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The Brooks Bawden Moore Weekly Update and Analysis highlights the previous 

week’s floor and committee activities within the US Senate and House of 

Representatives, and this week’s congressional activities that relate to law 

enforcement and homeland security matters. The weekly update also lists legislation 

introduced the previous week, which may be of interest to the law enforcement and 

homeland security communities. Please let us know if you would like to know more 

about any of the items described in the update. Additionally, please feel free to 

distribute this product as you see fit. 
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Latest News 
 

The House and Senate were in session this week, with the House approving two bills 

to address gun violence; H.R. 8, the Bipartisan Background Checks Act of 2021, to 

implement universal background checks on gun sales, and H.R. 1446, the Enhanced 

Background Checks Act of 2021, which extends the review period for gun sales from 

three days to 10 days, closing the Charleston Loophole. You can find more 

information here and here. The Senate confirmed Merrick Garland to be the next 

Attorney General. He has pledged to take early actions to tackle the threats from 

domestic terrorism. More information can be found here. 

  

President Biden signed into law a $1.9 trillion stimulus package this week, which 

included $360 billion to help state, local, tribal, and territorial governments mitigate 

fiscal effects tied to the Covid-19 emergency. You can find further details on this 

legislation here. 

  
 

Next Generation 9-1-1 Included in House Infrastructure Bill - The Public Safety 

Next Generation 9-1-1 Coalition recently released a press release applauding the 

introduction of the Next Generation 9-1-1 Act of 2021 as part of the LIFT America Act. 

The inclusion of Next Generation 9-1-1 in the legislation signals that Congress 

recognizes the critical importance of upgrading our nation’s outdated, underfunded 

and technologically inadequate 911 infrastructure.  The Coalition thanks House 

Energy and Commerce Committee Chairman Frank Pallone and Congressional Next 

Gen 9-1-1 Caucus Co-Chair Anna Eshoo for their tireless efforts to help build the 

capacity of our nation’s first responders to serve and protect all communities across 

America. You can read the press release here. 

  
 

Spring Edition of The Coalition - The 2021 spring edition of the National Narcotic 

Officers’ Associations’ Coalition magazine, “The Coalition” is now available. The 

magazine includes updates from the NNOAC Board and Regional Directors, articles 

on important issues affecting drug enforcement including the failing drug policy in the 

U.S., potential impacts of marijuana legalizing in the Midwest, and highlights of 

resources that RISS provides. You can read the Spring 2021 magazine here. 

  
 

BJS Report: COVID-19 Spurs 25% Drop in Inmates Held in Local Jails - This 

week, the Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS) reported that local jails in the United 

States experienced a large decline (down 185,400 inmates) in their inmate 

populations from June 30, 2019 to June 30, 2020, which can be attributed mainly to 

the COVID-19 pandemic. During the pandemic, jail facilities became less crowded, as 
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indicated by the decrease in occupied bed space from 81% at midyear 2019 to 60% at 

midyear 2020. You can read the report here. You can read the press release here. 

  
 

Fiscal Year 2021 Department of Justice Grant Solicitations - The Department of 

Justice's Office of Justice Programs recently began to release fiscal year 2021 grant 

solicitations. Deadlines for many of these grants are in February and early March. You 

can find a list of the solicitations here. 

  
 

JustGrants Application Submission Webinars - DOJ’s JustGrants team is offering 

webinar sessions on the FY 2021 application submission process. The webinars will 

provide targeted assistance to potential applicants applying for DOJ funding 

opportunities. There are 10 webinars set to take place between February 11 and 

March 22. Each session will last approximately 90 minutes, and the same content will 

be covered in each session. You can find more information, along with registration 

details here. 

  
 

CICC Five in 5 Newsletter - The most recent CICC 5 in 5 was released, and includes 

a webinar discussing local strategies to combat human trafficking, a webinar 

discussing an overview of the corrections systems and how to address common 

misconceptions, and a publication examining the characteristics of QAnon offenders 

in the United States. You can view the (March 12) CICC Five in 5 here.  

  
 

March RISS Insider - The latest RISS Insider is now available, and features 

MAGLOCLEN's assistance to investigators after the riots at the U.S. Capitol. 

MAGLOCLEN intelligence research staff and managers conducted research and 

inquiries across a wide array of resources to provide timely investigative leads to 

detectives and agents. You can view the RISS Insider (March 2021 Issue) here. 

  
 

+RISS Equals Results - The latest edition of +RISS Equals Results is now available 

and features WSIN's support with RISS tools and resources during a joint gang 

investigation in Fresno. You can read the latest +RISS Equals Results here.  

  

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=hTDiey.qUFzpAro&b=ahlnqOGNyjhVz1DCXqi75A
https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=hTDiey.qUFzpAro&b=._zFpL21AqJ.xfs5ptpvsw
https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=hTDiey.qUFzpAro&b=fF7O373YtFiyMulSgz7gEw
https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=hTDiey.qUFzpAro&b=3LTT4I0NUaasWt.r3Z3BrA
https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=hTDiey.qUFzpAro&b=85zL7AAyHLhCsZk17QXpGw
https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=hTDiey.qUFzpAro&b=AAgBBLxbwenwGmhykulBQw
https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=hTDiey.qUFzpAro&b=d8jFJydwFVDqas8PLffzfg


Upcoming Webinar Presented by IADLEST 

Using Empathy in Curriculum Design 

Thursday, March 25 @ 12:00 PM (EST) 

  

Are you looking for ways to bring new insights into your training curriculum? How about 

making even stronger connections with the community you serve by designing 

innovative learning activities? In our next Instructor Development webinar, we will take 

a deep dive into how to infuse real-life, critical challenges our community members face 

into your lesson plans. Together we will conduct a live “empathy” interview to unveil the 

root causes of some of our toughest problems or challenges, and how to effectively use 

that information when designing your lesson plans and bringing your curriculum to life. 

  

 

Register Here 
  

  

 

 

Biden Cabinet / Top Staff Picks - President-Elect Biden has made a handful of 

Cabinet and high-level staff picks affecting national security. Below you can find his 

latest selections. Below is the status of those selections. Additionally, you can find a 

complete list of the Acting leaders of the various components of the Department of 

Homeland Security here. You can also find a list of Acting heads of various of 

Departments here. 

  

Biden Cabinet and High Ranking Staff Picks 
(As of 3/12/21) 

Position Name Hearing Date Confirmed 

Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas 1/19/2021 2/2/2021 

FEMA Administrator Deanne Criswell     

Attorney General Merrick Garland 2/22/2021 3/10/2021 

Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco  3/9/2021   

Associate Attorney General Vanita Gupta  3/9/2021   

Director of National Intelligence Avril Haines 1/19/2021 1/20/2021 

Secretary of State Antony Blinken 1/19/2021 1/26/2021 

Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin 1/19/2021 1/22/2021 

Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen 1/19/2021 1/25/2021 

Health and Human Services Secretary Xavier Becerra 2/23/2021   

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack 2/2/2021 2/23/2021 

Housing and Urban Development Secretary Marcia Fudge 1/28/2021 3/10/2021 

Veterans Affairs Secretary Denis McDonough 1/27/2021 2/8/2021 

Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg 1/21/2021 2/2/2021 

Energy Secretary Jennifer Granholm 1/27/2021 2/25/2021 

Interior Secretary Deb Haaland 2/23/2021   
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Labor Secretary Marty Walsh 2/4/2021   

Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo 1/26/2021 3/2/2021 

Education Secretary Miguel Cardona 2/3/2021 3/1/2021 

Office of Management and Budget Director Neera Tandin 2/9/2021 Withdrawn 
 

 


