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The Brooks Bawden Moore Weekly Update and Analysis highlights the 

previous week’s floor and committee activities within the US Senate and 

House of Representatives, and this week’s congressional activities that relate 

to law enforcement and homeland security matters. The weekly update also 

lists legislation introduced the previous week, which may be of interest to the 

law enforcement and homeland security communities. Please let us know if 

you would like to know more about any of the items described in the update. 

Additionally, please feel free to distribute this product as you see fit. 
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The House and Senate were in session this week, with the House approving 

an emergency supplemental appropriations bill that would provide additional 

resources to beef up security at the U.S. Capitol. Additionally, the House 

approved legislation to establish a commission to examine the January 6 

attacks on the Capitol. Both of these bills will face a tough path forward in the 

Senate. President Biden also signed into law legislation to address the 

increase in hate crimes during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

  
 

Fiscal Year 2022 Congressional Appropriations 

  

House Update 

The House Appropriations Committee is tentatively planning on working 

through its annual appropriation bills in June and July, with the tentative 

schedule below. The order of consideration for the dozen spending bills has 

not yet been determined.  

• Subcommittee Markup Dates: June 24, 25, 28, 30, and July 12.  

• Full Committee Markup Dates: June 29, 30, and July 1, 13, 15, & 16.  

  

Senate Update 

Senate Appropriations Earmark Guidance - The Senate Appropriations 

Committee released further guidance on submitting requests for earmark 

requests for fiscal year 2022. Funding requests are limited to certain programs 

and certain entities, and will consist of only a very small fraction of the amount 

appropriated for the overall programs. You can find further information on 

what types are requests are eligible for consideration under the homeland 

security and justice programs accounts below. Additionally, you can find 

further overall information here. 

  

Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies 

• Eligible Agencies and Accounts 

https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=hSzIh3d5GFzpAro&b=ef1ErvYaS3Tr8wkiu5oQIQ
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• Deadline: June 18, 2021 

Homeland Security 

• Eligible Agencies and Accounts 

• Deadline: June 28, 2021 

  
 

DHS, DOJ Report on Domestic Terrorism - The Department of Homeland 

Security and Department of Justice recently released its report on data 

concerning acts of terrorism, including domestic terrorism, and the Federal 

government’s response. The report contains a strategic intelligence 

assessment on DT, a discussion on procedures and methods to address DT 

threats, and data on DT incidents and investigations. You can view the 

report here. 

  
 

Review to Reinvigorate the DOJ's Commitment to Access to Justice - 

Attorney General Garland recently announced efforts to reinvigorate its Office 

for Access to Justice and to restore DOJ's role in leading efforts across 

government to seek and secure meaningful access to justice. The AG directed 

DOJ leadership offices to immediately begin a review process that will engage 

all relevant stakeholders. The review will initially explore, among other things, 

how the DOJ and partners across federal, state, territorial, and tribal 

governments can alleviate entrenched disparities in our criminal justice 

system, address barriers to access in our immigration and civil legal systems, 

and advance health, economic, and environmental justice efforts. You can 

read the press release here. 

  
 

USSC Data on First Step Act Implementation - The U.S. Sentencing 

Commission recently published updated data on sentence reductions 

pursuant to Section 404 of the First Step Act of 2018. Under Section 404, 

defendants sentenced before the Fair Sentencing Act of 2010 are eligible for a 
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retroactive sentence reduction. Through September 30, 2020, 3,705 offenders 

were granted a sentence reduction under Section 404, offenders received an 

average decrease of 6 years in their sentence, and 45% received a weapon-

related sentencing enhancement. You can view the report here. 

  
 

FCC Inmate Calling Rate Action - The Federal Communications 

Commission is lowering how much prison phone companies can charge 

incarcerated people and their families to make out-of-state phone calls to and 

from correctional facilities. The agency voted unanimously on May 20 to set 

interim rate caps of 12 cents per minute for prisons and 14 cents per minute 

for jails with average daily populations of at least 1,000, and caps international 

call rates for the first time. You can read more on this here.  

  
 

DEADLINE EXTENDED Attorney General’s Award for Distinguished 

Service in Community Policing - The Department of Justice is now 

accepting nominations for the Fifth Annual Attorney General’s Award for 

Distinguished Service in Community Policing. These awards represent part of 

the DOJ's on-going commitment to support the nation’s law enforcement 

officers who put their lives on the line every day to keep our communities 

safe. Award recognizes individual state, local and tribal sworn, rank- and-file 

police officers and deputies for exceptional efforts in community policing. The 

awarded officers, deputies and troopers will have demonstrated active 

engagement with the community in one of three areas: criminal investigations, 

field operations or innovations in policing. Nominations are due by June 

28. You can find more information here. 

  
 

National Public Safety Partnership - DOJ is accepting applications for the 

National Public Safety Partnership (PSP). PSP serves as a DOJ-wide initiative 

that enables cities experiencing high rates of violent crime to partner with DOJ 

and to receive intensive, coordinated training and technical assistance (TTA) 

from DOJ to support and enhance public safety and community violence 

intervention (CVI) strategies. 
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PSP offers cities the opportunity to take advantage of: 

• Three years of formal engagement, coordinated through the Bureau of 

Justice Assistance, to support DOJ’s commitment to and partnerships 

with jurisdictions on building capacity, increasing collaboration, and 

sharing promising practices in a variety of public safety areas 

• Needs-based strategic assessments to support your city's violent crime 

prevention and community engagement efforts 

• Access to subject-matter expert consultation and customized TTA 

In 2021, DOJ will review potential candidates to join the Partnership. 

Interested jurisdictions should complete the Training and Technical Assistance 

Request Form and Statement of Interest by 11:59 p.m., ET, on Monday, 

June 7, 2021. Sites will be selected through a quantitative and qualitative 

evaluation process, in consultation with U.S. Attorneys and DOJ law 

enforcement partners. This process will consider, at a minimum, whether a 

jurisdiction: 

• Has violent crime rates well above the national average; 

• Is presently under-resourced in its capacity to drive down violent crime 

(special consideration may be given to rural jurisdictions) 

• Has demonstrated readiness to participate in this collaborative 

initiative. 

Review the Training and Technical Assistance Request Form and Statement 

of Interest for more information and to apply.   

  
 

NEW CICC Five in 5 Newsletter (May 21) - The most recent CICC 5 in 5 was 

released, and includes a webinar that will present both agency and individual 

best practices that can help officers heal and grow from grief and loss, a 

webinar discussing trends in cybercrime, crypto money laundering, 

ransomware, and cracking down on the dark web, and a 
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webinar discussing the strategies for the initial response to endangered, 

missing, or child abduction incidents. You can view the CICC Five in 5 here. 

  
 

May RISS Insider - The latest RISS Insider is now available, and features the 

25th Anniversary of the RISS Secure Cloud (RISSNET). RISSNET provides a 

system of systems concept, connecting disparate databases, providing 

bidirectional information sharing, and offering a single simultaneous search of 

connected systems. RISSNET provides access to more than 250 resources, 

collaboration tools, and databases and provides access to more than 62.8 

million investigative records to authorized personnel. You can view the May 

RISS Insider here. 

  
 

NEW +RISS Equals Results (May 19) - The latest edition of +RISS Equals 

Results is now available and features ROCIC intelligence research staff 

assistance in locating a subject suspected of distributing fentanyl. Using 

address information provided by the ROCIC staff, authorities were able to 

secure a search warrant. You can read the latest +RISS Equals Results here.  

  
 

NEW SOLICITATIONS Fiscal Year 2021 Department of Justice Grant 

Solicitations - The Department of Justice's Office of Justice Programs 

continues to release fiscal year 2021 grant solicitations. You can find the 

current list of the solicitations here. 

  
 

JustGrants Application Submission Webinars - DOJ’s JustGrants offered 

webinar sessions on the FY 2021 application submission process. The 

recording of the webinars provide targeted assistance to potential applicants 

applying for DOJ funding opportunities. You can find more information here. 

  

 

 

Q&A: The role information plays in police reform 
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A failure of the information age is that police data is largely siloed and 

inaccessible, often leading to less favorable outcomes in daily police work. 

Disparate sources and limited access constrain officer decision-making, 

particularly in hot spot policing. What if public safety agencies could flip the 

switch, and give officers unprecedented access to richer contextual 

information and the ability to solve crimes faster - even in real-time - with the 

relative ease of a keyword search?  

  

Watch the former Los Angeles County Sheriff Jim McDonnell and Brad Davis, 

Executive Chairman of Forensic Logic, discuss how well-informed officers can 

do more than respond and report on calls, stay safer and de-escalate more 

interactions in the communities they serve. 

  

 

Watch Here 
  

  

 

 

Articles of Interest 
 

Supreme Court issues rulings on policing, climate, criminal defendants’ 

rights 

The Washington Post | Robert Barnes 

The Supreme Court on Monday ruled for a man suing police for entering his 

home to check on his mental health, for energy companies being sued for 

climate change, and against those seeking new trials because they were 

convicted by non-unanimous juries. As the justices pick up the pace before 

their adjournment at the end of June, they ruled unanimously that police are 

not completely free to enter someone’s home without a warrant on the 

grounds they are checking the person’s health or well-being — a “community 

caretaking” exception to the law. Justice Clarence Thomas, writing for the 

court, acknowledged that precedent allowed officers to undertake a 

warrantless search of a vehicle for a firearm, and mentioned the caretaking 

tasks police offers perform in modern society. Continue reading here. 
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Biden developing pardon process with focus on racial justice, expected 

to issue acts of clemency before middle of term 

CNN | Maegan Vazquez 

The White House is currently in the process of reviewing clemency 

applications and has signaled that President Joe Biden, who views the pardon 

power as a key tool for advancing equity, will issue acts of clemency before 

the middle of his presidential term, a source familiar with the matter tells CNN. 

The White House has informed activists that Biden will not wait until the end of 

his term to begin granting people clemency, and that they should be expected 

before the middle of this presidential term, the source said. The New York 

Times was first to report on the timing of the clemency requests being 

considered by the Biden White House. Continue reading here. 

  
 

The slow moves to improve police training 

Axios | David Nather 

Police departments around the country have been ramping up training 

programs in the year since George Floyd's death — but no one should expect 

them to have enough impact in one year to prevent more tragic deaths of 

people of color, according to training experts and practitioners. 

 

Why it matters: If the training does have a meaningful impact in steering 

officers away from deadly confrontations, it could take years to see results, 

experts say — and there's little solid evidence that it works. 

 

- "The problem has been, there are no national standards to show what the 

training should look like" — how many hours should be offered or how often it 

should be refreshed, said Frank Straub, an expert on police training at the 

National Police Foundation. That leaves a patchwork of police departments 

going it on their own. Continue reading here. 

  
 

More fentanyl seized by CBP so far in 2021 than in all of 2020 
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ABC News | Luke Barr 

Customs and Border Protection seized more fentanyl so far in 2021 than all of 

2020. As of April, 6,494 pounds of fentanyl were seized by authorities at the 

border, compared to 4,776 pounds in all of 2020. In fact, fentanyl seizures 

have been increasing since 2018. Fentanyl is an incredibly potent opioid that 

is 50-100 times stronger than morphine, according to Dr. Darien Sutton, an 

emergency medicine physician based in Los Angeles and ABC News 

contributor. "People don't realize how dangerous it is," he said. Continue 

reading here. 

  
 

Biden signed a new hate crimes law — but there's a big flaw 

Politico | Beatrice Jin 

President Joe Biden signed the long-awaited Covid-19 Hate Crimes Act on 

Thursday, beefing up spending on training and data collection, and requiring 

states to review crime reports for discrimination. It’s a big step for advocates, 

who fought for reform and are now celebrating the funding it will send to 

states. But there’s a problem: Despite current incentives, many big police 

departments don’t report whether a crime was motivated by bias to federal 

authorities. And state governments often disagree on what a hate crime even 

is. Continue reading here. 

  
 

Police recruiting suffers as morale hits new lows 

Axios | Axios Local 

Police departments across the country are struggling to attract applicants after 

a year of racial justice protests against police use of excessive force and calls 

for police reform dampened morale within the profession. 

 

Why it matters: Recruiting deficits add strain to existing forces and could 

increase costs through overtime or employee burnout, per the International 

Association of Chiefs of Police. And if Americans want better police forces, 

city officials say, this isn't the way to get them. 

 

- The trend comes as activists in some cities suggest there could be another 
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"long, hot summer" of unrest in the name of ending police brutality and racial 

inequity. Continue reading here. 

  
 

Policing deal remains out of reach on Capitol Hill as the anniversary of 

George Floyd’s death approaches 

The Washington Post | Mike DeBonis 

In a sprawling speech to Congress last month laying out dozens of proposals, 

President Biden set one specific deadline for lawmakers: to deliver a long-

discussed overhaul of police practices meant to stem the killings of Black 

citizens at the hands of law enforcement officers. “Let’s get it done next 

month, by the first anniversary of George Floyd’s death,” he said on April 28, 

one week after a jury convicted former Minneapolis police officer Derek 

Chauvin of murdering Floyd. “The country supports this reform and Congress 

should act.” That deadline — May 25 — is now set to come and go without 

action. Although talks continue productively, according to participants, no deal 

is in immediate sight and the House is leaving Washington on Friday for a 

three-week break. Continue reading here. 

  

 

 

 

Senate Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs Committee - Full 

Committee Hearing 

Examining the Role of the Department of Homeland Security’s Office of 

Intelligence and Analysis 

May 18 @ 10:00 am - 342 Dirksen 

Summary: The Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs 

Committee convened a hearing to discuss views on the appropriate roles, 

responsibilities, and authorities for the Department of Homeland Security’s 

Office of Intelligence and Analysis. Senator Rob Portman and Senator Jacky 

Rosen highlighted the work of the Cincinnati Fusion Center and the Southern 

Nevada Counter Terrorism Center. Former Under Secretary for Intelligence 

and Analysis, Francis Taylor, encouraged I&A to utilize fusion centers more to 

get better information on the threat environment on the ground. Mike Sena, 
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President of the National Fusion Center Association, testified to the office’s 

relationship with the National Network of Fusion Centers and overall support 

for State, Local, Tribal and Territorial partners. Mr. Sena’s written testimony 

can be read here. Mr. Sena encouraged I&A to reorient its focus on supporting 

SLTT partners and offered concrete recommendations to improve the 

department. These recommendations included an increase in the forward 

deployment of well-trained and experienced personnel to fusion centers, 

offerings of high-quality trainings on analytical tradecraft and on privacy, civil 

rights, and civil liberties, investments in modernizing information sharing 

systems and technologies, ensuring reliable access to critical data, and 

support coordinating DHS grant funding with other DHS components. 

  

House Judiciary Committee - Full Committee Markup 

May 18 @ 10:30 am - 2141 Rayburn 

H.R. 2922 - Elder Abuse Protection Act of 2021 

Status: Approved by the House Judiciary Committee on 5/18. 

Summary: To amend the Elder Abuse Prevention and Prosecution Act to 

authorize the Elder Justice Initiative, to require that online resources of such 

initiative are made available in Spanish, and for other purposes. 

  

H.R. 2694 - Criminal Judicial Administration Act of 2021 

Status: Approved by the House Judiciary Committee on 5/18. 

Summary: To amend title 18, United States Code, to provide for 

transportation and subsistence for criminal justice defendants, and for other 

purposes. 

  

House Homeland Security Committee - Full Committee Markup 

May 18 @ 4:00 pm - Virtual Markup  

H.R. 2795 - DHS Blue Campaign Enhancement Act 

Status: Approved by the House Homeland Security Committee on 5/18. 

Summary: To amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to enhance the Blue 

Campaign of the Department of Homeland Security, and for other 

purposes. This bill strengthens the DHS Blue Campaign and enhances the 

availability of human trafficking prevention training opportunities and the 

development of such trainings and materials.  
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H.R. 2980 - Cybersecurity Vulnerability Remediation Act 

Status: Approved by the House Homeland Security Committee on 5/18. 

Summary: To amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to provide for the 

remediation of cybersecurity vulnerabilities, and for other purposes. This bill 

would authorize CISA to assist critical infrastructure owners and operators 

with mitigation strategies against the most critical, known vulnerabilities. 

  

H.R. 3138 - State and Local Cybersecurity Improvement Act 

Status: Approved by the House Homeland Security Committee on 5/18. 

Summary: To amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to authorize a grant 

program relating to the cybersecurity of State and local governments, and for 

other purposes. This bill seeks to authorize a new $500 million grant program 

to provide State and local, Tribal, and Territorial governments with dedicated 

funding to secure their networks from ransomware and other cyber attacks.  

 

H.R. 3223 - CISA Cyber Exercise Act 

Status: Approved by the House Homeland Security Committee on 5/18. 

Summary: To amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to establish in the 

Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency the National Cyber Exercise 

Program, and for other purposes. This bill establishes a National Cyber 

Exercise program within CISA to promote more regular testing and systemic 

assessments of preparedness and resilience to cyber attacks against critical 

infrastructure. 

 

H.R. 3243 - Pipeline Security Act 

Status: Approved by the House Homeland Security Committee on 5/18. 

Summary: To codify the Transportation Security Administration’s 

responsibility relating to securing pipelines against cybersecurity threats, acts 

of terrorism, and other nefarious acts that jeopardize the physical security or 

cybersecurity of pipelines, and for other purposes. This bill will enhance the 

ability of TSA—the principal Federal entity responsible for pipeline security—

to guard pipeline systems against cyberattacks, terrorist attacks, and other 

threats. This measure codifies TSA’s Pipeline Security Section and clarifies 

TSA’s statutory mandate to protect pipeline infrastructure. 
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H.R. 3263 - DHS Medical Countermeasures Act 

Status: Approved by the House Homeland Security Committee on 5/18. 

Summary: To amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to establish in the 

Department of Homeland Security a medical countermeasures program, and 

for other purposes. This bill would establish a medical countermeasures 

program to support DHS mission continuity and facilitate the readiness and 

resilience in the event of a chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear, or 

explosives attack, naturally occurring disease outbreak, or pandemic.   

 

H.R. 3264 - Domains Critical to Homeland Security Act 

Status: Approved by the House Homeland Security Committee on 5/18. 

Summary: To amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to require research 

and development to identify and evaluate the extent to which critical domain 

risks within the United States supply chain pose a substantial threat to 

homeland security, and for other purposes. This bill authorizes DHS to 

conduct research and development into supply chain risks for critical domains 

of the United States economy and transmit the results to Congress. 

  

House Appropriations Committee - Homeland Security Subcommittee 

Hearing 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection Resource Management and Operational 

Priorities 

May 19 @ 10:00 am - Virtual Hearing 

  

House Administration Committee - Full Committee Hearing 

Reforming the Capitol Police and Improving Accountability for the Capitol 

Police Board 

May 19 @ 3:00 pm - Virtual Hearing 

  

Senate Judiciary Committee - Full Committee Markup 

May 20 @ 10:00 am - 106 Dirksen 

S. 312 - COVID-19 Safer Detention Act of 2021 

Status: Held over by the Senate Judiciary Committee on 5/20. 
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https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=hSzIh3d5GFzpAro&b=QI.DcbahfzXUIHyI.FA1fg
https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=hSzIh3d5GFzpAro&b=tWiCMWtKx4lXuNBmsp8qjg
https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=hSzIh3d5GFzpAro&b=tWiCMWtKx4lXuNBmsp8qjg
https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=hSzIh3d5GFzpAro&b=SktfYPM8wErHJLFa248vMw
https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=hSzIh3d5GFzpAro&b=SktfYPM8wErHJLFa248vMw
https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=hSzIh3d5GFzpAro&b=cwoP7oZ_lzEPZYw1foDWqA
https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=hSzIh3d5GFzpAro&b=4qLFOpKW6Vs21WMvgAtBZA


Summary: To expand eligibility for and provide judicial review for the Elderly 

Home Detention Pilot Program, provide for compassionate release based on 

COVID–19 vulnerability, shorten the waiting period for judicial review during 

the COVID–19 pandemic, and make other technical corrections. 
 

 


