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The Brooks Bawden Moore Weekly Update and Analysis highlights the previous 

week’s floor and committee activities within the US Senate and House of 

Representatives, and this week’s congressional activities that relate to law 

enforcement and homeland security matters. The weekly update also lists 

legislation introduced the previous week, which may be of interest to the law 

enforcement and homeland security communities. Please let us know if you would 

like to know more about any of the items described in the update. Additionally, 

please feel free to distribute this product as you see fit. 
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An Informational Webinar - 2020 Election 
Results & Impact on Public Safety Policy 

 

December 3, 2020 

1:00 pm - 2:00 pm (EST) 

  

Please join the Brooks Bawden Moore team for an informational briefing on 

the 2020 election results, and how the new Congress and Administration will 

affect law enforcement and homeland security policy. We will discuss end of the 

year action on the FY 2021 Appropriations bills, a COVID stimulus bill, composition and 

priorities of the 117th Congress affecting public safety, and the public safety priorities 

of the new Administration. 

 

Register Here 
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Latest News 
 

The House and Senate met in pro forma sessions this week, and did not hold 

any hearings. Both chambers return next week. Reports indicate that House 

and Senate Appropriation leaders have reached a tentative agreement on top-

line numbers for the FY 2021 Appropriations bills, and are now working out 

the details.  

  
 

Biden Cabinet / Top Staff Picks - President-Elect Biden has made a handful 

of Cabinet and high-level staff picks affecting national security this week. 

Below you can find his selections. 

  

Biden Cabinet and High Ranking Staff Picks 
(As of 11/25/20) 

Position Name 

Secretary of State Antony Blinken 

Secretary of Homeland Security Alejandro Mayorkas 

Chief of Staff Ron Klain 

Director of National Intelligence Avril Haines 

National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan 

UN Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield 

Special Presidential Envoy for Climate John Kerry 

  
 

 

Election 2020: State Drug Law Initiatives - The 2020 elections saw a 

number of ballot initiatives liberalizing state drug laws. DEA released a new 



product that highlights the impact on state drug laws based on the 2020 

elections and statewide ballot initiatives. You can find that product here. 

  

 

 

Registration is now open for the 2020 National Fusion Center Virtual Annual 

Training Event.  Visit the NFCA website or click here to register.  We have a full 

agenda of keynote speakers, breakout sessions and the annual awards 

ceremony, as well as a showcase highlighting our generous corporate 

sponsors. 

  

The dates for this year’s event and related meetings are: 

  

Directors Day December 2, 2020 12 pm – 5 pm EST 

Training Event December 8 – 10, 2020 12 pm – 4 pm EST 

FLO Meeting December 15, 2020 12 pm – 2 pm EST 

Privacy Day December 16, 2020 12 pm – 4 pm EST 

Analyst Summit January 12, 2021 11 am – 6 pm EST 

  

General registration is $195 for fusion center, law enforcement and corporate 

sponsor personnel and $295 for approved non-sponsor corporate 

registrants.  General registration is required to participate in Directors Day, the 

FLO meeting, Privacy Day and the Analyst Summit (please note these 

meetings are restricted to fusion center & preapproved 

personnel).  Registration fees are grant-eligible. 

  

Once registration is approved, you will receive a link to download the NFCA 

Online Event Guide (OEG). The OEG is your platform for planning your 

schedule, joining sessions and interacting with sponsors. 
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Welcome to the 2020 NFCA Virtual Annual Training Event. 

 

 

Articles of Interest 
 

Appropriators strike deal on funding totals to avoid December shutdown 

Politico | Caitlin Emma 

Top House and Senate appropriators on Tuesday clinched a deal on a 

bipartisan set of funding levels, paving the way for a $1.4 trillion spending 

package to avert a government shutdown next month. The agreement on the 

funding allocations, confirmed by a House Democratic aide, establishes 

overall totals for 12 appropriations measures that will be rolled into one 

massive omnibus bill that would boost federal budgets for the rest of the fiscal 

year. Negotiators plan to keep the numbers — known as 302(b)s — under 

wraps until a bipartisan, bicameral omnibus is finalized, the aide 

said. Continue reading here. 

  
 

Ex-Homeland Security official Mayorkas returns under Biden 

AP News | Ben Fox 

President-elect Joe Biden is turning to a veteran of the Department of 

Homeland Security to lead the agency created after the Sept. 11 attacks but 

reshaped by President Donald Trump to carry out his hardline immigration and 

law enforcement agenda. Biden on Monday announced the nomination of 

Alejandro Mayorkas, who served under President Barack Obama as deputy 

secretary of homeland security and director of the Citizenship and Immigration 

Services. Mayorkas has achieved some historic firsts. In 1998, he was the 

youngest U.S. attorney. He was the highest-ranking Cuban American under 

https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=hUbwhSHok_zpAro&b=HCHyB2HDTewlKkqJDjwBUg


Obama. And he helped negotiate the first homeland security memorandum of 

understanding between the U.S. and Cuba, where he was born.  Continue 

reading here. 

  
 

'Unprecedented': Marijuana with six times more THC than normal pours 

in from Canada 

Washington Examiner | Anna Giaritelli 

U.S. border officials say they are stunned by the amount of marijuana found 

inside commercial trucks attempting to enter the United States from Canada 

as smugglers wage an all-out offense to move enormous amounts of a hybrid 

marijuana into the states. 

Drug smuggling has for years been the greatest threat at the U.S.-Canada 

border, but federal law enforcement officers are seeing an “unprecedented” 

surge as the war on drugs evolves amid the coronavirus pandemic, according 

to U.S. Customs and Border Protection Deputy Commissioner Robert 

Perez.  Continue reading here. 

  
 

Liberals blanch at Durbin’s Judiciary power play 

Politico | Burgess Everett & Marianne Levine 

Dick Durbin didn't become Senate Democratic leader. He might still end up as 

one of the most important Democrats of Joe Biden’s presidency. But first he 

will have to overcome resistance from some on the left and questions about 

whether he is accruing too many plum posts in the caucus. The Illinois 

Democrat was just re-elected as his party’s whip, the No. 2 leadership job, 

after handily winning his fifth term in the Senate. He already oversees billions 

in spending on the Senate Appropriations defense subcommittee. And now he 

https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=hUbwhSHok_zpAro&b=Gj.86xeqL6K6bj28GlEUfA
https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=hUbwhSHok_zpAro&b=2DsFRF1lkjNQf4_0GqxBmw


is seeking to succeed Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) atop the Senate 

Judiciary Committee. Continue reading here. 

  
 

Homicides skyrocket across U.S. during pandemic, while robberies and 

rapes plummet 

The Washington Post | Tom Jackman 

In Greensboro, N.C., the violence has gotten so extreme that a shootout 

erupted in front of the county courthouse the other day, across the street from 

the sheriff’s office, leaving a 20-year-old man dead. Greensboro set a city 

record with 45 homicides last year, and, as of Friday, already had 54 this year. 

“We’ve always had a level of gang activity,” Greensboro Police Chief Brian 

James said in an interview, “but it’s more prolific now. I’m not sure what’s 

changed, but the offenders are more bold than they’ve ever been.”  Continue 

reading here. 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Hearings & Markups Happening This 
Week 
 

There were no hearings scheduled this week. 
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Upcoming Scheduled Hearings/Markups: 
 

House Judiciary Committee - Crime Subcommittee Hearing 

Oversight of the Federal Bureau of Prisons and the U.S. Marshals Service 

December 2 @ 9:00 a.m. - 2141 Rayburn 

  

Senate Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs - Federal Spending 

Oversight and Emergency Management Subcommittee Hearing 

State and Local Cybersecurity: Defending Our Communities from Cyber 

Threats amid COVID-19 

December 2 @ 2:30 pm - 342 Dirksen 

  

Senate Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs - Full Committee Hearing 

Congressional Oversight in the Face of Executive Branch and Media 

Suppression: The Case Study of Crossfire Hurricane 

December 3 @ 10:00 am 

  

 

 

 

 
Legislation on the Floor This Week 
 

House: 
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The House will meet in pro forma sessions on November 24 and November 

27. 

  
 

Senate: 

  

Note: Due to Senate scheduling and rules, additional items not listed may be added to 

the calendar for consideration. 

  

  

The Senate will meet in pro forma sessions on November 24 and November 

27. 
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