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The Brooks Bawden Moore Weekly Update and Analysis highlights the previous 

week’s floor and committee activities within the US Senate and House of 

Representatives, and this week’s congressional activities that relate to law 

enforcement and homeland security matters. The weekly update also lists 

legislation introduced the previous week, which may be of interest to the law 

enforcement and homeland security communities. Please let us know if you would 

like to know more about any of the items described in the update. Additionally, 

please feel free to distribute this product as you see fit. 

  

 

To view the PDF version of the Weekly Update & Analysis, click here. 
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Latest News 
 

The House met in pro forma sessions this week, while the Senate confirmed 

Amy Coney Barrett on Monday, who was sworn in shortly thereafter as the 

newest Associate Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court. Next week, should 

election results be available for both the Presidential and Congressional 

races, we will detail some of the likely outcomes of how the results will affect 

the priorities of the next Congress and the Administration as it relates to law 

enforcement and the overall criminal justice reform debate. 

  
 

COVID Relief Funding & FY 2021 Appropriations - The negotiations on a 

potential COVID relief package has stalled out until after the elections. The 

results of the elections is likely to determine the direction of the 

negotiations. Additionally, last week, BBM released a new podcast discussing 

the likelihood of a COVID relief package and continued roadblocks in the 

negotiations. You can listen to the podcast here. 

  

On top of the COVID relief discussions, Congress has a deadline of 

December 11 to pass further appropriations to keep the Federal government 

open. Once again, the results of the election is likely to determine the path 

forward on those negotiations. 

  
 

MCCA-MCSA 2020 Threat Review and Prioritization (TRP) Report - The 

2020 Threat Review and Prioritization (TRP) Report was recently released. 

The TRP was developed by the Intelligence Commanders Group, a joint group 

of the Major Cities Chiefs Association and Major County Sheriffs of America. 

The development and coordination of this process was supported by the 

Federal Bureau of Investigation. The top priority threat issues in this report 

were identified through the new Threat Review and Prioritization (TRP) 

process. You can read the report here. 

  
 

NEW Policing Reform Statement from MCCA:  

MCCA Annual Conference Leads to Renewed Calls for Action - Upon 

concluding it was imperative to convene an in-person meeting to discuss the 

various challenges of 2020, the Major Cities Chiefs Association (MCCA) held 
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its annual fall meeting in New Orleans, LA. Topics ranged from civil unrest to 

election security, the importance of continuity of leadership and criminal 

justice reform. Continue reading the statement here. You can read 

the MCCA Intelligence Commanders Group after-action review on this 

summer’s protests and civil unrest here. 

  
 

DOJ Announces Standards for Certifying Safe Policing Practices by Law 

Enforcement Agencies - The Department of Justice announced the 

Standards for Certification that will be used by credentialing bodies so they 

can begin certifying thousands of law enforcement agencies over the next 

three months. The Standards of Certification are a result of President Trump’s 

June Executive Order 13929, Safe Policing for Safe Communities. The 

Executive Order 13929 requires that all state, local, and university law 

enforcement agencies be certified by independent credentialing agencies. The 

President’s Order requires agencies to meet two standards in order to be 

successfully credentialed: 1) that the agency’s use of force policies prohibit 

chokeholds, except in situations where the use of deadly force is allowed by 

law; and 2) that the agency’s use of force policies adhere to all applicable 

federal, state, and local laws. You can view the DOJ press release here. You 

can view the discussion on the announcement with AG Barr here. You can 

view more information on the implementation of this order by the COPS 

Office here. 

  
 

Guide to SORNA Implementation in Indian Country - The Office of Sex 

Offender Sentencing, Monitoring, Apprehending, Registering, and Tracking 

(SMART) has recently published the second edition of the SMART Office’s 

“Guide to SORNA Implementation in Indian Country.” The SMART Office 

developed this guide to provide sex offender registration personnel in tribal 

jurisdictions with a comprehensive overview on how to implement and 

maintain implementation of the Sex Offender Registration and Notification Act 

(SORNA). This latest edition expands the first edition’s guidance, including 

providing detailed information on tiering offenders, submitting records to the 

FBI’s National Sex Offender Registry and community notification. You can 

read the guide here. 
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Body-Worn Cameras on Federal Task Forces - The Department of Justice 

recently announced that it will permit state, local, territorial, and tribal task 

force officers to use body-worn cameras on federal task forces around the 

nation. DOJ's policy will permit federally deputized officers to activate a body-

worn camera while serving arrest warrants, or during other planned arrest 

operations, and during the execution of search warrants. The policy is the 

result of a pilot program launched by the department last October. You can 

read the press release here. 

  
 

Jail-Specific Data Analysis: Considerations for Jail Analysts - The 

National Institute of Justice recently released a report that highlights the 

basics of jail-specific analysis. It emphasizes the importance of linking data 

and information to the processes from which they are derived, and collecting 

data in forms amenable to analysis using readily available applications like 

worksheets and network mapping applications. You can read the report here. 

  
 

DEA National Red Ribbon Week - As DEA's National Red Ribbon Week 

comes to a close, we encourage you to check out it's website to learn more 

about the week and some of the resources available. Red Ribbon is a national 

anti-drug campaign that is celebrated annually, October 23-31. During Red 

Ribbon, young people in communities and schools across the nation pledge to 

live drug-free by wearing red ribbons and participating in community-wide anti-

drug events. Read more here.  

  
 

CICC Five in 5 Newsletter - The most recent CICC 5 in 5 was released, and 

highlights a National Criminal Justice Training Center providing insight and 

strategies to effectively rethink how police agencies operate and connect with 

the community. Additionally, the newsletter includes a Justice Clearinghouse 

webinar that discusses how dispatchers and crisis hotline staff members both 

play important roles in helping individuals in moments of crisis, and a NIJ 

report  discussing integrating forensic evidence into the intelligence process 

as an evolutionary next step in reducing, disrupting, and preventing violent 

crime. You can view the CICC Five in 5 here.  
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CLIENT IN THE SPOTLIGHT: 

How virtual reality simulators are 

changing law enforcement training 

During these challenging times in the law 

enforcement profession, improved 

training has become a key component to 

the discussion on improving policing. As 

Bob Ferris, CEO and Chairman 

of VirTra writes, "training doesn’t equal 

improvement – effective training equals 

improvement." You can read more about 

VirTra and the importance of effective 

training here. 
 

 

 

 

Articles of Interest 
 

It's still dangerous to be Jewish 

The Hill | Michael Masters 

Two years ago, the calm of a Shabbat morning was broken when a gunman 

entered the Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh and opened fire. Eleven 

individuals were killed that day while praying — murdered simply for being 

Jewish. Since the Pittsburgh attack, the Jewish community has faced three 

additional deadly attacks in the United States, and law enforcement has 

disrupted more than two dozen plots aimed at Jewish organizations around 

the country, mostly from white extremists. At the same time, we have faced a 

historic increase in anti-Semitism: Last year, over 58 percent of all religiously 

motivated hate crimes were directed at the Jewish community.  Continue 

reading here. 

  
 

New border wall in San Diego forces smugglers out to sea, where federal 

agents wait 

Washington Examiner | Anna Giaritelli 

Border Patrol agents who work in the Pacific Ocean off the southern coast of 

California saw a dramatic increase in the number of arrests made over the 

past 12 months, an indication that the addition of new border wall in the region 
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since 2017 is prompting smugglers to find new ways to move people and 

drugs into the United States. "Over the past year, within 2020, we’ve had a 

record number of marine interdictions, including pangas [small, fast boats], jet 

skis, swimmers, and paddle boaters,” Border Patrol San Diego Chief Patrol 

Agent Aaron Heitke told the Washington Examiner during a land and sea tour. 

“The wall structure itself is solidifying the land border, and it’s forcing the 

smugglers to come out into the maritime environment.” Continue 

reading here. 

  
 

Police de-escalation training gaining renewed clout as law enforcement 

seeks to reduce killings 

The Washington Post | Tom Jackman and Dan Morse 

When the dispatch came out, all Officer Thaddeus Hines knew was that there 

was a person having a “mental crisis” and “possibly armed with a knife,” two 

elements that will make any cop’s heart race. Hines, 24, walked up to the 

ramshackle boardinghouse and gently knocked. The police officer for 

Burlington in North Carolina was directed to a back bedroom, where he 

stopped at an open doorway to see a woman sitting cross-legged on a bare 

mattress, shrieking at him to leave. A 13-inch knife sat inches from her right 

hand. “I have been on cocaine and I’m suicidal,” the woman yelled. “I’m 

feeling no pain. I’m at the point where I don’t know what to do 

anymore.” Continue reading here. 

  
 

Do You Have the Heart for Marijuana? 

The New York Times | Jane E. Brody 

Do you have the heart to safely smoke pot? Maybe not, a growing body of 

medical reports suggests. Currently, increased smoking of marijuana in public, 

even in cities like New York where recreational use remains illegal (though no 

longer prosecuted), has reinforced a popular belief that this practice is safe, 

even health-promoting. “Many people think that they have a free pass to 

smoke marijuana,” Dr. Salomeh Keyhani, professor of medicine at the 

University of California, San Francisco, told me. “I even heard a suggestion on 

public radio that tobacco companies should switch to marijuana because then 

they’d be selling life instead of selling death.” Continue reading here. 
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Northern border drug influx: Seizures up nearly 1,000% near Buffalo 

Washington Examiner | Anna Giaritelli 

Drug seizures by U.S. customs officers in upstate New York spiked nearly 

1,000% over the past 12 months compared to the previous year, an unusual 

trend for the typically quiet northern border. The Buffalo field office of Customs 

and Border Protection reported a 969% jump in the seizure of all narcotics, 

which would have been worth tens of millions of dollars on the street. Federal 

law enforcement officers within the region’s 16 ports of entry with Canada and 

international mail processing facilities found more than 42,000 pounds of illicit 

or regulated drugs in fiscal year 2020, which ran from Oct. 1, 2019, through 

Sept. 30. A year earlier, officers found approximately 4,000 pounds of dope. 

Marijuana was the top seized drug, making up more than 41,600 of the total 

42,000 pounds of drugs. It grew 1,106% from the 3,450 pounds of pot found in 

2019. Methamphetamine, cocaine, fentanyl, and heroin busts were also 

made. Continue reading here. 

  
 

DHS plans largest operation to secure U.S. election against hacking 

The Washington Post | Joseph Marks 

The Department of Homeland Security’s cybersecurity division is mounting the 

largest operation to secure a U.S. election, aiming to prevent a repeat of 

Russia’s 2016 interference and to ward off new threats posed by Iran and 

China. On Election Day, DHS’s Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security 

Agency will launch a 24/7 virtual war room, to which election officials across 

the nation can dial in at any time to share notes about suspicious activity and 

work together to respond. The agency will also pass along classified 

information from intelligence agencies about efforts they detect from 

adversaries seeking to undermine the election and advise states on how to 

protect against such attacks. Continue reading here. 

  
 

Drug overdose deaths rose during the 1st months of 2020: CDC 

ABC News | Erin Schumaker 

While news coverage of United States' opioid epidemic has taken a backseat 

to the coronavirus this year, new numbers from the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention forecast a grim year for fatal overdoses. During the 

first three months of 2020, drug overdose deaths rose 10%, according to 

preliminary estimates released by the CDC on Wednesday. Compared to the 

same period last year, when there were 16,682 overdose deaths, 19,416 
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Americans died of drug overdoses between January and March of 

2020. Continue reading here. 

  
 

Election could stoke US marijuana market, sway Congress 

AP | Michael Blood 

Voters in four states from different regions of the country could embrace broad 

legal marijuana sales on Election Day, and a sweep would highlight how 

public acceptance of cannabis is cutting across geography, demographics and 

the nation’s deep political divide. The Nov. 3 contests in New Jersey, Arizona, 

South Dakota and Montana will shape policies in those states while the battle 

for control of Congress and the White House could determine whether 

marijuana remains illegal at the federal level. Continue reading here. 

  

 

 

 

  

NEW PODCAST AVAILABLE 

  

So You’re Saying There’s a 

Chance: COVID Relief Talks Continue 

(10/23/20) 

  

Last week, BBM released its latest 

podcast where we shared detailed 

information on the status of Congress 

passing a COVID relief package ahead of 

the November 3 elections. As stated 

above, since then, discussions have 

stalled out until after the elections. The 

podcast is available here. 
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Hearings & Markups Happening This 
Week 
 

Senate Commerce Committee - Full Committee Hearing 

Does Section 230’s Sweeping Immunity Enable Big Tech Bad Behavior? 

October 28 @ 10:00 am - 253 Russell 

  
 

Upcoming Scheduled Hearings/Markups: 
 

There are no upcoming hearings scheduled at this time. 

  

 

 

 

Legislation on the Floor This Week 
 

House: 

  

The House met in pro forma sessions on October 27 and October 30. 
 

Senate: 

  

Note: Due to Senate scheduling and rules, additional items not listed may be added to 

the calendar for consideration. 

  

Nomination of Amy Coney Barrett, to be an Associate Justice of the 

Supreme Court of the United States 

Status: Confirmed by the Senate on 10/26; Approved by the Senate Judiciary 

Committee on 10/22. 

  

 

 

 
 

https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=j6uyOnr7xlzpAro&b=qDd6KSFF9omua2oidmMG7g
https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=j6uyOnr7xlzpAro&b=XzNqpYnnHJCfYNUb4tzQCw


Recap of Last Week's Hearings & 
Markups 
 

Note: For more details on any of the following hearings, we can provide access to 

hearing transcripts upon request. 
  

... 
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