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The Brooks Bawden Moore Weekly Update and Analysis highlights the 

previous week’s floor and committee activities within the US Senate and 

House of Representatives, and this week’s congressional activities that relate 

to law enforcement and homeland security matters. The weekly update also 

lists legislation introduced the previous week, which may be of interest to the 

law enforcement and homeland security communities. Please let us know if 

you would like to know more about any of the items described in the update. 

Additionally, please feel free to distribute this product as you see fit. 
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The House met for Committee business only this week, while the Senate was 

in session, and gave final approval of legislation to temporary extend the 

DEA's authority to schedule fentanyl analogues as a schedule 1 drug 

until October 22. The measure now heads to the President for his signature. 

President Biden delivered his first address to a Joint Session of Congress on 

Wednesday. Both President Biden and Senator Tim Scott (R-SC), who gave 

the Republican response to Biden's address, touched on aspects of policing 

reform. You can read President Biden's speech here, and Senator Scott's 

speech here. 

  
 

Policing Reform Negotiations - Bipartisan negotiations on policing reform 

are currently heating up, with several key sticking points, including qualified 

immunity being intensely debated between House and Senate Democrat and 
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Republican negotiators. BBM will post a new podcast next week to detail the 

status of negotiations. In the meantime, below are the BBM podcasts on the 

Byrne JAG grant program. Many of the reforms under discussion would 

impact the Byrne JAG grant program in some capacity. 

  

Podcast - Primer on Byrne JAG here 

Podcast - Impact of Grant Penalty Provisions on Byrne JAG here 

  
 

JustGrants Unavailable May 7-12 - Due to planned DOJ financial 

management system upgrades, the Justice Grants System (JustGrants) will 

be unavailable for users from Friday, May 7, 2021 at 5:30 p.m. ET to 

Wednesday, May 12, 2021 at 5:30 a.m. ET. During this time, no grants 

management or application submission activities will be accessible in 

JustGrants. If you attempt to access the system, you will receive a service 

dashboard message. Access to JustGrants will be restored once the system is 

back online after 5:30 a.m. ET on May 12, 2021. To prepare for the system 

outage, it is advised that any time-sensitive action that needs to be completed 

in JustGrants is done as soon as possible. Any work on applications that is 

saved prior to the system being taken offline on May 7, 2021 at 5:30 p.m. will 

not be lost. You can read more here. 

  
 

DOJ Releases Funds to Combat Illicit Drugs and Improve Officer 

Wellness - The COPS Office recently released $58 million in three grant 
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solicitations that will advance community policing, help combat the dual 

scourges of opioid and methamphetamine use, and promote the health and 

safety of our nation’s law enforcement officers. You can read more on the 

release of these grants here. 

  
 

DHS Operation to Target Criminal Smuggling Organizations - The 

Department of Homeland Security recently announced a new counter-network 

targeting operation focused on transnational criminal organizations affiliated 

with the smuggling of migrants. The new anti-smuggling effort, called 

Operation Sentinel, is a collaborative effort with U.S. Customs and Border 

Protection, U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement’s Homeland Security 

Investigations, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, the U.S. 

Department of State, and the Federal Bureau of Investigation and Drug 

Enforcement Administration of the U.S. Department of Justice. You can read 

the press release here. 

  
 

DEA Launches Project Wave Breaker - The Drug Enforcement 

Administration recently announced the launch of Project Wave Breaker, 

that will direct interdiction, enforcement, and outreach efforts to high-impact 

areas to disrupt the flow of fentanyl in and around the United States. The 

eleven divisions participating in Project Wave Breaker are credited with 85 

percent of all synthetic opioids seized by the DEA in 2020.  They include: 

Phoenix, New York, San Diego, New England, Los Angeles, Chicago, Detroit, 
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St. Louis, San Francisco, Houston, and El Paso. You can read the press 

release here. 

  
 

Domestic Violent Extremism Review at DHS - Homeland Security Secretary 

Mayorkas recently announced an internal review to address the threat of 

domestic violent extremism within the Department of Homeland Security 

(DHS). A cross-Departmental working group comprised of senior officials will 

immediately begin a comprehensive review of how to best prevent, detect, 

and respond to threats related to domestic violent extremism within 

DHS.  This internal team, which will be led by the Department’s Chief Security 

Officer, will produce a report with recommendations for the Secretary on how 

best to identify and respond to threats related to domestic violent extremism, 

including those based on racially- or ethnically-motivated violent extremism. 

You can read more here. 

  
 

BJS Reports on Mortality in Prisons and Jails - The Bureau of Justice 

Statistics recently released two reports on the mortality in local jails, and the 

mortality in state and Federal prisons. The reports show that in 2018, the 

number of deaths and the mortality rate in state prisons were the highest since 

the BJS began collecting mortality data from state prisons in 2001. You can 

read the Mortality in State and Federal Prisons report here, and the Mortality 

in Local Jails report here. 
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ICE Director Nominee - This week, President Biden announced his intention 

to nominate Harris County Sheriff Ed Gonzalez to be the next Director of Immigration 

and Customs Enforcement (ICE). Sheriff Gonzalez has has a lengthy career in law 

enforcement, starting as a civilian employee at Houston Police Department before 

becoming an officer and later a sergeant. You can view DHS Secretary 

Mayorkas' statement on his nomination here. 

  
 

National Prescription Drug Take Back Day Results - DEA’s National 

Prescription Drug Take Back Day collected 839,543 pounds (419.7 tons) of 

unused, expired, and unwanted medications across the country. The April 

event included 4,425 community partners at 5,060 collection sites throughout 

the country. Photos and video from Take Back Day can be viewed here. In 

addition to DEA’s National Prescription Drug Take Back Day, safe and secure 

drug disposal continues to be available at any of the 11,000+ DEA authorized 

collectors throughout the year. You can find more information here. 

  
 

CICC Five in 5 Newsletter (April 30) - The most recent CICC 5 in 5 was 

released, and includes a webinar discussing the the importance of a 

successful wellness program in addressing the challenges of law enforcement 

work, a National Police Foundation webinar discussing the importance of 

action action reviews (AARs), and BJA report highlighting the goals, activities, 

outcomes, and lessons learned from Idaho, Nebraska, Ohio, Oklahoma, 
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Oregon, and South Dakota and their results from the Justice Reinvestment 

Initiative. You can view the CICC Five in 5 here.  

  
 

April RISS Insider (April 2021 Issue) - The latest RISS Insider is now 

available, and features NESPIN Law Enforcement Coordinator Mario Oliveira, 

on Fisher College's Announcement of the Detective Mario Oliveira 

Scholarships. The scholarship is available to all law enforcement officers, 

permanently injured law enforcement officers, and family members of fallen 

officers across the country who wish to pursue a master’s degree in criminal 

justice and demonstrate enthusiastic ambition and commitment to the 

field. You can view the RISS Insider here. 

  
 

+RISS Equals Results (April 21) - The latest edition of +RISS Equals 

Results is now available and features a large-scale burglary investigation 

involving victims in Massachusetts and New Hampshire. NESPIN set up a 

shared site for the agencies involved to gather, organize, and share their 

evidence and data.  Additionally, NESPIN analytical staff analyzed the data 

from a half-dozen suspect phones. You can read the latest +RISS Equals 

Results here.  
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Fiscal Year 2021 Department of Justice Grant Solicitations - The 

Department of Justice's Office of Justice Programs continues to release fiscal 

year 2021 grant solicitations. You can find a list of the solicitations here. 

  
 

JustGrants Application Submission Webinars - DOJ’s JustGrants offered 

webinar sessions on the FY 2021 application submission process. The 

recording of the webinars provide targeted assistance to potential applicants 

applying for DOJ funding opportunities. You can find more information here. 

  

 

 

The Poway Shooting Was Two Years Ago. The Jewish Community Needs 

To Be On High Alert As Facilities Reopen 

Secure Community Network 

  

Two years ago this week, a man armed with an assault rifle burst into Chabad 

of Poway, CA and opened fire. He killed one woman and injured three others, 

including the Rabbi and an eight-year-old girl. This anniversary reminds us of 

the need for Jewish communities to protect themselves, especially now as 

facilities begin to reopen post-covid. 

  

Unprecedented times currently face the Jewish community. We have seen a 

near-historic increase in antisemitic incidents and assaults over the last 
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several years. According to the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), over 

60% of religiously motivated hate crimes in 2019 targeted Jews – a 14% 

increase from the year prior. 

  

 

Continue Reading Here 
  

  

 

 

Articles of Interest 
 

Justice Department ends Trump-era limits on grants to ‘sanctuary cities’ 

Reuters | Sarah Lynch 

The U.S. Justice Department has repealed a policy put in place during Donald 

Trump's presidency that cut off hundreds of millions of dollars in grants to 

sanctuary cities that limit cooperation with federal immigration authorities. In 

an internal memo seen by Reuters, acting head of the Office of Justice 

Programs Maureen Henneberg said that prior grant recipients, including cities, 

counties and states that were recipients of the department's popular $250 

million annual grant program for local law enforcement, will no longer be 

required to cooperate with U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement as a 

condition of their funding. She also ordered staff to take down any pending 

Justice Department grant applications with similar strings attached and start 

the process over again. Continue reading here. 
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Snapchat has become an on-demand delivery app for teens to score 

illegal drugs. Some kids are dying after taking one pill 

Business Insider | Jeff Elder 

One of the last acts in Devin Norring's short life took place on Snapchat. The 

19-year-old in Hastings, Minnesota, connected with a drug dealer on the 

social-media app last year and arranged to buy a prescription pain pill. But the 

pill that the dealer delivered was packed with fentanyl, an opiate so powerful 

that Norring died shortly after taking it. The tragedy is part of a painful pattern 

that has repeated itself over the past year, spread by the immediacy and 

friction-free ease that teenagers expect in an age of on-demand apps. But, 

unlike the repercussions of posting an ill-advised video or regrettable 

comment on Snapchat, the consequences for teens buying pills through social 

media can be irreversible. In Los Angeles and small-town Minnesota, in 

famous families and blue-collar ones, a drug 50 to 100 times stronger than 

morphine is killing people at a historic rate during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The transactions are sometimes being arranged via social media to home-

bound young people. Continue reading here. 

  
 

Heavy marijuana use during pregnancy linked to premature birth, early 

infant death 

NBC News | Linda Carroll 

Women who use marijuana during pregnancy are putting their babies at risk, a 

study published Thursday finds. Babies born to women who were heavy 
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cannabis users during pregnancy are more likely to have health problems, 

including premature birth and death within a year of birth, compared to babies 

born to women who did not use cannabis during pregnancy, according to an 

analysis of nearly 5 million California women who gave birth between 2001 

and 2012. The report in the journal Addiction is more evidence of the risks of 

marijuana use during pregnancy. As more states legalize adult use of 

recreational marijuana, researchers have been trying to determine whether 

the drug might have deleterious effects on fetuses. A study published in 

August linked pot use among pregnant women with an elevated risk of autism 

in their babies. Continue reading here. 

  
 

Postal Service 'wildly unprepared' to answer allegations it spied on 

Americans 

The Washington Times | Ryan Lovelace 

The U.S. Postal Service failed to answer basic questions about its alleged 

spying on Americans in a private briefing with House members, according to 

lawmakers who attended, deepening concerns that the agency is targeting 

conservatives. The apparent snooping by the Postal Service’s Internet Covert 

Operations Program, or iCOP, came to light in an iCOP bulletin about 

monitoring “right-wing leaning Parler and Telegram accounts” in anticipation of 

protests last month. The bulletin, which was published by Yahoo News, noted 

that iCOP analysts monitored users on Facebook and Twitter as 

well. Continue reading here. 
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Justice Department to undertake 120 day review of cybersecurity 

challenges 

The Hill | Maggie Miller 

The Justice Department will soon begin a 120-day review of cybersecurity 

challenges in the midst of escalating cyber threats. Newly confirmed Deputy 

Attorney General Lisa Monaco announced the review during virtual remarks at 

the Munich Cyber Security Conference, stressing that the U.S. was at a “pivot 

point” around how it approaches cybersecurity concerns. “We are launching 

this week, under my direction, a review of how the department is looking at 

exactly this set of challenges,” Monaco said. “We want to bring forth 

actionable recommendations in a 120 day time frame...on what can we be 

doing better, working with our partners across borders, to address these 

threats.” Continue reading here. 

  
 

Use of Real-Time Cell Phone Data to Find Suspect Constitutional 

Bloomberg Law | Bernie Pazanowski  

The use of real-time cell site location information by police to find a suspect 

wanted in a string of armed robberies in Indiana was constitutional under the 

Fourth Amendment, the Seventh Circuit said. Rex Hammond argued that the 

use of his cell data was unconstitutional under Carpenter v. United States, in 

which the U.S. Supreme Court held that the collection of historical CSLI 

without a warrant was an unconstitutional search. Carpenter was limited to the 

collection of historical CSLI and explicitly left open the question whether real-
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time use should be treated similarly, the opinion by Judge Amy J. St. Eve said. 

To answer that question, the court turned to the pre-Carpenter case United 

States v. Knotts, which said officers didn’t conduct a search when they 

attached a beeper to a drum of chloroform so they could track it. Continue 

reading here. 

  

 

 

 

House Homeland Security Committee - Border Security Subcommittee 

Unaccompanied Children at the Border: Stakeholder Perspectives on the Way 

Forward 

April 27 @ 2:00 pm - Virtual Hearing 

Summary: The Border Security, Facilitation and Operations Subcommittee of 

the Committee on Homeland Security convened a hearing to discuss 

unaccompanied children at the Southern Border, and current administration 

immigration policies. Chairwoman Barragan's opening statement can be 

read here. Barragan emphasized her interest in seeing children quickly 

transferred from CBP custody to HHS, arguing that HHS is better equipped to 

handle children. Barragan also defended the recent decision to exempt 

children from Title 42 authority, a special health provision used to deny 

immigrant entrance during the Covid-19 pandemic. Barragan highlighted the 

increase in Emergency Intake Sites and Influx Care Facilities to handle the 

recent surge and encouraged more attention to  root causes like addressing 
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issues in the Northern Triangle countries. Ranking Member Clay Higgins 

argued that new Biden Administration decisions have exacerbated the current 

southern border crisis, citing the suspension of wall construction, the Remain 

in Mexico policy, and elimination of asylum cooperative agreements. 

Witnesses were asked questions on the use of title 42 authority, asylum fraud, 

right to counsel for immigrants, and the migrant protection protocols.  

  

House Homeland Security Committee - Emergency Preparedness 

Subcommittee Hearing 

State and Local Perspectives on DHS Preparedness Grant Programs 

April 28 @ 12:00 pm - Virtual Hearing 

Summary: The Subcommittee on Emergency Preparedness, Response, and 

Recovery, Chaired by Congresswoman Val Demings, convened its first 

hearing to discuss the Department of Homeland Security’s suite of grants, 

namely the Urban Area Security Initiative, and the State Homeland Security 

Grant Program, to support state, local, tribal, and territorial government’s 

ability to effectively prepare for and respond to terrorist attacks and 

environmental threats. DHS Secretary Mayorkas has expressed interest in 

improving the DHS Preparedness grant, and state and local representatives 

provided testimony to help shape grant program reforms. Ms. Demings 

remarks acknowledged a rapidly evolving threat landscape, with the 

predominant threat coming from domestic actors instead of foreign 

adversaries, a rise in cybersecurity threats, and more impactful weather 

emergencies. Full committee Chairman Thompson applauded the passage of 

the American Nonprofit Organizations Against Terrorism Act, a law  to better 
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support nonprofit organizations access to DHS funding. Ranking Member Kat 

Cammack encouraged simplification of the grant application process to better 

allow smaller agencies can access DHS funding. Hawaii Governor Ige 

proposed the creation of a dedicated state and local cybersecurity grant fund, 

encouraged increased FEMA funds, and advocated for greater flexibility in 

grant requirements. Orlando Police Chief Orlando Rolon warned that changes 

to the risk calculations would make access to UASI funding more competitive 

and lead to reliability inconsistencies across the country.  

  

Senate Judiciary Committee - Constitution Subcommittee Hearing 

Stop Gun Violence: Extreme Risk Order / “Red Flag” Laws 

April 28 @ 2:30 pm - 226 Dirksen 

Summary: The Senate Judiciary, Subcommittee on the Constitution convened 

its first hearing to discuss the constitutionality and effectiveness of Extreme 

Risk Protection Orders (ERPOs). Currently, 19 states and the District of 

Columbia have ERPO or similar measures in place. Chairman Blumenthal 

argued that ERPO’s “save lives”. Ranking Member Grassley said the topic 

was a “state issue” and encouraged any ERPO law to have strong due 

process protections. Grassley also encouraged support for the EAGLES Act, a 

bill to expand the U.S. Secret Service’s National Threat Assessment Center 

(NTAC) to establish a national program on targeted school violence 

prevention and provide additional resources dedicated to research and 

training on a national scale. Senator Cruz expressed opposition, arguing they 

violate the second amendment and are the wrong approach. Witnesses 

discussed key elements to ERPO laws, including the issues of right to 
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counsel, confiscations, the involvement of mental health experts, the need for 

training of judges and staff, proper reporting to the NICS system and the role 

the federal government can play to support state efforts.  

  

House Appropriations Committee - CJS Subcommittee Hearing 

Violent Extremism and Domestic Terrorism in America: The Role and 

Response of DOJ 

April 29 @ 10:00 am - Virtual Hearing 

Summary: The Commerce, Justice, Science Subcommittee of the House 

Appropriations committee convened a hearing to discuss the role, resources, 

and responsibility of the Department of Justice in combating the rise of 

domestic terrorism. Jill Sanborn, Executive Assistant Director for the National 

Security Branch, testified that the FBI assessed the greatest terrorism threat 

to the United States was from lone actors or small cells who typically 

radicalize online and look to attack soft targets with easily accessible 

weapons. Further, the FBI “ expects Racially or Ethnically Motivated Violent 

Extremists, Anti-Government or Anti-Authority Violent Extremists, and other 

DVEs citing partisan political grievances will very likely pose the greatest 

domestic terrorism threats in 2021 and likely into 2022. Brad Wiegmann, 

Deputy Assistant Attorney General for DOJ, outlined the investigation and 

prosecution of those who engaged in criminal conduct at the US Capitol on 

January 6, 2021. Mr. Wiegmann outlined FBI structure, including the role of 

the National Security and Civil Rights division, available criminal statutes, 

and  discussion over funding to address these areas of concern. Mr. 
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Wiegmann’s statement can be read here and Ms. Sanborn’s statement can be 

read here.  

  

House Homeland Security Committee - Intelligence Subcommittee 

Hearing 

Racially and Ethnically Motivated Violent Extremism: The Transnational 

Threat 

April 29 @ 10:30 am - Virtual Hearing 

Summary: The House Intelligence and Counterterrorism Subcommittee 

convened a hearing to discuss the transnational racially and ethnically 

motivated violent extremist threat. Representatives from DHS and the State 

Department testified to the current threat picture and highlighted areas of 

concern. Mr. John Cohen, Assistant Secretary for Counterterrorism and 

Threat Prevention, Department of Homeland Security is focused on issues 

with the use of encrypted communication technology, the dark web, and 

cryptocurrencies by organizations ad individuals looking to avoid detection by 

law enforcement. Mr. Cohen outlined an ongoing operational review of his 

department. As noted, the review is looking into the tools to counter the threat 

of domestic terrorism, increase literacy among youth vulnerable to online 

narratives, improvements to training, relationships with Joint Terrorism Task 

Forces, and the ability to leverage watch listing authority and travel pattern 

analysis from CBP and TSA. Rep. Jackson Lee asked whether DHS was 

investigating the involvement of law enforcement in domestic extremist 

groups.  
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Upcoming Scheduled Hearings/Markups: 
 

House Appropriations Committee - CJS Subcommittee Hearing 

Fiscal Year 2022 Budget Request for The Department of Justice 

May 4 @ 10:00 am - Virtual Hearing 

  

House Homeland Security Committee - Transportation Subcommittee 

Hearing 

Twenty Years of Workforce Challenges: The Need for H.R. 903, the Rights for 

the TSA Workforce Act of 2021 

May 4 @ 2:00 pm - Virtual Hearing 

  

House Appropriations Committee - Homeland Security Subcommittee 

Hearing 
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