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The Brooks Bawden Moore Weekly Update and Analysis highlights the previous week’s 

floor and committee activities within the US Senate and House of Representatives, and 

this week’s congressional activities that relate to law enforcement and homeland security 

matters. The weekly update also lists legislation introduced the previous week, which may 

be of interest to the law enforcement and homeland security communities. Please let us 

know if you would like to know more about any of the items described in the update. 

Additionally, please feel free to distribute this product as you see fit. 
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Latest News 
 

President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris were sworn in this week, and soon 

thereafter released a list of their policy priorities, including COVID relief, immigration 

reform, and policing/criminal justice reform. The new Administration released an overview 

of expected executive actions over the coming days that can be found here. 

Additionally, President Biden released a National Strategy for the COVID-19 Response 

and Pandemic Preparedness. You can find more information on this strategy here.  

  

The House and Senate were in session this week, with both chambers approving a waiver 

for President Biden's Defense Secretary nominee to serve as Secretary, despite not being 

seven years removed from active service. The Senate also approved the nomination of 

Avril Haines to serve as Director of National Intelligence. While Senate control has 

officially flipped to the Democrats, with a 50-50 split and VP Harris being the tie-breaker, 

a power-sharing agreement has yet to be reached between Democrats and Republicans. 

A detailed discussion of implications is available here. Additionally, it has yet to be 

determined when the Senate may begin the impeachment trial of former President Trump. 

  
 

Trump ‘Executive Order on Protecting Law Enforcement Officers, Judges, 

Prosecutors and Their Families’ - On January 18, two days before President Trump left 

office, he issued an Executive Order calling for expanding access to personal firearms for 

federal law enforcement officials (among other items). It is unclear as to whether President 

Biden will keep, modify or rescind this Executive Order. You can view the EO here. 
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MCCA Police Reform Working Group Report - In the aftermath of the tragic death of 

George Floyd in May 2020, a national discourse on police reform emerged. Legislative 

bodies and elected officials at every level of government have proposed a myriad of 

reforms to increase transparency and accountability among law enforcement. The Major 

Cities Chiefs Association recently released recommendations to enact reforms, hold law 

enforcement accountable, and build trust with the community. You can read the MCCA 

report here. 

  
 

BJA Webinar: Safeguarding Correctional Facilities and Public Safety by Addressing 

Contraband Cellphones Program - The Bureau of Justice Assistance will host a webinar 

on February 4 @ 1:00 pm (EST) to provide details and guidance for potential applicants 

to the Bureau of Justice Assistance's FY 2021 Safeguarding Correctional Facilities and 

Public Safety by Addressing Contraband Cellphones Program solicitation. The presenter 

will discuss the purpose and goals of this funding opportunity; review its eligibility 

requirements and deliverables; and address frequently asked questions. A Q&A session 

will conclude this webinar. 

 

Register Here 
  

 

 

COPS Office Publication Conversations with Rural Law Enforcement - The COPS 

Office recently released a new publication titled, Conversations with Rural Law 

Enforcement Leaders: Volume 2. Rural law enforcement agencies face increasing rates of 

crime and disorder - and often have dwindling resources with which to combat them. To 

discuss critical issues in rural policing, the COPS Office and BJA convened a listening 

session series with rural law enforcement stakeholders to discuss rural law enforcement's 

common concerns, challenges, and needs. The results of the second round of these 

sessions, which took place in seven states in late 2019 and early 2020 can be found in 

this latest report here. 
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COPS Office Publication Highlighting 25 Years of Achievements - The COPS Office 

recently released a new report titled, Advancing Public Safety through 

Community Policing: The first 25 years of the COPS Office. The report highlights 25 

significant initiatives the COPS Office has contributed to the field in its first 25 years of 

serving the field. You can read the report here. 

  
 

NEW! Job Announcement: Director of Special Projects, Major Cities Chiefs 

Association - The Major Cities Chiefs Association (MCCA) is seeking to hire a Director of 

Special Projects. The individual will perform a variety of professional duties related to 

planning, organizing, coordinating and implementing programs and processes designed to 

promote, educate, and communicate the mission, policies and goals of the Major Cities 

Chiefs Association (MCCA). You can find more information here. 

  
 

NEW! Job Announcement: Community Security Director - NOLA, SCN - The Secure 

Community Network is seeking a Community Security Director to serve as a 

representative of SCN, working full time as an expert security advisor, liaison, training 

coordinator to provide direction and maintain oversight for the development, organization, 

implementation and monitoring of the greater New Orleans area Jewish community 

security operations and program, to include providing guidance and strategic direction to 

ensure the safety and security of all member institutions of the community and 

surrounding region, and serve as a liaison during crisis response and mitigation efforts, 

assisting local incident commanders and/or serve as an incident commander during crisis 

response and mitigation efforts if requested and/or required. You can find more 

information here. 
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Kurt Schmid Criminal Intelligence Meritorious Service Award Nominations - The Kurt 

Schmid Criminal Intelligence Meritorious Service Award was established to recognize law 

enforcement representatives and partners who have been champions for event and case 

deconfliction, officer safety, or other criminal intelligence meritorious service. Nominations 

for the award will be accepted now until 5:00 p.m. (ET) Friday, February 19, 2021. Please 

see the nomination form below for additional information regarding the award and the 

nomination process. Please note that individuals or groups previously nominated for this 

award may be resubmitted, however, former award recipients are not eligible. If you have 

any questions about the award process or to nominate someone, please e-

mail cicc@iir.com. For more information, see here. 

  
 

Fiscal Year 2021 Department of Justice Grant Solicitations - The Department of 

Justice's Office of Justice Programs recently began to release fiscal year 2021 grant 

solicitations. Deadlines for many of these grants are in February and early March. You can 

find a list of the solicitations here. 

  
 

CICC Five in 5 Newsletter - The most recent CICC 5 in 5 was released, and includes a 

webinar on improving officer safety on the roadways, a COSSAP webinar highlighting two 

diversion programs, and a webinar on law enforcement’s response to mental health. You 

can view the CICC Five in 5 here.  

  
 

January RISS Insider - The latest RISS Insider is now available, and features a message 

from the RISS National Policy Group Chair, and the RISS Impact website. The RISS 

Impact Website is to provide nationwide information on RISS’s technology efforts, 

accomplishments, future efforts, and performance metrics. You can view the RISS Insider 

(January 2021 Issue) here.  
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Biden Cabinet / Top Staff Picks - President-Elect Biden has made a handful of Cabinet 

and high-level staff picks affecting national security. Below you can find his latest 

selections. Below is the status of those selections. Additionally, you can find a complete 

list of the Acting leaders of the various components of the Department of Homeland 

Security here. You can also find a list of Acting heads of various of Departments here. 

  

 Biden Cabinet and High Ranking Staff Picks 
(As of 1/22/20) 

Position Name Hearing Date Confirmed 

Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas 1/19/2021   

FEMA Administrator Deanne Criswell     

Attorney General Merrick Garland     

Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco      

Associate Attorney General Vanita Gupta      

Director of National Intelligence Avril Haines 1/19/2021 1/20/2021 

Secretary of State Antony Blinken 1/19/2021   

Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin 1/19/2021   

Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen 1/19/2021   

Health and Human Services Secretary Xavier Becerra     

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack     

Housing and Urban Development Secretary Marcia Fudge     

Veterans Affairs Secretary Denis McDonough     

Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg 1/21/2021   

Energy Secretary Jennifer Granholm 1/27/2021   

Interior Secretary Deb Haaland     

Labor Secretary Marty Walsh     

Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo 1/26/2021   

Education Secretary Miguel Cardona     

Office of Management and Budget Director Neera Tandin     
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