Senate were in session this week, with the Senate Judiciary 

Committee holding a hearing on crack and powder cocaine sentencing disparities, 

and holding a markup on multiple bills to provide cameras in Federal courtrooms 

and the Supreme Court. Additionally, the Committee considered the nomination of 

David Chipman to be Director of ATF, which resulted in a tie vote. FBI Director Wray 

also testified before the Senate Appropriations CJS Subcommittee. 

  
 

White House Announces Gun Crime Strategy -This week, the Biden 

Administration launched a comprehensive plan to curb gun violence.  The plan 

includes five pillars: 

• Stem the flow of firearms 

• Bolster funding for law enforcement 

• Launch a task force of 15 cities to support community violence intervention 

programs 

• Expand summer programs and job availability for teens and young adults 

• Do more to help people released from prison get jobs  

You can read more on this initiative here. 

  
 

DOJ Firearms Trafficking Strike Forces - The Department of Justice announced 

this week it will launch five cross-jurisdictional firearms trafficking strike forces within 

the next 30 days to help reduce violent crime by addressing illegal gun trafficking in 

significant firearms trafficking corridors. The five strike forces will focus on 

significant firearms trafficking corridors that channel guns into New York, Chicago, 

Los Angeles, the San Francisco Bay Area and Washington, D.C. You can read the 

press release here. 

  
 

UN World Drug Report - The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) 

recently released the latest edition of the annual World Drug Report. The report 

highlighted the fact that while use of marijuana among young people has increased 
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to levels not seen since the early nineties, the perception of harm from use among 

the same demographic is at a historic low. The report also called for a global ban on 

marijuana advertising and the implementation of a cap on THC potency in marijuana 

products where the marijuana industry has expanded. You can read the report here. 

  
 

IADLEST Magazine (June 2021) - The International Association of Directors of Law 

Enforcement (IADLEST) recently launched a new publication with news about the 

activities of IADLEST, and articles of interest to all law enforcement professionals. 

The June edition includes articles on Settlement DOJ vs PA State Police Fitness 

Testing, Practical Strategies for Better Police Reports, and Instructional Tips. You 

can read the magazine here.  

  
 

NEW CICC Five in 5 Newsletter (June 25) - The most recent CICC 5 in 5 was 

released, and includes a webinar discussing the pressure to clear data and close 

cases quickly, a webinar discussing how jails can incorporate social services and 

MAT programs into their current services to assist individuals with opioid use 

disorders, and a webinar discussing fatigue as the leading concern within the police 

profession. You can view the CICC Five in 5 here. 

  
 

June RISS Insider - The latest RISS Insider is now available, and features June 

being National Safety Month. This issue discusses how RISS helps save officers 

lives through information sharing and features RISSafe. RISSafe helps ensure case 

integrity and works in conjunction with the RISS Criminal Intelligence Database 

(RISSIntel) to help link target information across jurisdictions, thereby increasing law 

enforcement’s ability to effectively collaborate and share information and enhance 

case resolution, while helping to ensure the safety and well-being of officers and 

citizens. You can view the June RISS Insider here. 

  
 

+RISS Equals Results (June 16) - The latest edition of +RISS Equals Results is 

now available and features MAGLOCLEN's assistance during a homicide 

investigation by enhancing audio/video evidence. The evidence helped the 
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prosecutors office identify three suspects. You can read the latest +RISS Equals 

Results here.  

  
 

Fiscal Year 2021 Department of Justice Grant Solicitations - The Department of 

Justice's Office of Justice Programs continues to release fiscal year 2021 grant 

solicitations. You can find the current list of the solicitations here. 

  

 

 

CLIENT IN THE SPOTLIGHT 
 

Law Enforcement training continues to be a major topic in the policing reform 

discussions. Recently, Good Morning America covered Oakland, CA Police and 

their use of a VirTra training simulator. The Virtra 300 simulator, which is 

increasingly being used in police departments across the country, offers scenarios 

that incorporate officer conduct and can yield different outcomes. Additionally, Laura 

Ingraham of Fox News recently toured the Volusia County, Florida new training 

academy, which includes the use of a VirTra simulator. You can watch the Good 

Morning America piece here, and the Fox News piece here. 

  

Oakland police using de-escalation 
simulator to train officers 

    

 

Laura tours new police academy in 
Florida 
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Articles of Interest 
 

Rising violent crime poses new challenge for White House 

The Hill | Brett Samuels and Amie Parnes 

President Biden will detail his administration’s crime prevention strategy on 

Wednesday in a high profile address that comes as a series of major cities see 

spikes in crime. Violent crime rates are still well below the rates of previous 

decades, but the jump has prompted concern in locales in different parts of the 

country, and become a part of the debate over electing a new mayor in New York 

City. It is also a potential problem for the White House and congressional 

Democrats ahead of the 2022 midterm elections. Continue reading here. 

  
 

Biden administration to back bill ending crack, powder cocaine sentence 

disparity: report 

The Hill | Mychael Schnell 

The Biden administration is reportedly set to endorse legislation on Tuesday that 

aims to eliminate the sentencing disparity between crack and powder cocaine 

offenses. Regina LaBelle, the acting director of the White House Office of National 

Drug Control Policy, is reportedly planning to announce the administration’s support 

of a bill that would remove the sentencing imbalance during a Senate Judiciary 

Committee hearing on Tuesday, according to The Washington Post, which obtained 

a copy of LaBelle’s prepared written testimony. Continue reading here. 

  
 

How Big Tech Created a Data 'Treasure Trove' for Police 

AP | Matt O'Brien and Michael Liedtke 

When U.S. law enforcement officials need to cast a wide net for information, they’re 

increasingly turning to the vast digital ponds of personal data created by Big Tech 

companies via the devices and online services that have hooked billions of people 

around the world. Data compiled by four of the biggest tech companies shows that 

law enforcement requests for user information — phone calls, emails, texts, photos, 

shopping histories, driving routes and more — have more than tripled in the U.S. 
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since 2015. Police are also increasingly savvy about covering their tracks so as not 

to alert suspects of their interest. Continue reading here. 

  
 

Why Police Have Been Quitting in Droves in the Last Year 

New York Times | Neil MacFarquhar 

As protests surged across the country last year over the death of George Floyd at 

the hands of the Minneapolis police, Officer Lindsay C. Rose in Asheville, N.C., 

found her world capsized. Various friends and relatives had stopped speaking to her 

because she was a cop. During a protest in June around Police Headquarters, a 

demonstrator lobbed an explosive charge that set her pants on fire and scorched 

her legs. She said she was spit on. She was belittled. Members of the city’s gay 

community, an inclusive clan that had welcomed her in when she first settled in 

Asheville, stood near her at one event and chanted, “All gay cops are traitors,” she 

said. Continue reading here. 

  
 

Cops Say Low Morale And Department Scrutiny Are Driving Them Away From 

The Job 

NPR | Eric Westervelt 

The historic calls for police accountability, reform and attempts at racial reckoning 

have left police departments nationwide struggling to keep the officers they have 

and attract new ones to the force. The crisis comes as many cities continue to 

grapple with the fallout from the pandemic and sharp increases in shootings and 

murders. In many places, police morale has plunged and retirements and 

resignations have soared. A June survey of nearly 200 departments by the Police 

Executive Research Forum (PERF), a nonprofit think tank, shows a startling 45% 

increase in the retirement rate and a nearly 20% increase in resignations in 2020-21 

compared to the previous year. Continue reading here. 

  
 

Over 40% increase in killed police officers so far in 2021 

Washington Examiner | Jake Dima 

The number of police officers intentionally rammed by vehicles, killed by gunfire, or 

stabbed to death has increased over 40% throughout the first six months of 2021 
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compared to last year as crime in major cities in the United States continues to rise, 

a review by the Washington Examiner found. A total of 38 law enforcement 

personnel have been killed so far this year, equating to a 41% increase compared to 

data from 2020, according to tabulations made by the Officer Down Memorial Page. 

By June 19 of last year, 27 officers were pronounced dead in circumstances 

considered homicides out of a total of 50 who died in a similar fashion throughout 

2020 as a whole. Continue reading here. 

  
 

U.S. Supreme Court declines to expand police search powers 

Reuters | Lawrence Hurley 

Police do not have unlimited authority to enter a home without a warrant when 

pursuing a person suspected of a minor crime, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled on 

Wednesday in a case involving a California motorist chased home by an officer for 

honking his horn while listening to music. By declining to endorse a broad 

interpretation of police power, the justices handed a victory to the driver, Arthur 

Lange, who is challenging his conviction of driving under the influence after the 

California highway patrol officer entered his garage without a warrant and performed 

a sobriety test. Continue reading here. 

  
 

Fentanyl seizures at the border in May nearly 300% higher than last year 

Fox News | Adam Shaw 

Apprehensions of fentanyl at the border in May were nearly 300% higher than last 

year, another indicator of the continued crisis at the southern border. Customs and 

Border Protection (CBP) statistics show that 951 pounds of the deadly drug – which 

can be fatal in tiny amounts – were seized at the southern border in May. That is the 

highest amount seized since December 2020, and a slight increase over April, when 

886 pounds were seized. Continue reading here. 

  

 

 

 

Senate Judiciary Committee - Full Committee Hearing 

Examining Federal Sentencing for Crack and Powder Cocaine 
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June 22 @ 10:00 am - 106 Dirksen 

Summary: The Senate Judiciary Committee held a hearing to discuss federal 

sentencing laws for crack and powder cocaine and to consider support for S. 79, the 

Equal Act. As way of background, Congress passed the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 

1986, which created a 100 to 1 sentencing disparity between crack cocaine and 

powder cocaine, respectively. In 2010, Congress passed the Fair Sentencing Act, 

which reduced the sentencing disparity to 18:1, and allowed retroactive application 

to current sentences. The Eliminating a Quantifiably Unjust Application of the Law 

(EQUAL) Act would fully reduce the sentencing disparity and apply it retroactively to 

those already convicted or sentenced. Acting Director of the White House Office of 

National Drug Control Policy, Regina LaBelle, testified and endorsed the EQUAL 

Act during the hearing. Senator Grassley expressed openness to 

supporting  reduction in the current sentencing disparity but highlighted 

discrepancies between crack and powder cocaine in terms of recidivism rates, 

addiction, and violent crime and encouraged further consideration of these factors 

prior to any legislative changes.  

  

Senate Banking Committee - Full Committee Nomination Hearing 

Nominations of Mr. Brian Eddie Nelson, of California, to be Under Secretary for 

Terrorism and Financial Crimes, Department of the Treasury; and Ms. Elizabeth 

Rosenberg, of Vermont, to be Assistant Secretary for Terrorist Financing, 

Department of the Treasury 

June 22 @ 10:00 am - 538 Dirksen 

Summary:  

Mr. Brian Eddie Nelson is President Biden’s nominee to be Under Secretary for 

Terrorism and Financial Crimes Designate at the Department of the Treasury. Mr. 

Nelson worked as a special counsel and then deputy chief of staff of the National 

Security Division at the US Department of Justice. Following this role, he served in 

Senior Roles, including as Policy Chief in the California Department of Justice. Mr. 

Nelson also recently served as Senior Executive on the organizing committee for 

the 2028 Olympic and Paralympic Games. 

  

Ms. Elizabeth Rosenberg is President Biden's nominee to be Assistant Secretary for 

Terrorist Financing at the Department of the Treasury. Ms. Rosenberg began her 

career as an energy policy correspondent at Argus Media in Washington. In 2009, 
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she served as Senior Advisor at the U.S Department of the Treasury to the 

Assistant Secretary for Terrorist Financing and Financial Crimes and then to the 

Under Secretary for Terrorism and Financial Intelligence. Rosenberg also served as 

Senior Fellow and Director of the Energy, Economics and Security Program at the 

Center for a New American Security. Ms. Rosenberg currently serves as Counselor 

to the Deputy Secretary of the Treasury. 

  

House Oversight & Reform Committee - Economic Subcommittee Hearing 

An Epidemic Continues: Youth Vaping in America 

June 23 @10:00 am - 2154 Rayburn 

Summary: The Economic Subcommittee of the House Oversight & Reform 

Committee convened a hearing to highlight youth vaping in America and to discuss 

the role the Federal Government and The Food and Drug Administration can play in 

addressing the harmful effects of e-cigarettes.  According to data by the FDA, there 

has been a 361 percent increase in the last 8 years, with 20% of high school 

students vaping. In 2018, the Surgeon General declared youth vaping an epidemic. 

Chairman Krishnamoorthi and Chairwoman Maloney encouraged the FDA to ban 

flavored products, set more strict caps on nicotine levels, and more proactively work 

to pull illegal products from the market. Dr. Janet Woodcock, Acting Commissioner 

of the Food and Drug Administration  testified to the ongoing  Premarket Tobacco 

Product Application Review and decisions to allow which, if any, e-cigarettes will be 

allowed to stay on the market. Ms. Woodcocks testimony can be read here.  

  

Senate Appropriations Committee - CJS Subcommittee Hearing 

A Review of the President’s Fiscal Year 2022 Funding Request for the Federal 

Bureau of Investigation 

June 23 @ 2:00 pm - 192 Dirksen 

Summary: FBI Director Chris Wray appeared before the Senate Appropriations 

Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, Science to defend the Departments Budget 

Request for Fiscal Year 2022. The FY 2022 budget request proposes a total of 

$10.28 billion in direct budget authority to carry out the FBI’s national security, 

criminal law enforcement, and criminal justice services missions, with 10.21 billion 

dollars for Salaries and Expenses. The request includes six program enhancements 

for $106.73 million to boost efforts to combat domestic violent extremists, cyber 

investigative capabilities, mitigate threats from foreign intelligence services, 
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expansion of the Federal jurisdiction for crimes committed on tribal lands, Body 

Worn Cameras, and other initiatives.   

  

House Transportation Committee - Economic Development Subcommittee 

Hearing 

FEMA's Priorities for FY22 and Beyond: Coordinating Mission, Vision, and Budget 

June 23 @ 2:00 pm - 2167 Rayburn 

Summary: FEMA Administrator Deanne Criswell appeared before the Emergency 

Management Subcommittee of the House Committee on Transportation and 

Infrastructure to discuss FEMA’S budget needs and priorities for Fiscal Year 2022. 

President Biden's budget proposal increases FEMAs budget to $28.4 billion, a 1.9 

billion increase from FY 21 enactment. The increase in budget would be used to 

address ongoing Stafford Act disasters. Ms. Criswell highlighted three priorities 

which are to support the FEMA workforce and readiness, integrate equity into the 

mission set, and address climate change through risk reduction. 

  

Senate Judiciary Committee - Full Committee Markup 

June 24 @ 9:00 am - 216 Dirksen 

Nomination of David H. Chipman, to be Director, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 

Firearms, and Explosives 

Status: Tie vote (11-11) by the Senate Judiciary Committee on 6/24; Held over by 

the Senate on 6/17; Held over by the Senate Judiciary Committee on 6/10. 

 

Nomination of Ur Mendoza Jaddou, to be Director, United States Citizenship and 

Immigration Services 

Status: Approved by the Senate Judiciary Committee on 6/24; Held over by the 

Senate on 6/17; Held over by the Senate Judiciary Committee on 6/10. 

  

S. 807 - Cameras in the Courtroom Act of 2021 

Status: Approved by the Senate Judiciary Committee on 6/24. 

Summary: This bill requires the Supreme Court to permit television coverage of all 

open sessions of the Court unless it decides by majority vote that allowing such 

coverage in a particular case would violate the due process rights of any of the 

parties involved. 
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S. 818 - Sunshine in the Courtroom Act of 2021 

Status: Approved by the Senate Judiciary Committee on 6/24. 

Summary: This bill establishes a framework to allow federal court proceedings—in 

district courts, in circuit courts, and at the Supreme Court—to be photographed, 

recorded, broadcast, or televised. Specifically, it authorizes the presiding judge to 

permit media coverage of court proceedings, subject to requirements and 

limitations. 

  

House Appropriations Committee - Financial Services Subcommittee Markup 

June 24 @ 10:00 am - 1324 Longworth 

H.R. XXXX - Fiscal Year 2022 Financial Services and General Government 

Appropriations Act 

Status: Approved by the House Financial Services Subcommittee on 6/24. 

Summary: Draft text has not been released. 

  
 

Upcoming Scheduled Hearings/Markups: 
 

House Homeland Security Committee - Full Committee Hearing 

Examining FEMA’s Readiness to Meet its Mission 

June 29 @ 9:30 am - Virtual Hearing 
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