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The Brooks Bawden Moore Weekly Update and Analysis highlights the 

previous week’s floor and committee activities within the US Senate and 

House of Representatives, and this week’s congressional activities that relate 

to law enforcement and homeland security matters. The weekly update also 

lists legislation introduced the previous week, which may be of interest to the 

law enforcement and homeland security communities. Please let us know if 

you would like to know more about any of the items described in the update. 

Additionally, please feel free to distribute this product as you see fit. 
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The Senate was in session this week, while the House met for remote 

committee work only. Department of Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro 

Mayorkas testified before the Senate Appropriations Homeland Security 

Subcommittee to discuss its agency's proposed FY 2022 budget, and the 
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Senate Judiciary Committee held a nomination hearing for the nominees for 

DEA, ATF, and USCIS. The House and Senate are not in session next week, 

with the Senate returning the week of June 7 for legislative business, while the 

House will conduct committee work only that week. The House will return for 

legislative business the week of the 14th. 

  
 

Report on Illegal Pill Presses - The Partnership for Safe Medicines and the 

National Association of Drug Diversion Investigators have released their 

updated pill press report: Illegal Pill Presses: An Overlooked Threat to 

American Patients. The report is an update to their first report on illicit pill 

presses. The report shows that, in the two years since the initial report, pill 

presses continue to be a significant law enforcement issue. Fentanyl related 

overdoses deaths continue to rise and “illicit fentanyl — produced in foreign 

clandestine laboratories and trafficked into the United States in powder and 

pill form — is primarily responsible for fueling the ongoing opioid crisis,” as 

DEA stated in their 2020 National Drug Threat Assessment. You can read the 

report here. 

  
 

DOJ Effort to Reduce Violent Crime - The Department of Justice recently 

announced a  a new effort to help protect our communities from the recent 

increase in major violent crimes. The strategy announced today is three-

pronged. First, it establishes a set of four fundamental principles to be applied 

Department-wide to guide violent crime reduction. Second, the strategy 

enhances the Project Safe Neighborhoods (PSN) program by directing all U.S. 

Attorneys across the country to update their PSN programs to be aligned with 

the Department’s guiding principles to improve community engagement, 

support proven community-violence intervention programs, develop strategic 

enforcement plans in coordination with state, local, and Tribal law 

enforcement partners as well as community groups, and measure the 

effectiveness of these collective efforts to reduce violence. And third, the 

strategy directs each U.S. Attorney’s Office to work with its state, local, 

federal, Tribal, and community partners to establish an immediate plan to 

address spikes in violent crime that are typically seen during the summer. You 

can read the press release here. 
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SCN Interview on Rise of Anti-Semitic Attacks - Secure Community 

Network's Michael Masters recently appeared on CNN Tonight with Don 

Lemon to discuss the rise in anti-Semitic attacks in the U.S. Masters stated 

that they have recorded an 80% spike in anti-Semitic acts in the last month, 

with disinformation being a significant cause of this spike. You can watch the 

interview here. 

  
 

Fiscal Year 2022 Congressional Appropriations 

  

House Update 

The House Appropriations Committee is tentatively planning on working 

through its annual appropriation bills in June and July, with the tentative 

schedule below. The order of consideration for the dozen spending bills has 

not yet been determined.  

• Subcommittee Markup Dates: June 24, 25, 28, 30, and July 12.  

• Full Committee Markup Dates: June 29, 30, and July 1, 13, 15, & 16.  

  

Senate Update 

Senate Appropriations Earmark Guidance - The Senate Appropriations 

Committee released further guidance on submitting requests for earmark 

requests for fiscal year 2022. Funding requests are limited to certain programs 

and certain entities, and will consist of only a very small fraction of the amount 

appropriated for the overall programs. You can find further information on 

what types are requests are eligible for consideration under the homeland 

security and justice programs accounts below. Additionally, you can find 

further overall information here. 

  

Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies 

• Eligible Agencies and Accounts 

• Deadline: June 18, 2021 

Homeland Security 

• Eligible Agencies and Accounts 

• Deadline: June 28, 2021 
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DEADLINE EXTENDED Attorney General’s Award for Distinguished 

Service in Community Policing - The Department of Justice is now 

accepting nominations for the Fifth Annual Attorney General’s Award for 

Distinguished Service in Community Policing. These awards represent part of 

the DOJ's on-going commitment to support the nation’s law enforcement 

officers who put their lives on the line every day to keep our communities 

safe. Award recognizes individual state, local and tribal sworn, rank- and-file 

police officers and deputies for exceptional efforts in community policing. The 

awarded officers, deputies and troopers will have demonstrated active 

engagement with the community in one of three areas: criminal investigations, 

field operations or innovations in policing. Nominations are due by June 

28. You can find more information here. 

  
 

National Public Safety Partnership - DOJ is accepting applications for the 

National Public Safety Partnership (PSP). PSP serves as a DOJ-wide initiative 

that enables cities experiencing high rates of violent crime to partner with DOJ 

and to receive intensive, coordinated training and technical assistance (TTA) 

from DOJ to support and enhance public safety and community violence 

intervention (CVI) strategies. 

  

PSP offers cities the opportunity to take advantage of: 

• Three years of formal engagement, coordinated through the Bureau of 

Justice Assistance, to support DOJ’s commitment to and partnerships 

with jurisdictions on building capacity, increasing collaboration, and 

sharing promising practices in a variety of public safety areas 

• Needs-based strategic assessments to support your city's violent crime 

prevention and community engagement efforts 

• Access to subject-matter expert consultation and customized TTA 

In 2021, DOJ will review potential candidates to join the Partnership. 

Interested jurisdictions should complete the Training and Technical Assistance 

Request Form and Statement of Interest by 11:59 p.m., ET, on Monday, 

June 7, 2021. Sites will be selected through a quantitative and qualitative 

evaluation process, in consultation with U.S. Attorneys and DOJ law 
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enforcement partners. This process will consider, at a minimum, whether a 

jurisdiction: 

• Has violent crime rates well above the national average; 

• Is presently under-resourced in its capacity to drive down violent crime 

(special consideration may be given to rural jurisdictions) 

• Has demonstrated readiness to participate in this collaborative 

initiative. 

Review the Training and Technical Assistance Request Form and Statement 

of Interest for more information and to apply.   

  
 

CICC Five in 5 Newsletter (May 21) - The most recent CICC 5 in 5 was 

released, and includes a webinar that will present both agency and individual 

best practices that can help officers heal and grow from grief and loss, a 

webinar discussing trends in cybercrime, crypto money laundering, 

ransomware, and cracking down on the dark web, and a 

webinar discussing the strategies for the initial response to endangered, 

missing, or child abduction incidents. You can view the CICC Five in 5 here. 

  
 

May RISS Insider - The latest RISS Insider is now available, and features the 

25th Anniversary of the RISS Secure Cloud (RISSNET). RISSNET provides a 

system of systems concept, connecting disparate databases, providing 

bidirectional information sharing, and offering a single simultaneous search of 

connected systems. RISSNET provides access to more than 250 resources, 

collaboration tools, and databases and provides access to more than 62.8 

million investigative records to authorized personnel. You can view the May 

RISS Insider here. 

  
 

+RISS Equals Results (May 19) - The latest edition of +RISS Equals Results 

is now available and features ROCIC intelligence research staff assistance in 

locating a subject suspected of distributing fentanyl. Using address 

information provided by the ROCIC staff, authorities were able to secure a 

search warrant. You can read the latest +RISS Equals Results here.  
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NEW SOLICITATIONS Fiscal Year 2021 Department of Justice Grant 

Solicitations - The Department of Justice's Office of Justice Programs 

continues to release fiscal year 2021 grant solicitations. You can find the 

current list of the solicitations here. 

  
 

JustGrants Application Submission Webinars - DOJ’s JustGrants offered 

webinar sessions on the FY 2021 application submission process. The 

recording of the webinars provide targeted assistance to potential applicants 

applying for DOJ funding opportunities. You can find more information here. 

  

 

 

CLIENT IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

  

Congressman Mark Green recently visited the new headquarters for the 

Brentwood Police Department. Police Chief Jeff Hughes gave Congressman 

Green a tour of the facility, a chance to shoot at the firing range and a 

rundown of the department's new virtual training simulator. Green was able to 

experience the VirTra training simulator, a virtual reality simulator that pits 

officers in a variety of situations while surrounded completely by interactive 

screens. VirTra uses real weapons with special drop-in conversion kits that 

include highly accurate tracking to provide highly effective training.  

 

Continue Reading Here 
  

 

Congressman Mark Green tours new Brentwood Police 
headquarters 

  

 

 

 

It's time to upgrade 9-1-1, the most critical of critical 

infrastructure 

Paul Fitzgerald, Ken Stuebing, Kevin Mcginnis and Derek Poarch 

  

Law enforcement, fire, EMS, and 9-1-1 professionals handle over 240 million 

emergency 9-1-1 calls per year. Our 9-1-1 system is the most critical of critical 

infrastructure — relied upon nationwide every day to obtain assistance in a 

variety of life-or-death situations. Unfortunately, 9-1-1 networks across the 

United States have not kept up with advances in communications technology 
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and, in large part, are based upon technology dating back to the 1960s and 

limited to voice calls and some texting. 

  

The focus on improving our nation’s infrastructure provides a unique 

opportunity for Congress to make a once-in-a-generation investment to 

modernize our 9-1-1 systems to Next Generation 9-1-1 (NG 9-1-1). NG 9-1-1 

will enable Emergency Communications Centers (ECCs) to receive a variety 

of multimedia (photos, videos) and other data from 9-1-1 callers and 

seamlessly share this information with other ECCs and responding fire, EMS, 

and law enforcement officials in the field. This will make emergency responses 

faster and more efficient and make public safety professionals and the 

communities they serve safer. Simply put, NG 9-1-1 will save lives. 

 

Continue Reading Here 
  

  

 

 

Articles of Interest 
 

U.S. Supreme Court rebuffs case over city liability in police shootings 

Reuters | Andrew Chung 

The U.S. Supreme Court on Monday declined to take up a case over whether 

to make it easier to hold municipalities liable for civil rights violations 

committed by their police, rejecting an appeal involving a man fatally shot by 

an officer in Ohio. The justices turned away the appeal filed by the mother of a 

23-year-old man named Luke Stewart of a lower court ruling that threw out her 

claims made under federal law in a civil rights lawsuit against the city of Euclid 

and an officer involved in the 2017 incident. Matthew Rhodes, the officer who 

shot Stewart in the chest and neck at close range, avoided liability for those 

claims through a legal defense called qualified immunity, even though the 

lower court determined that a jury might find that he unlawfully used excessive 

force. Continue reading here. 

  
 

DHS to issue first cybersecurity regulations for pipelines after Colonial 

hack 

The Washington Post | Ellen Nakashima and Lori Aratani 

The Department of Homeland Security is moving to regulate cybersecurity in 

the pipeline industry for the first time in an effort to prevent a repeat of a major 
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computer attack that crippled nearly half the East Coast’s fuel supply this 

month — an incident that highlighted the vulnerability of critical infrastructure 

to online attacks. The Transportation Security Administration, a DHS unit, will 

issue a security directive this week requiring pipeline companies to report 

cyber incidents to federal authorities, senior DHS officials said. It will follow up 

in coming weeks with a more robust set of mandatory rules for how pipeline 

companies must safeguard their systems against cyberattacks and the steps 

they should take if they are hacked, the officials said. The agency has offered 

only voluntary guidelines in the past. Continue reading here. 

  
 

Lawmakers request investigation into Postal Service's covert operations 

program 

The Hill | Maggie Miller 

The bipartisan leaders of the House Oversight and Reform Committee on 

Tuesday requested an investigation into a branch of the U.S. Postal Service in 

the wake of reports that it carried out online surveillance of Americans’ social 

media posts. Committee Chairwoman Carolyn Maloney (D-N.Y.) and ranking 

member James Comer (R-Ky.) sent a letter to Postal Service Inspector 

General Tammy Whitcomb urging her to open an investigation in the Postal 

Services' Internet Covert Operations Program (iCOP).  Continue 

reading here. 

  
 

Smaller communities reap rewards of urban police exodus spurred by 

budget cuts and lack of respect 

Washington Examiner | Sarah Westwood 

Anti-police attitudes and deep cuts to law enforcement budgets in cities run by 

left-wing governments have driven hundreds of officers from their jobs — and 

small towns are reaping the benefits. Beleaguered big-city officers around the 

country are being welcomed to rural forces, who are thrilled to have seasoned 

police and don't share the contempt some urban leaders seem to have for the 

men and women in blue. The Portland, Oregon, police department’s assistant 

chief, for example, left last year amid the summer’s waves of protest to 

become the police chief in Boise, Idaho. Continue reading here. 
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Senate Judiciary Committee - Constitution Subcommittee Hearing 

Stop Gun Violence: Safe Storage 

May 25 @ 2:30 pm - 226 Dirksen 

  

Senate Judiciary Committee - Full Committee Nomination Hearing 

May 26 @ 10:00 am - G50 Dirksen 

David H. Chipman, to be Director, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and 

Explosives 

Ur Mendoza Jaddou, to be Director, United States Citizenship and 

Immigration Services 

Anne Milgram, to be Administrator of Drug Enforcement 

Kenneth Allen Polite, Jr., to be an Assistant Attorney General, Criminal 

Division 

  

House Appropriations Committee - Homeland Security Subcommittee 

Hearing 

Department of Homeland Security Resource Management and Operational 

Priorities 

May 26 @ 10:00 am - Virtual Hearing 

  

Senate Appropriations Committee - Homeland Security Subcommittee 

Hearing 

A Review of the President’s Fiscal Year 2022 Funding Request for the U.S. 

Department of Homeland Security 

May 26 @ 2:00 pm - 138 Dirksen 

  

House Oversight & Reform Committee - Civil Rights Subcommittee 

Hearing 

Confronting Violent White Supremacy (Part V): Examining the Rise of Militia 

Extremism 

May 26 @ 2:00 pm - Virtual Hearing 

  

Senate Judiciary Committee - Full Committee Markup 

May 27 @ 10:00 am - 106 Dirksen 

Nomination of Ronald L. Davis, to be Director of the United States Marshals 

Service 

Status: To be considered by the Senate Judiciary Committee on 5/27. 
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S. 312 - COVID-19 Safer Detention Act of 2021 

Status: To be considered by the Senate Judiciary Committee on 5/27; Held 

over by the Senate Judiciary Committee on 5/20. 

Summary: To expand eligibility for and provide judicial review for the Elderly 

Home Detention Pilot Program, provide for compassionate release based on 

COVID–19 vulnerability, shorten the waiting period for judicial review during 

the COVID–19 pandemic, and make other technical corrections. 

 

S. 601 - Prohibiting Punishment of Acquitted Conduct Act of 2021 

Status: To be considered by the Senate Judiciary Committee on 5/27; Held 

over by the Senate Judiciary Committee on 5/20. 

Summary: This bill limits the consideration of acquitted conduct (e.g., conduct 

underlying criminal charges for which an individual was found not guilty) by a 

federal court at sentencing. 

  

S. 1014 - First Step Implementation Act of 2021 

Status: To be considered by the Senate Judiciary Committee on 5/27; Held 

over by the Senate Judiciary Committee on 5/20. 

Summary: To reform sentencing laws and correctional institutions, and for 

other purposes. 

  

Senate Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs Committee - Full 

Committee Hearing 

Nominations of John K. Tien to be Deputy Secretary, DHS; Robert P. Silvers 

to be Under Secretary for Strategy, Policy, and Plans, DHS; and Jonathan E. 

Meyer to be General Counsel, DHS 

May 27 @ 10:15 am - 342 Dirksen 

  
 

Upcoming Scheduled Hearings/Markups: 
 

House Homeland Security Committee - Full Committee Hearing 

Cyber Threats in the Pipeline: Using Lessons from the Colonial Ransomware 

Attack to Defend Critical Infrastructure 

June 9 @ 12:00 pm - Virtual Hearing 
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