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The Brooks Bawden Moore Weekly Update and Analysis highlights the previous week’s floor and committee activities within the US 

Senate and House of Representatives, and this week’s congressional activities that relate to law enforcement and homeland security 

matters. The weekly update also lists legislation introduced the previous week, which may be of interest to the law enforcement and 

homeland security communities. Please let us know if you would like to know more about any of the items described in the update. 

Additionally, please feel free to distribute this product as you see fit. 
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Latest News 
 

The House and Senate were in session this week, with the House approving legislation to remove marijuana from the Federal 

Controlled Substances Act. The House Judiciary Committee held a hearing on Federal Bureau of Prisons and the U.S. Marshals 

Service, and the Senate Homeland Security Committee held a hearing cyber threats during COVID. Additionally, the House 

released its 2021 Calendar, which can be found here. 

  

 

FY 2021 Appropriations and COVID Relief Funding - The Dec. 11 government funding deadline is fast approaching, though top 

negotiators have signaled that more time is likely needed for wrapping up fiscal 2021 appropriations and a coronavirus relief deal. 

There is a growing sense that a one-week stopgap bill to Dec. 18 may be necessary. Leaders on both sides of the aisle don’t want 

to leave town without completing work on a COVID-19 aid package. State and local funding continues to be a point of contention 

during these COVID relief negotiations.  

  

 

Biden Cabinet / Top Staff Picks - President-Elect Biden has made a handful of Cabinet and high-level staff picks affecting 

national security. Below you can find his latest selections. 

  

Biden Cabinet and High Ranking Staff Picks 
(As of 12/4/20) 

Position Name 

Secretary of State Antony Blinken 

Secretary of Homeland Security Alejandro Mayorkas 

Director of National Intelligence Avril Haines 

Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen 

Office of Management and Budget Director Neera Tandin 

Chief of Staff Ron Klain 

National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan 

UN Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield 

Special Presidential Envoy for Climate John Kerry 
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Special Starbucks Coffee Offer - In appreciation of our front-line health care providers and first responders, and inspired by our 

partners (employees) in communities across the country who have been offering gestures of kindness and donating coffee on their 

own, Starbucks will be offering free tall hot or iced brewed coffee to those on the front lines responding to COVID-19 from 

December 1 - 31.  We are hoping that you will spread the word in your networks to reach as many of the people taking care of our 

communities as possible.   

  

Additionally, Starbucks made a $100,000 donation to NAMI Frontline Wellness to support mental health resources for front-line 

responders and will to partner with Operation Gratitude to deliver care packages and handwritten letters to first responders and 

healthcare workers.  

  

Starbucks is committed to caring for the health and well-being of our partners and customers and playing a constructive role in 

supporting local health officials and government leaders. Read about the latest decisions being made by the company and the 

actions being taken on COVID-19.  

  
 

ARJIS Recruiting a Technology Program Manager - ARJIS is currently seeking to recruit a Technology Program Manager. This 

position will manage and oversee the ARJIS applications, coordinate project teams, and provide staff support to the Business 

Working Group, Mobile Working Group, Public Safety Committee and Chiefs & Sheriff's Management Committee. This position 

also will consult with ARJIS members and other users to develop regional technical solutions that support the ARJIS strategic plan, 

create detailed project plans and proposals, develop project risk assessments and user requirements, determine technical 

feasibility, and implement new public safety applications. The work will primarily be performed during normal business hours and 

may involve responding to issues after hours or on weekends in a 24/7 business operations environment. You can read the job 

application here. 

  

 

Full Draft Report Released: President's Commission on Law Enforcement and the Administration of Justice - Last week, 

the Justice Department posted a full draft of the report by the President’s Commission on Law Enforcement and the Administration 

of Justice. The commission, its staff, and its many working groups convened dozens of hearings and listening sessions and worked 

constantly over the past 10 months to develop the draft.  The draft can be found here.   
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Midwest HIDTA Strategic Drug Intelligence Bulletins - Please find the Midwest HIDTA's recent drug intelligence bulletin on the 

increased use of mailing services to traffic methamphetamine throughout the Midwest and the nation. Additionally, included is last 

year's Midwest HIDTA report on the impact of marijuana. You can view the intelligence bulletin here. You can view last year's 

Midwest HIDTA report here. 

  
 

SAM Video on History of ONDCP - Kevin Sabet from Smart Approaches to Marijuana (SAM) recently released a video on the 

history of the Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP). You can watch the video below. 

  

History of the ONDCP 

  

 

 

+RISS Equals Results - The latest edition of +RISS Equals Results is now available and features the use of RISSIntel. Agents 

submitted subject information into the RISSIntel database and were notified of other WSIN agency submittals from California and 

Washington. As a result of this deconfliction and other aspects of the investigation, the Honolulu HSI case was made into an 

Organized Crime Drug Enforcement Task Force (OCDETF) investigation. You can read the latest +RISS Equals Results here.  

  
 

CICC Five in 5 Newsletter - The most recent CICC 5 in 5 was released, and highlights an issue brief from BJA on the use of 

predictive analytics in policing, an upcoming webinar on NDCAC resources for law enforcement, and the release of an IACP report 

on the major challenges that law enforcement face in identifying human trafficking victims and the networks of traffickers. You can 

view the CICC Five in 5 here.  
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CLIENT IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

Police simulator uses real weapons, tense scenarios 

During these challenging times in the law enforcement 

profession, improved training has become a key component 

to the discussion on improving policing. As Bob Ferris, CEO 

and Chairman of VirTra stated in an interview with ZDNet, 

"Scenario-based or problem-based learning to create 

contextual environments that officers must perform in are 

crucial." Ferris goes on to say, "VirTra uses real weapons with 

special drop-in conversion kits that include highly accurate 

tracking – again so as to avoid negative training scars." You 

can read more about VirTra and the importance of effective 

training here. 

  

 

 

 

Articles of Interest 
 

Pelosi, Schumer endorse $908 billion plan as basis for stimulus talks 

The Hill | Niv Elis 

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) and Senate Minority Leader Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.) on Wednesday threw their support 

behind using a bipartisan, compromise plan as the basis for COVID-19 relief talks. “While we made a new offer to Leader 

McConnell and Leader McCarthy on Monday, in the spirit of compromise we believe the bipartisan framework introduced by 

Senators yesterday should be used as the basis for immediate bipartisan, bicameral negotiations,” the Democratic leaders said in a 

joint statement, referring to Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-K.y) and House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-

Calif.). Continue reading here. 
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Incoming Congress looks more like America 

The Hill | Lillian Bautista, Damare Baker and Reid Wilson 

The 117th Congress will be the most diverse group of lawmakers ever to chart the nation's course when it meets in January after 

women and nonwhite candidates made gains in the November elections. At least 121 women will be among the 441 members and 

delegates to the House of Representatives, with several races yet to be formally declared. And women will occupy 26 seats in the 

Senate — at least until the first woman who will serve as vice president, Sen. Kamala Harris (D-Calif.), resigns her seat.  Continue 

reading here. 

  
 

FCC Chairman Ajit Pai will step down on Jan 20 

CNBC | Lauren Feiner 

Federal Communications Commission Chairman Ajit Pai will step down from his post on Jan. 20, the day President-elect Joe Biden 

is inaugurated, he announced Monday. The announcement means that the FCC could reach a Democratic majority sooner than it 

would otherwise be able to. Pai’s term was slated to expire in June 2021, though Biden will be able to choose a Democrat to chair 

the commission once in office. Commissioners must be confirmed by the Senate. “It has been the honor of a lifetime to serve at the 

Federal Communications Commission, including as Chairman of the FCC over the past four years,” Pai said in a 

statement. Continue reading here. 

  
 

The UN removes cannabis from a list of the most dangerous substances 

CNN | Harmeet Kaur 

A United Nations commission has voted to remove cannabis from a list that categorized it as one of the most dangerous drugs -- a 

move that recognizes the plant as having medicinal value. The UN Commission on Narcotic Drugs approved a recommendation 

from the World Health Organization on Wednesday to remove cannabis and cannabis resin from its Schedule IV classification 

under the 1961 Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs. That designation put cannabis and one of its derivatives in a category 

alongside heroin and other opioids. Substances classified as Schedule IV are a subset of Schedule I drugs. That means not only 

are they considered to be "highly addictive and highly liable for abuse," they're also labeled as "particularly harmful and of 

extremely limited medical or therapeutic value." Continue reading here. 
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U.S. drug certification is outdated, says report 

Associated Press | AP Staff 

A U.S. congressional commission has proposed replacing the U.S. drug certification process — a fixture of U.S. anti-narcotics 

policy that classifies countries based on their cooperation on the fight on drugs — with more nuanced diplomatic approaches to 

keep up with rapidly changing threats like synthetic drugs. The 117-page report from the Western Hemisphere Drug Policy 

Commission, released on Tuesday, proposes to eliminate the Drugs Majors List of drug-producing or drug-trafficking countries, 

calling it “increasingly anachronistic” and offensive to partners. Continue reading here. 

  
 

US lawmakers unveil anti-slavery constitutional amendment 

Associated Press | Aaron Morrison 

National lawmakers introduced a joint resolution Wednesday aimed at striking language from the U.S. Constitution that enshrines a 

form of slavery in America’s foundational documents. The resolution, spearheaded and supported by Democratic members of the 

House and Senate, would amend the 13th Amendment’s ban on chattel enslavement to expressly prohibit involuntary servitude as 

a punishment for crime. As ratified, the original amendment has permitted exploitation of labor by convicted felons for over 155 

years since the abolition of slavery. Continue reading here. 

  
 

McKinsey Proposed Paying Pharmacy Companies Rebates for OxyContin Overdoses 

The New York Times | Walt Bogdanich and Michael Forsythe 

When Purdue Pharma agreed last month to plead guilty to criminal charges involving OxyContin, the Justice Department noted the 

role an unidentified consulting company had played in driving sales of the addictive painkiller even as public outrage grew over 

widespread overdoses. Documents released last week in a federal bankruptcy court in New York show that the adviser was 

McKinsey & Company, the world’s most prestigious consulting firm. The 160 pages include emails and slides revealing new details 

about McKinsey’s advice to members the Sackler family, Purdue’s billionaire owners, and the firm’s now notorious plan to 

“turbocharge” OxyContin sales at a time when opioid abuse had already killed hundreds of thousands of Americans. Continue 

reading here. 
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Hearings & Markups Happening This Week 
 

House Judiciary Committee - Crime Subcommittee Hearing 

Oversight of the Federal Bureau of Prisons and the U.S. Marshals Service 

December 2 @ 9:00 a.m. - 2141 Rayburn 

  

Senate Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs - Federal Spending Oversight and Emergency Management Subcommittee 

Hearing 

State and Local Cybersecurity: Defending Our Communities from Cyber Threats amid COVID-19 

December 2 @ 2:30 pm - 342 Dirksen 

  

Senate Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs - Full Committee Hearing 

Congressional Oversight in the Face of Executive Branch and Media Suppression: The Case Study of Crossfire Hurricane 

December 3 @ 10:00 am 

  
 

Upcoming Scheduled Hearings/Markups: 
 

Senate Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs Committee - Permanent Subcommittee On Investigations Hearing 

Combatting the Opioid Crisis: Oversight of the Implementation of the STOP Act 

December 10 @ 10:00 am - 342 Dirksen 

  

 

 

 

Legislation on the Floor This Week 
 

House: 
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H.R. 3884 - MORE Act of 2019  

Status: Approved by the House on 12/4. 

Summary: This bill decriminalizes marijuana. Specifically, it removes marijuana from the list of scheduled substances under the 

Controlled Substances Act and eliminates criminal penalties for an individual who manufactures, distributes, or possesses 

marijuana. The bill also makes other changes, including the following: replaces statutory references to marijuana and marihuana 

with cannabis, requires the Bureau of Labor Statistics to regularly publish demographic data on cannabis business owners and 

employees, establishes a trust fund to support various programs and services for individuals and businesses in communities 

impacted by the war on drugs, imposes a 5% tax on cannabis products and requires revenues to be deposited into the trust fund, 

makes Small Business Administration loans and services available to entities that are cannabis-related legitimate businesses or 

service providers, prohibits the denial of federal public benefits to a person on the basis of certain cannabis-related conduct or 

convictions, prohibits the denial of benefits and protections under immigration laws on the basis of a cannabis-related event (e.g., 

conduct or a conviction), establishes a process to expunge convictions and conduct sentencing review hearings related to federal 

cannabis offenses, and directs the Government Accountability Office to study the societal impact of cannabis legalization. 

  
 

Senate: 

  

Note: Due to Senate scheduling and rules, additional items not listed may be added to the calendar for consideration. 

  

S. Res. 753 - National Domestic Violence Awareness Month 

Status: Approved by the Senate on 11/30. 

Summary: A resolution supporting the goals and ideals of National Domestic Violence Awareness Month. 

  

 

 

Recap of Last Week's Hearings & Markups 
 

Note: For more details on any of the following hearings, we can provide access to hearing transcripts upon request. 
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There were no hearings scheduled last week. 

  

 

 

Legislation Considered Last Week 
 

House: 

  

The House will meet in pro forma sessions on November 24 and November 27. 

  

Senate: 

  

The Senate will meet in pro forma sessions on November 24 and November 27. 

  

 

 

Legislation Introduced Last Week 
 

Date Introduced Bill Number Sponsor Description 

        

11/24/2020 HRes 1240 
Ilhan Omar (D-MN-5) Expressing condemnation for police brutality wherever in the world it occurs. 

 

 

 

 

  

BBM PODCAST 

  

A Primer on Byrne JAG & Impact of Byrne JAG Penalties on Public Safety 

https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=iIfkl4oDH_zpAro&b=_.zsMy_BUr.hmezj26X0DQ


(11/13/20) 

  

Please check out BBM’s latest podcast, where our guest, the Director of Government Affairs for the National Criminal Justice 

Association (NCJA), Elizabeth Pyke, comes back to discuss how penalty provisions included in many of the policing and criminal justice 

reform proposals that Congress is reviewing would impact programs funded through the Byrne Justice Assistance Grant (Byrne JAG) 

Program. 

  

NCJA participated in an earlier podcast to provide detailed information on the Byrne JAG Program.  The Byrne JAG primer is 

available here and linked below. 

  

Please let us know if you have any questions or need more information. 

  

Podcast:  A Primer on Byrne JAG 

Podcast:  NEW Impact of Byrne JAG Penalties on Public Safety 

  

 

 

Upcoming Events / Conferences 
 

2021 National Narcotic Officers’ Associations’ Coalition Annual Meeting 

January 31-February 3, 2021—Washington, DC CANCELED - Moved to Virtual - TBD 

  

MARGIN 14th Annual Gang Training Conference 

March 21-24, 2021 - Hanover, MD 

  

2021 National School Safety Conference & Exhibition 

July 26-30, 2021 - Las Vegas, NV 

 

 

Congressional Calendar 
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Nov-20   Dec-20 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat   Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7   29 30 1 2 3 4 5 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14   6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21   13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28   20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

29 30 1 2 3 4 5   27 28 29 30 31 1 2 

 

  Senate in Session 

  House in Session 

  House & Senate in Session 

  House Cmte. Work &  Senate in Session 
 

 

 

 
About BBM 
 

Brooks Bawden Moore, LLC is a team of experienced professionals who serve as trusted advisors to law 

enforcement, homeland security, and intelligence practitioners and solution providers.   

  

Our government relations practice helps clients advance critical policy priorities with Congress, federal agencies, and state 

legislatures.  Our Capitol Hill experience and track record of successful advocacy for public safety causes is unmatched.  Our 

business strategy consulting practice enables companies to connect innovative products and services with market 

needs.  Through decades of service we have built a deep network of relationships at the local, state, and federal levels. 
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Partner 
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Josh Ledden 

Director of Government Affairs 
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Partner 
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