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The Brooks Bawden Moore Weekly Update and Analysis highlights the 

previous week’s floor and committee activities within the US Senate and 

House of Representatives, and this week’s congressional activities that relate 

to law enforcement and homeland security matters. The weekly update also 

lists legislation introduced the previous week, which may be of interest to the 

law enforcement and homeland security communities. Please let us know if 

you would like to know more about any of the items described in the update. 

Additionally, please feel free to distribute this product as you see fit. 
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This week would normally have seen thousands of law enforcement officers 

and their families and friends descend upon Washington, DC for Police 

Memorial events. Unfortunately, once again we are all remembering from 
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home this year. The 33rd Annual Candlelight Vigil was held virtually on 

Thursday, May 13. You can watch the vigil below. 

  

*Note: In-person events are planned for October 13-17, 2021 in Washington, 

DC. 

  

33rd Annual Candlelight Vigil, May 13, 2021  

  

 

Editors Note: Last year, Ron put together some thoughts about the 

significance of this week and tells one of his personal stories about why this 

week is sacred. We are republishing his article below. 

  

Reflections on Police Week 2020 

Ron Brooks 

 

On October 15, 1991 President George Herbert Walker Bush spoke at the 

dedication of the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial in Washington 

DC.  While standing on that hallowed ground, where more than 22,000 law 

enforcement heroes are now memorialized, the President said; “They gave 

much and asked little, they deserve our remembrance.  Here in America’s 

Capitol, for as long as these walls stand, they will be remembered.   Not for 

the way they died, but by how they lived.” 

 

Each year, since the original dedication of our nation’s law enforcement 

memorial, thousands of law enforcement officers, surviving family members 

and grateful citizens have gathered in our Nation’s Capital during Police Week 

to honor those officers that have made the ultimate sacrifice and to offer 

thanks to the more than 800,000 law enforcement officers that go to work 

each day to serve and protect our communities. Continue reading here. 

  

 

 

 

The House and Senate were in session this week, with the Senate Judiciary 

Committee advancing a package of bills supporting law enforcement officers 

and their families. Additionally, the Senate unanimously passed a bipartisan 

resolution commemorating National Police Week 2021. You can read that 
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resolution here. The House approved numerous bills concerning mental 

health, including a bill to improve the detection, prevention, and treatment of 

mental health issues among public safety officers. You can read more on 

those bills here. 

  

The White House announced that President Biden's fiscal year 2022 full 

budget request will be released on May 27. Last week, House Appropriations 

Chair Rosa DeLauro (D-CT) announced that House lawmakers will mark-up 

the 12 fiscal 2022 spending bills in June ahead of July floor votes. You can 

find more information here. 

  
 

Law Enforcement Speaks Out Against Ending Qualified Immunity - As 

law enforcement leaders throughout the country have been involved with 

policing reform discussions at the state and local level, many of the national 

law enforcement associations have been in intense discussions with key 

House and Senate leaders within Congress on policing reform proposals at 

the Federal level. One key issue, the elimination or alteration of qualified 

immunity, continues to bog down discussions. Recently, law enforcement 

leaders in Michigan, including Oakland County Sheriff Michael Bouchard held 

a press conference discussing their concerns with proposals to end or alter 

qualified immunity. You can read more on their press conference here, here, 

and here. You can also listen to a couple of radio interviews by Sheriff 

Bouchard here and here. 

  
 

Executive Order on Improving the Nation’s Cybersecurity - This week, 

President Biden issued an Executive Order on Improving the Nation’s 

Cybersecurity. The EO makes a significant contribution toward modernizing 

cybersecurity defenses by protecting federal networks, improving information-

sharing between the U.S. government and the private sector on cyber issues, 

and strengthening the United States’ ability to respond to incidents when they 

occur. You can read the EO here. You can read the fact sheet here. 

  
 

DHS Creates New Center for Prevention Programs and Partnerships and 

Additional Efforts to Comprehensively Combat Domestic Violent 

Extremism - The Department of Homeland Security has established a new 

Center for Prevention Programs and Partnerships (CP3) to improve the 
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Department’s ability to combat terrorism and targeted violence, consistent with 

privacy protections, civil rights and civil liberties, and other applicable 

laws. CP3 will replace the Office for Targeted Violence and Terrorism 

Prevention while ensuring DHS’s efforts are grounded in an approach to 

violence prevention that leverages behavioral threat assessment and 

management tools, and addresses early-risk factors that can lead to 

radicalization to violence. You can read more here. 

  

DOJ Proposes New Regulation to Update Firearm Definitions - The 

Department of Justice issued a notice of proposed rulemaking that would 

update the definitions of “firearm” and related parts. The proposed rule would 

modernize the definition of “frame or receiver” and help close a regulatory 

loophole associated with the un-serialized privately made firearms that are 

increasingly being recovered at crime scenes across the country. These 

unmarked firearms, known as “ghost guns,” are often assembled from kits that 

are sold without background checks, making them easily acquired by criminals 

who otherwise would not be permitted to possess a firearm. You can read 

more here. 

  
 

Treasury Releases Guidance for State & Local Aid - This week, the 

Treasury Department released details on allowed uses of the $350 billion in 

state and local aid in the latest federal relief law. The guidance described in 

a fact sheet addresses a provision in the American Rescue Plan Act that 

prevents states and municipalities from using funds to “directly or indirectly 

offset a reduction in the net tax revenue.” States will be required to 

demonstrate what policies they are enacting to make up for forgone revenue 

from any tax cuts, according to the fact sheet. You can find more 

information here. 

  
 

Attorney General’s Award for Distinguished Service in Community 

Policing - The Department of Justice is now accepting nominations for the 

Fifth Annual Attorney General’s Award for Distinguished Service in 

Community Policing. These awards represent part of the DOJ's on-going 

commitment to support the nation’s law enforcement officers who put their 

lives on the line every day to keep our communities safe. Award recognizes 

individual state, local and tribal sworn, rank- and-file police officers and 

deputies for exceptional efforts in community policing. The awarded officers, 
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deputies and troopers will have demonstrated active engagement with the 

community in one of three areas: criminal investigations, field operations or 

innovations in policing. Nominations are due by May 28. You can find more 

information here. 

  
 

Senate Appropriations Earmark Guidance - The Senate Appropriations 

Committee released further guidance on submitting requests for earmark 

requests for fiscal year 2022. Funding requests are limited to certain programs 

and certain entities, and will consist of only a very small fraction of the amount 

appropriated for the overall programs. You can find further information on 

what types are requests are eligible for consideration under the homeland 

security and justice programs accounts below. Additionally, you can find 

further overall information here. 

  

Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies 

• Eligible Agencies and Accounts 

• Deadline: June 18, 2021 

Homeland Security 

• Eligible Agencies and Accounts 

• Deadline: June 28, 2021 

  
 

National Public Safety Partnership - DOJ is accepting applications for the 

National Public Safety Partnership (PSP). PSP serves as a DOJ-wide initiative 

that enables cities experiencing high rates of violent crime to partner with DOJ 

and to receive intensive, coordinated training and technical assistance (TTA) 

from DOJ to support and enhance public safety and community violence 

intervention (CVI) strategies. 

  

PSP offers cities the opportunity to take advantage of: 

• Three years of formal engagement, coordinated through the Bureau of 

Justice Assistance, to support DOJ’s commitment to and partnerships 

with jurisdictions on building capacity, increasing collaboration, and 

sharing promising practices in a variety of public safety areas 
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• Needs-based strategic assessments to support your city's violent crime 

prevention and community engagement efforts 

• Access to subject-matter expert consultation and customized TTA 

In 2021, DOJ will review potential candidates to join the Partnership. 

Interested jurisdictions should complete the Training and Technical Assistance 

Request Form and Statement of Interest by 11:59 p.m., ET, on Monday, 

June 7, 2021. Sites will be selected through a quantitative and qualitative 

evaluation process, in consultation with U.S. Attorneys and DOJ law 

enforcement partners. This process will consider, at a minimum, whether a 

jurisdiction: 

• Has violent crime rates well above the national average; 

• Is presently under-resourced in its capacity to drive down violent crime 

(special consideration may be given to rural jurisdictions) 

• Has demonstrated readiness to participate in this collaborative 

initiative. 

Review the Training and Technical Assistance Request Form and Statement 

of Interest for more information and to apply.   

  
 

NEW CICC Five in 5 Newsletter (May 14) - The most recent CICC 5 in 5 was 

released, and includes a COPS publication discussing the role that law 

enforcement officers play on the front lines of the opioid epidemic, a webinar 

on Law Enforcement-Led Diversion and Mental Health and Opioid Outreach 

Innovations, and ODNI's Annual Report on Statistical Transparency Regarding 

the Intelligence Community’s Use of National Security Surveillance 

Authorities. You can view the CICC Five in 5 here. 

  
 

NEW May RISS Insider - The latest RISS Insider is now available, and 

features the 25th Anniversary of the RISS Secure Cloud (RISSNET). 

RISSNET provides a system of systems concept, connecting disparate 

databases, providing bidirectional information sharing, and offering a single 

simultaneous search of connected systems. RISSNET provides access to 

more than 250 resources, collaboration tools, and databases and provides 

access to more than 62.8 million investigative records to authorized 

personnel. You can view the May RISS Insider here. 
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+RISS Equals Results (May 5) - The latest edition of +RISS Equals Results 

is now available and features RMIN digital forensics staff with a homicide 

investigation involving two juveniles. The RMIN forensic analyst enhanced 

portions of an audio recording that were inaudible during transcription. You 

can read the latest +RISS Equals Results here.  

  
 

Fiscal Year 2021 Department of Justice Grant Solicitations - The 

Department of Justice's Office of Justice Programs continues to release fiscal 

year 2021 grant solicitations. The COPS Office recently released the 

solicitations for the COPS Hiring Program and the School Violence 

Prevention Program. You can find a list of the solicitations here. 

  
 

JustGrants Application Submission Webinars - DOJ’s JustGrants offered 

webinar sessions on the FY 2021 application submission process. The 

recording of the webinars provide targeted assistance to potential applicants 

applying for DOJ funding opportunities. You can find more information here. 

  

 

 

Q&A: The role information plays in police reform 

  

A failure of the information age is that police data is largely siloed and 

inaccessible, often leading to less favorable outcomes in daily police work. 

Disparate sources and limited access constrain officer decision-making, 

particularly in hot spot policing. What if public safety agencies could flip the 

switch, and give officers unprecedented access to richer contextual 

information and the ability to solve crimes faster - even in real-time - with the 

relative ease of a keyword search?  

  

Watch the former Los Angeles County Sheriff Jim McDonnell and Brad Davis, 

Executive Chairman of Forensic Logic, discuss how well-informed officers can 

do more than respond and report on calls, stay safer and de-escalate more 

interactions in the communities they serve. 
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Watch Here 
  

  

 

 

Articles of Interest 
 

Democrats, organizations push to end giving military-grade gear to 

police 

The Hill | Rebecca Kheel 

A group of House Democrats is introducing a bill Thursday to repeal the 

program that allows the Pentagon to send excess equipment to local police 

departments. More than 150 outside organizations are also sending a letter to 

lawmakers Thursday backing the bill, which was sponsored by Rep. Nydia 

Velázquez (D-N.Y.) and co-sponsored by 17 other House Democrats. “The 

1033 program has contributed to a military-style police culture and has 

endangered countless lives, particularly in communities of color,” the 155 

organizations wrote in the letter, a copy of which was obtained by The Hill. “It 

is our assessment that the 1033 program is irreparable and should be 

abolished, especially in light of the fact that past attempts to reform the 

program were ineffective.” Continue reading here. 

  
 

Police: Flaw in reform bill ‘will result’ in more shootings and deaths 

Washington Examiner | Paul Bedard 

Law enforcement groups are urging Congress to fix a flaw in the leading 

police reform package that they believe will lead to more shootings and deaths 

— exactly the opposite intent of the George Floyd Justice in Policing Act of 

2021. In letters to Congress, the police are warning that the legislation will end 

the use of Tasers, seen by many as a less harmful way to subdue suspects. 

At issue is language calling the use of electronic control weapons (including 

Tasers) “deadly force,” the same as firearms. The bill rushed through the 

House said that when used against a suspect “multiple” times, it becomes a 

deadly force weapon. Continue reading here. 

  
 

Crime jumps after court-ordered policing changes 

Axios | Russell Contreras 
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Most police agencies in recent federally court-ordered reform agreements saw 

violent crime rates skyrocket immediately, according to an Axios examination 

of departments under consent decrees since 2012. 

  

Why it matters: The increases in violent crime rates — in one case by 61% 

— suggest that there can be unintended consequences, at least in the short 

term, to the policing changes many Americans have demanded in the year 

since George Floyd's death. 

  

- They've also given police unions another argument in their campaign against 

reforms. 

  

By the numbers: An Axios review of FBI and Justice Department data on all 

12 agencies under consent decrees since 2012 found that seven of them 

experienced jumps in violent crime rates in two years compared to the two 

years before they entered into the consent decrees. Continue reading here. 

  
 

Capitol Police watchdog calls for boosting countersurveillance 

The Hill | Cristina Marcos, Rebecca Beitsch 

The Capitol Police’s internal watchdog on Monday called for drastically 

expanding the ability to track threats against members of Congress after 

authorities failed to anticipate the Jan. 6 attack and as lawmakers are 

increasingly targeted. Capitol Police Inspector General Michael Bolton told 

members of the House Administration Committee that the department would 

benefit from a standalone countersurveillance unit to detect threats against the 

legislative branch. In his testimony, Bolton cited the pipe bombs found near 

the Republican and Democratic parties headquarters shortly before the 

Capitol attack as a major threat assessment shortcoming. As officers arrived 

at the Democratic National Committee and Republican National Committee 

buildings, only one team was left protecting the Capitol complex while a mob 

of Trump supporters made its way onto the grounds. Continue reading here. 

  
 

Cannabis Goes Corporate: Lobbyists, Unions Seek to Shape Marijuana 

Industry 

The Wall Street Journal | Julie Bykowicz 

The rally at the state capitol on April 20, the unofficial holiday for pot 

aficionados, brought out green-wigged supporters ringed in wisps of smoke. 
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These days, they are far from the only people advocating for the legalization 

of marijuana. Black Lives Matter activists, who are seeking business 

opportunities for minority communities and say they have been hit hard by 

drug laws, joined the Hartford rally, as did labor organizers who want to see 

the industry unionized. More broadly, cannabis companies, banks and new 

marijuana trade organizations are deploying platoons of lobbyists to state 

capitals and Washington, D.C., to help shape the ground rules for the industry 

as more states legalize use, and as Congress weighs measures that could 

further legitimize the market. Continue reading here. 

  
 

Ransomware gangs get more aggressive against law enforcement 

AP | Alan Suderman 

Police Chief Will Cunningham came to work four years ago to find that his six-

officer department was the victim of a crime. Hackers had taken advantage of 

a weak password to break in and encrypt the files of the department in 

Roxana, a small town in Illinois near St. Louis, and were demanding $6,000 of 

bitcoin. “I was shocked, I was surprised, frustrated,” Cunningham said. Police 

departments big and small have been plagued for years by foreign hackers 

breaking into networks and causing varying level of mischief, from disabling 

email systems to more serious problems with 911 centers temporarily knocked 

offline. In some cases important case files have gone missing. Continue 

reading here. 

  

 

 

 

House Administration Committee - Full Committee Hearing 

Oversight Of The January 6th Attack: United States Capitol Police Threat 

Assessment And Counter-Surveillance Before And During The Attack 

May 10 @ 3:00 pm - Virtual Hearing 

Summary: The House Administration Committee convened a hearing to 

discuss the recent flash report on counter-surveillance and threat assessment 

operations for the U.S Capitol Police by the Inspector General. The report can 

be read here. The Inspector General identified several deficiencies, including 

(a) outdated or vague guidance, (b) failure to adequately report stop or contact 

activities, (c) lack of a dedicated counter-surveillance entity (d) insufficient 

resources for supporting counter surveillance operations, and (e) inadequate 

resources for supporting its Threat Assessment Section (TAS). The IG report 
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argues that a stand-alone entity with a defined mission dedicated to counter-

surveillance activities in support of protecting the Congressional Community, 

would improve the Department’s ability to identify and disrupt individuals or 

groups intent on engaging in illegal activity directed at the Congressional 

Community and its legislative process. 

  

Senate Homeland Security Committee - Full Committee Hearing 
 

 


