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The close race between President Trump and former Vice President Joe Biden 

remains up for grabs in familiar battleground states.  BBM is closely monitoring the 

election results and analyzing the impact on key issues in the coming year.  Below 

are several highlights, and our team will provide updates as key developments 

occur.  Additionally, please feel free to distribute this product as you see fit. 

  

 

Subscribe to the BBM Blog to get real-time updates by emailing Melissa Nee 

at mnee@bbm-dc.com. 

  

 

 

Bottom Line: Impact on Public Safety and Homeland Security Policies if 

projections are accurate if there continues to be a Democrat majority in the House, 

and a Republican majority in the Senate 

• Democrats’ House majority narrows 

• Gridlock expected in 117th Congress 

• Outcome of Presidential election will have major impact on focus of 

criminal justice and homeland security policies 

• All House Judiciary Committee Democrats will return except Debbie Murcarsel-

Powell (D-FL); possible changes on Crime Subcommittee 

• All House Judiciary Committee Republicans will return except Jim Sensenbrenner 

(R-WI), Doug Collins (R-GA), and Martha Roby (R-AL)  
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• New Senate Judiciary Committee chair in 117th Congress - Sen. Grassley (R-IA) 

• All Senate Judiciary Committee Republicans will return (including Graham, 

Cornyn, Tillis, Sasse, and Ernst who all won re-election) 

• All Senate Judiciary Committee Democrats will return except potentially Sen. 

Kamala Harris (D-CA)  

• Senate Homeland Security Committee members will return in the 117th Congress 

except retiring Sen. Mike Enzi (R-WY) and potentially Sen. Kamala Harris (D-

CA) 

• All House Homeland Security Committee Democrats return except Rep. Torres 

Small (D-NM) and Rep. Max Rose (D-NY) - Rep. Lauren Underwood (D-IL) is 

currently trailing by several hundred votes but the race is too close to call 

• House Homeland Security Committee Republican leadership may change if 

current ranking member Mike Rogers (R-AL) tries for the top spot on House 

Armed Services Committee - Rep. John Katko (R-NY) would be next in line; all 

other committee Republicans will return except retiring Rep. Peter King (R-NY); 

Reps. Jeff Van Drew (R-NJ) and Mike Garcia (R-CA) are in races too close to 

call 

• New House Appropriations chair in 117th Congress - Rep. DeLauro (D-CT), Rep. 

Wasserman Schultz (D-FL), or Rep. Kaptur (D-OH) - and new CJS 

Subcommittee chair (TBD)  

• New Senate Appropriations chair is likely - Sen. Collins (R-ME) 

• Decreased likelihood of policing reform legislative push during lame duck session 

• Appropriations continuing resolution expires on Dec. 11 - unclear prospects for 

avoiding shutdown, but Senate will push its version of the FY21 approps bills 

• Increased likelihood of COVID recovery legislative deal during lame duck session 

• More states decriminalize recreational marijuana; Oregon becomes first state to 

decriminalize possession of drugs of abuse 

• House Democrats to meet November 18-19 to determine caucus leadership 

candidates in 117th Congress; leadership retreat TBD to determine caucus 

policy priorities; possible challenge to Speaker Pelosi from centrist Democrats. 

  
 

 

 



Democrats Maintain Control of the House (source: BGov) 

 

Democrats are projected to keep control of the U.S. House of 

Representatives, but with at least seven incumbents losing their seats the 

party is falling far short of pre-election expectations of an expanded majority. 

Among the Democrats defeated were several first elected in the 2018 “blue 

wave” that swept them into majority. While Republicans aren’t threatening to 

take back control of the House, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi will have less 

room to maneuver. 

  

In addition, Pelosi will be facing more pressure from the left. New York 

Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez easily won re-election and will be 

joined by several more self-described progressive members, including Jamaal 

Bowman, Mondaire Jones and Ritchie Torres in New York, and Missouri’s 

Cori Bush, who are replacing more centrist Democrats. 

  

Pelosi has already said she plans to run for re-election as speaker in the next 

Congress. House Democrats return on Nov. 18 and 19 to Washington, along 

with their members-elect, to elect their leaders for the new session in January. 

That includes nominating a speaker who must then be elected by the full 

House of Representatives. 

  
 

Republicans Likely to Retain Control of the Senate (source: BGov) 

  

The situation in the Senate is different — and more favorable to Republicans. 

They appear to be in a strong position to retain Senate control, which would 

give them a veto over nearly all of a President Biden’s legislative plans. 

  

Democrats needed to win at least five of the 14 competitive Senate races and 

have so far won only two.  Six races remain up in the air. The only incumbent 

Republicans to have lost are Martha McSally in Arizona and Cory Gardner in 

Colorado.  Democrats flipped two seats: John Hickenlooper defeated Gardner 

in Colorado, and Mark Kelly defeated Martha McSally in Arizona. 

  



Republicans flipped one seat: Tommy Tuberville beat the Democrat Doug 

Jones in Alabama. Gary Peters, the Democratic incumbent in Michigan, is 

locked in a close race with his Republican challenger, John James; it will 

depend on the outstanding votes. 

  

In Iowa, Senator Joni Ernst, a Republican, won re-election. Republicans also 

won races in Montana, Maine, South Carolina — where Lindsey Graham held 

on to his seat, and Texas – where John Cornyn held his seat.  In a special 

Senate election in Georgia, the incumbent Kelly Loeffler is headed to a 

January runoff against the Democrat Raphael Warnock. 

  
 

Appropriations Leadership (source: BGov) 

 

Reps. Marcy Kaptur (D-Ohio), Rosa DeLauro (D-Conn.), and Debbie 

Wasserman Schultz (D-Fla.) are vying to succeed retiring Chairwoman Nita 

Lowey (D-N.Y.). Her successor will join ranking member Kay Granger (R-

Texas), who plans to continue in that spot. 

 

Wasserman Schultz has outlined a plan to revive the use of earmarks — 

congressionally directed spending for specific projects — with new 

transparency requirements. She proposed barring earmarked funds from 

going to for-profit businesses, posting earmarks publicly, creating an online 

database of earmarks, and calling for an annual earmark audit by the 

Government Accountability Office. 

 

There’s some bipartisan support for a new version of earmarks, which have 

been effectively banned since 2011. The House Select Committee on the 

Modernization of Congress, which had six Democrats and six Republicans, 

proposed a community-focused grant program that would allow local officials 

to propose federal grants to lawmakers, who would then submit a proposal to 

the corresponding committee. The total funding for the grant program would 

be capped at 1% of discretionary spending, not including funds for mandatory 

programs. 

  



 

Subscribe to the BBM Blog 
 

Detailed information on the issues outlined above are available on the 

BBM Blog. Please email mnee@bbm-dc.com for access to the blog. 

  

 

 

About BBM 
 

Brooks Bawden Moore, LLC is a team of experienced professionals who serve as 

trusted advisors to law enforcement, homeland security, and intelligence 

practitioners and solution providers.   

  

Our government relations practice helps clients advance critical policy priorities with 

Congress, federal agencies, and state legislatures.  Our Capitol Hill experience and track 

record of successful advocacy for public safety causes is unmatched.  Our business 

strategy consulting practice enables companies to connect innovative products and 

services with market needs.  Through decades of service we have built a deep network of 

relationships at the local, state, and federal levels. 
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