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The Brooks Bawden Moore Weekly Update and Analysis highlights the previous 

week’s floor and committee activities within the US Senate and House of 

Representatives, and this week’s congressional activities that relate to law 

enforcement and homeland security matters. The weekly update also lists legislation 

introduced the previous week, which may be of interest to the law enforcement and 

homeland security communities. Please let us know if you would like to know more 

about any of the items described in the update. Additionally, please feel free to 

distribute this product as you see fit. 
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Latest News 
 

The House was in session this week, approving an Article of Impeachment of 

President Trump. The Senate is not expected to move forward with the trial of 
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President Trump until he leaves office. The inauguration of President-elect Biden and 

Vice President-elect Harris will occur on January 20. Additionally, Georgia is expected 

to officially certify it's Senate elections next week, with the two new Democratic 

Senators being sworn in soon afterwards. Given the Senate will be a 50-50 

Republican/Democrat split, a power sharing agreement will be in place, with 

Democrats playing the lead role. You can read more on the control of Congress here. 

  

President-elect Joe Biden also released a COVID relief proposal this week. Biden’s 

policy paper provides an in-depth outline of the roughly $1.9 trillion plan. Of note, the 

proposal includes $350 billion to help state and local governments, including to 

support first responders, expand testing, and reopen schools. You can read more on 

his proposal here. 

  
 

BBM New Team Member - The Brooks Bawden Moore team is excited to welcome 

Christian Quinn as Senior Director of Government Affairs. Christian brings extensive 

expertise in public sector technology programs, associated policy and business 

considerations, and a network of relationships that will enhance our capacity to 

support our clients and partners. Christian completed a 24-year law enforcement 

career in January 2021, serving as a senior leader with one of the 35 largest municipal 

police departments in the United States, the Fairfax County (VA) Police Department 

(FCPD). You can read the release here. 

  
 

2020 Law Enforcement Officers Fatalities Report - The National Law Enforcement 

Memorial and Museum recently released its 2020 Law Enforcement Officers Fatalities 

Report. According to the report, as of December 31, 2020, 264 federal, state, military, 

tribal, and local law enforcement officers died in the line-of-duty in 2020, an increase 

of 96% from the 135 officers killed during the same period. You can read the 

report here. 

  
 

DOJ Statement on 2016 President's Council of Advisors on Science and 

Technology Report - The Department of Justice recently published a statement on 

the 2016 President’s Council of Advisors on Science and Technology (PCAST) 

Report, Forensic Science in Criminal Courts: Ensuring Scientific Validity of Feature-

Comparison Methods.  The statement is a response to PCAST’s claims regarding 

what it described as forensic “feature comparison methods.” DOJ explains why it 
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disagrees with certain aspects of the PCAST Report, which has been cited multiple 

times in court decisions. You can read the statement here. 

  
 

COPS Office New Resource: Addressing Human Trafficking - The COPS Office 

recently announced a new resources hub: Addressing Human Trafficking. Human 

trafficking is a crime that involves exploiting a person for labor, services, or 

commercial sex. It exists across the globe, in all communities, and all forms of labor. 

Community policing provides a promising roadmap to tackling human trafficking with 

the emphasis on problem solving, building partnerships, and shifting the organizational 

culture and structure. This collection of COPS Office resources highlights promising 

practices that law enforcement can use to address human trafficking. You can read 

more about this new resource here. 

  
 

DEA 2020 Year in Review - The Drug Enforcement Administration recently released 

its 2020 Year in Review, highlighting the work of DEA to "identify and address threats 

to our communities, implementing significant operations to protect neighborhoods from 

the rise in violence, the scourge of methamphetamine, and the ongoing threat of 

opioids and fentanyl." You can read more here. 

  
 

A Salute to the Oldest and Largest Task Force in the Nation - Fifty-one years ago, 

in response to a surge in violent crime in New York City, three law enforcement 

agencies created a partnership that would last decades and be used as a role model 

to law enforcement throughout the nation. Executives from the U.S. Drug Enforcement 

Administration’s predecessor, the Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs, were 

part of a group that formed a coalition between the New York City Police Department 

and the New York State Police that has become known as the New York Drug 

Enforcement Task Force, NYDETF. Continue reading here. 

  
 

HHS Expands Access to Treatment for Opioid Use Disorder - The Department of 

Health and Human Services recently announced that it will publish Practice Guidelines 

for the Administration of Buprenorphine for Treating Opioid Use Disorder*, to expand 

access to medication-assisted treatment (MAT) by exempting physicians from certain 

certification requirements needed to prescribe buprenorphine for opioid use disorder 

(OUD) treatment. You can read more on this from HHS here. 
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COPS Office Provides Update on National Decertification Index - This week, the 

COPS Office shared information on efforts to expand use of the National 

Decertification Index (NDI) – a background investigation tool available to any law 

enforcement agency and officer involved with background investigations. NDI is a 

pointer system that indicates whether an officer may be decertified as a law 

enforcement officer and points to the agency where more detailed information may be 

obtained. You can find more information here. 

  
 

Kurt Schmid Criminal Intelligence Meritorious Service Award Nominations - The 

Kurt Schmid Criminal Intelligence Meritorious Service Award was established to 

recognize law enforcement representatives and partners who have been champions 

for event and case deconfliction, officer safety, or other criminal intelligence 

meritorious service. Nominations for the award will be accepted now until 5:00 p.m. 

(ET) Friday, February 19, 2021. Please see the nomination form below for additional 

information regarding the award and the nomination process. Please note that 

individuals or groups previously nominated for this award may be resubmitted, 

however, former award recipients are not eligible. If you have any questions about the 

award process or to nominate someone, please e-mail cicc@iir.com. For more 

information, see here. 

  
 

Job Announcement: Rocky Mountain HIDTA Director - The Executive Board of the 

Rocky Mountain High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (RMHIDTA) is currently seeking 

qualified candidates to fill the independent contractor position of Executive Director of 

a federally funded, multi-agency, regional drug enforcement consortium. The 

RMHIDTA serves as a coordinating and collaborating organization and supports 

efforts to identify, investigate, disrupt, and dismantle drug trafficking and drug money 

laundering enterprises and related violence. All application materials must be received 

no later than the close of business on Sunday, January 26, 2021. You can find the 

announcement here. You can find the position description here. 

  
 

Job Announcement: National HIDTA Assistance Center Executive Director - The 

National High Intensity Drug Trafficking Areas (HIDTA) Assistance Center (NHAC), 

located in Miami, Florida, provides centralized services and technical assistance to the 

33 HIDTA regional programs across the United States, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. 

Virgin Islands to support their mission as they respond to the unique drug production, 
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manufacturing, importation, and distribution threats in those regions. The NHAC 

Director manages a program that provides centralized services and technical 

assistance to the 33 regional HIDTA programs and undertakes collateral 

responsibilities for the NHPO. All application materials must be received no later than 

the close of business on Sunday, January 31, 2021. You can find further information 

on how to apply here. 

  
 

Fiscal Year 2021 Department of Justice Grant Solicitations - The Department of 

Justice's Office of Justice Programs recently began to release fiscal year 2021 grant 

solicitations. Deadlines for many of these grants are in February and early March. You 

can find a list of the solicitations here. 

  
 

CICC Five in 5 Newsletter - The most recent CICC 5 in 5 was released, and includes 

a BJA webinar highlighting the effective partnerships and promising practices for 

addressing stimulants, a webinar discussing domestic violence and the importance of 

dispatch in responding to violent incidents, and a BJA webinar to prepare applicants 

for BJA funding opportunities. You can view the CICC Five in 5 here.  

  
 

January RISS Insider - The latest RISS Insider is now available, and features 

a message from the RISS National Policy Group Chair, and the RISS Impact website. 

The RISS Impact Website is to provide nationwide information on RISS’s technology 

efforts, accomplishments, future efforts, and performance metrics. You can view the 

RISS Insider (January 2021 Issue) here.  
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Biden Cabinet / Top Staff Picks - President-Elect Biden has made a handful of 

Cabinet and high-level staff picks affecting national security. Below you can find his 

latest selections. 

  

Biden Cabinet and High Ranking Staff Picks 
(As of 1/15/20) 

Position Name Hearing Date Confirmed 

Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas 1/19/2021   

FEMA Administrator Deanne Criswell     

Attorney General Merrick Garland     

Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco      

Associate Attorney General Vanita Gupta      

Director of National Intelligence Avril Haines     

Secretary of State Antony Blinken     

Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin 1/19/2021   

Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen     

Health and Human Services Secretary Xavier Becerra     

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack     

Housing and Urban Development Secretary Marcia Fudge     

Veterans Affairs Secretary Denis McDonough     

Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg     

Energy Secretary Jennifer Granholm     

Interior Secretary Deb Haaland     

Labor Secretary Marty Walsh     

Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo     
    

 

 

 


