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The Brooks Bawden Moore Weekly Update and Analysis highlights the previous 

week’s floor and committee activities within the US Senate and House of 

Representatives, and this week’s congressional activities that relate to law 

enforcement and homeland security matters. The weekly update also lists legislation 

introduced the previous week, which may be of interest to the law enforcement and 

homeland security communities. Please let us know if you would like to know more 

about any of the items described in the update. Additionally, please feel free to 

distribute this product as you see fit. 
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Latest News 
 

The House and Senate were not in session this week. Next week, the Senate 

Judiciary Committee will hold nomination hearings for Merrick Garland to be Attorney 

General, and the Senate Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs Committee will 

hold a hearing on the January 6 attack on the U.S. Capitol. Additionally, the House 

Judiciary Crime Subcommittee will hold a hearing on the rise of domestic terrorism. 

Also this week, House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer announced that the House will 

consider the George Floyd Justice In policing Act the first week of March. More 

information can be found here. 

  
 

BJS Report on Firearm Transfers and Permits - This week, the Bureau of Justice 

Statistics released Background Checks for Firearm Transfers, 2016-2017, which 

examines the frequency of background checks for firearm transfers under the Brady 

Act and the nature and frequency of denials of such transfers. The report also 

describes the number of denied transfers referred to ATF for further investigation. 

You can read the report here. 

  
 

ICE Temporary Guidelines for Enforcement and Removal Operations - ICE 

recently announced new guidelines for enforcement and removal operations. The 

press release can be found here. You can view the memo here. Highlights include: 

• Individuals are presumed to be a border security enforcement priority if they 

are apprehended while attempting to unlawfully enter the United States on or 

after November 1, 2020, or if they were not physically present in the United 

States before November 1, 2020.  

• Individuals are presumed to be a threat to public safety if, for example, they 

have been convicted of an aggravated felony or engaged in certain activity 

as part of a criminal gang or transnational criminal organization and there is 

reason to believe they currently pose a threat.  

• In evaluating whether an individual poses a threat to public safety, officers and 

agents are to consider the extensiveness, seriousness, and recency of any 

criminal activity, as well as mitigating factors, including, but not limited to, 

personal and family circumstances, health and medical factors, ties to the 

community, and evidence of rehabilitation.  
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Study: Recreational Marijuana Legalization and Use Among California 

Adolescents - A new study published in the Journal of Studies on Alcohol and Drugs 

shows that youth who live in California may be more likely to use marijuana since the 

implementation of marijuana legalization in 2016. The study examined data from 

more than three million 7th, 9th, and 11th graders and found significant increases in 

lifetime and past-month marijuana use among almost all demographics. The 

researchers concluded that the increases in marijuana use among youth were 

attributed to legalization and that these policies could make it easier for young people 

to obtain the drug. The researchers stated that states that have legalized marijuana 

must implement stricter regulations to control the availability of marijuana to young 

people and invest in stronger prevention programs. You can read an article on the 

study here. You can read the findings of the study here. 

  
 

CLIENT IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

ANDE Launches Rapid DNA Booking Management Solution  

ANDE Corporation, the global leader in Rapid DNA, recently announced the 

availability of its Rapid DNA Booking Management product suite, which is available 

for immediate delivery. Effective February 1, 2021, ANDE received approval from the 

FBI for its technology to be deployed in booking stations to support processing of 

DNA samples from qualifying arrestees and the automatic upload and searching of 

these DNA IDs against the National DNA Index System (NDIS). You can read 

more here. 

  
 

Cellebrite’s 2021 Digital Intelligence Benchmark Report - This 

week, Cellebrite announced the roll out of its Annual Digital Intelligence Industry 

Benchmark Report survey to better understand key pain points and technology trends 

facing law enforcement and practitioners in the private sector. The survey polls 

examiners, investigators and agency managers to understand key insights around the 

future of law enforcement and digital investigations. For more information on how to 

participate in the survey, click here. 

  
 

NEW! Northwest HIDTA Job Positions Available - The Northwest HIDTA is 

seeking qualified candidates for multiple positions. Positions include an Intelligence 

Analyst, Public Health Analyst, and a Executive Assistant. The IA and EA position will 

remain open until filled, while the Health Analyst position closes on March 3. You can 
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read more on the Intelligence Analyst position here, the Public Health Analyst 

position here, and the Executive Assistant position here. 

  
 

Key House and Senate Leaders & Members in the 117th Congress - Key House 

and Senate leadership positions, along with committee assignments are in the 

process of being finalized, with key Senate appointments occurring this week. You 

can find an overview of these key appointments highlighting the committees with 

jurisdiction over most of policy affecting the law enforcement and homeland security 

communities here. 

  
 

IADLEST Webinars - Throughout 2021, the International Association of Directors of 

Law Enforcement Standards and Training, will be hosting a series of no-cost 1-hour 

webinars on using data to manage and deploy resources to decrease crashes, crime, 

and other social harms. You can find more information on these webinars here.  

  
 

Fiscal Year 2021 Department of Justice Grant Solicitations - The Department of 

Justice's Office of Justice Programs recently began to release fiscal year 2021 grant 

solicitations. Deadlines for many of these grants are in February and early March. 

You can find a list of the solicitations here. 

  
 

JustGrants Application Submission Webinars - DOJ’s JustGrants team is offering 

webinar sessions on the FY 2021 application submission process. The webinars will 

provide targeted assistance to potential applicants applying for DOJ funding 

opportunities. There are 10 webinars set to take place between February 11 and 

March 22. Each session will last approximately 90 minutes, and the same content will 

be covered in each session. You can find more information, along with registration 

details here. 

  
 

CICC Five in 5 Newsletter - The most recent CICC 5 in 5 was released, and includes 

a BJA webinar discussing 9-1-1 calls related to behavioral health disorders, a webinar 

discussing how to enhance your agency’s AMBER alert activation by utilizing new 

strategies, and an IACP blog discussing recommendations for an agency transitioning 

to NIBRS. You can view the CICC Five in 5 here.  
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February RISS Insider - The latest RISS Insider is now available, and features an 

overview of the RISS Technology Support Center. The RTSC is RISS’s nationwide 

information systems component. The RTSC staff are experts in software engineering 

and development, cloud technologies, identity management, encrypted virtual private 

network connections, and data and identity information exchange standards. You can 

view the RISS Insider (February 2021 Issue) here. 

  
 

+RISS Equals Results - The latest edition of +RISS Equals Results is now available 

and features the use of RMIN RISSafe Watch Center officer safety deconfliction 

during a drug investigation prior to initiating a search warrant. Deconfliction is a key 

tool to keep officers safe.  As a result of the deconfliction, the agencies involved in 

this case successfully served the warrant leading to multiple arrests. You can read 

the latest +RISS Equals Results here.  

  

 

 

WEBINAR: Recently Appointed FCC Commissioner Nathan Simington 

Speaks to Public Safety 

Monday, February 22, 2021  2:00 pm EST 

  

Commissioner Simington brings a great deal of experience to his new role, having 

worked in both the private and public sectors on broadband allocation, use, and 

access. He has highlighted public safety as one of his top priorities. On this webinar, 

he will share his vision and objectives within the FCC and his perspective on 

communications as related to public safety. Please join us for this exclusive interview 

with one of our nation’s newest communications leaders. 

  

 

Register Here 
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Biden Cabinet / Top Staff Picks - President-Elect Biden has made a handful of 

Cabinet and high-level staff picks affecting national security. Below you can find his 

latest selections. Below is the status of those selections. Additionally, you can find a 

complete list of the Acting leaders of the various components of the Department of 

Homeland Security here. You can also find a list of Acting heads of various of 

Departments here. 

  

Biden Cabinet and High Ranking Staff Picks 
(As of 2/19/21) 

Position Name Hearing Date Confirmed 

Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas 1/19/2021 2/2/2021 

FEMA Administrator Deanne Criswell     

Attorney General Merrick Garland 2/22/2021   

Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco      

Associate Attorney General Vanita Gupta      

Director of National Intelligence Avril Haines 1/19/2021 1/20/2021 

Secretary of State Antony Blinken 1/19/2021 1/26/2021 

Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin 1/19/2021 1/22/2021 

Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen 1/19/2021 1/25/2021 

Health and Human Services Secretary Xavier Becerra     

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack 2/2/2021   

Housing and Urban Development Secretary Marcia Fudge 1/28/2021   

Veterans Affairs Secretary Denis McDonough 1/27/2021 2/8/2021 

Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg 1/21/2021 2/2/2021 
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