
Weekly Update & Analysis 
Your Premier Analysis of Federal Public Safety Policy 

 

 

November 2 - 6, 2020 
 

 

 

  

The Brooks Bawden Moore Weekly Update and Analysis highlights the previous 

week’s floor and committee activities within the US Senate and House of 

Representatives, and this week’s congressional activities that relate to law 

enforcement and homeland security matters. The weekly update also lists 

legislation introduced the previous week, which may be of interest to the law 

enforcement and homeland security communities. Please let us know if you would 

like to know more about any of the items described in the update. Additionally, 

please feel free to distribute this product as you see fit. 
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Remembering James Howard “Jim” Davis 

By Ron Brooks  

November 6, 2020 

  

Last Friday, October 30th I received the terrible news that my great friend, Jim 

Davis had passed away suddenly of an apparent heart attack. Jim was a giant 

in law enforcement, not just because of his 6’-9” height but because he was 

one of the great leaders in our profession. I first met Jim when he was the FBI 

Special Agent in Charge of the Denver Field Division.  Jim had led a very 

successful case against Najibullah Zazi the leader of a U.S based al Qaeda 

cell that was planning suicide bombings in New York City. This was one of the 

most important terrorism investigations in the United States. It was through the 

many briefings that Jim provided on that investigation that I first got to know 

him. 

  

I quickly learned that Jim was not only a consummate law enforcement 

professional, he was a great man. Jim was a collaborator who had the ability 

to bring disparate persons or groups together and reach successful 

conclusions because of his vision and calm leadership style.   

  

Jim’s career at the FBI was storied, serving in domestic assignments where 

he investigated organized crime, public corruption, violent offenders and 

terrorists. Early in his career, while assigned to Chicago, Jim worked 

undercover in a very successful public corruption case Operation Silver 

Shovel which resulted in the arrest of several Aldermen and others in a drugs 

and bribery scandal. Much later in his career, while serving as the SAC in 

Denver, Jim led the FBI’s efforts to secure the Democratic National 

Convention. 

  

Jim went on to be one of the first FBI Agents to serve in Iraq where he led the 

interviews and processing of Saddam Hussein. Jim also served with the FBI in 

Afghanistan where he led efforts to hunt down the terrorists that threatened 

our nation. In total, Jim spent four years living in the war zones of Iraq and 

Afghanistan under difficult and dangerous conditions and serving directly with 

the Special Operations Community as they fought against our nation’s 

enemies.   Jim’s investigation’s in Afghanistan and Iraq provided very valuable 

information that led the battlefield decisions of America’s military leaders. But 

as important as Jim’s contributions were to our military leaders, Jim always 

told me that his favorite memories were of going into harm’s way with our 



Special Operations warriors. He faced danger willingly because of his love of 

America and his dedication to our ideals. 

  

I got to know Jim very well after he retired from the FBI and was appointed by 

Colorado Governor Hickenlooper as the Executive Director of the Colorado 

Department of Public Safety and Homeland Security. Jim and I served on two 

Federal Advisory Committees working on national security issues. Jim 

immediately became a great friend to every member of the committee 

because of his easy-going manner, his wit, story telling ability and 

leadership.   

  

I became very close with Jim when he left government service to accept a 

position with ANDE, which provided revolutionary Rapid DNA technology for 

law enforcement, victim identification and homeland security. Jim strongly 

believed that this technology would dramatically change law enforcement and 

make the world a much safer place. Jim brought me and our firm, Brooks 

Bawden Moore to ANDE where we joined to support ANDE’s efforts. That 

gave me the great opportunity to travel with Jim frequently and to speak with 

him daily. Jim and Jen adopted a rescue dog, Sam. Jim put Sam’s picture on 

his phone so that when you received a call from Jim, Sam’s picture would 

appear on the screen. Seeing Sam on my screen always warmed my heart 

because I knew that I was receiving a call from Jim and that no matter how 

tough the issue was that we might be discussing, we would also have time to 

chat and tell a story. I will really miss those calls which always started with 

“Hey Buddy, how you doing” Jim was an incredibly loyal friend that always 

worried his friends before he worried about himself.  

  

Jim and I became even closer friends. We had a chance to tell great cop 

stories, opine on sports, politics, music, our dogs and entertainment, 

especially our favorite television shows.  We spent many evenings sharing a 

meal and enjoying a drink and sometimes a cigar. We frequently spoke about 

our love of law enforcement and the importance of patriotism. Jim’s father. Jim 

Davis was a legendary cop in Michigan and Florida.  My Dad served thirty 

years as a California Highway Patrol Officer, so we often enjoyed telling 

stories of how much our fathers had shaped our lives and how proud we were 

to be second generation police officers. Jim and I would also frequently talk 

about family. Jim loved his wife Jen deeply. I had the opportunity at several 

social events to get to know Jen and it was clear that they were a great 

couple.  Jim also shared stories about his children, Brandie, James and Sean. 



He was so proud of them and loved them deeply.  Jim was especially happy 

that at ANDE, he had the opportunity to work closely with his son James. 

  

There aren’t many times in life that a person is blessed to connect with 

someone that becomes a great friend, but fate and circumstances brought Jim 

and I together and I am so glad that it did. My life has been made better by 

Jim’s friendship and I am a better man because of Jim’s mentorship. Jim was 

taken far too soon, but I will always cherish the memories of sharing stories 

and benefiting from his wisdom and friendship. 

  

There is no doubt that Jim was a legendary law enforcement officer who lived 

an extraordinary life of service. But if Jim were writing this, he would shun 

praise or accolades. He would only want to be remembered as a loving friend 

and husband to Jen, a proud and loving father to Brandie, James and Sean 

and a loving and caring son to Jim and Kathy.  Jim, I love you, I will miss you, 

and you will always be my Brother.  

  

You can read Jim's obituary here and here. 

 

 

 

Latest News 
 

The House and Senate met in pro forma sessions this week. When Congress 

returns, it is expected that a COVID relief package and work on the fiscal year 

2021 appropriations bills will be a top priority. Additionally, Congress is 

expected to consider a number of reauthorization measures, including the 

annual National Defense Authorization Act. As the presidential and 

congressional races are sorted out over the next couple weeks, we know that 

next year will bring us significant changes, challenges, and opportunities for 

the law enforcement and homeland security communities. Earlier this week, 

BBM released an initial review of potential changes that we will see next year. 

You can read that summary here. 

  
 

 

BJS Releases Survey of State Criminal History Information Systems, 

2018 - This report presents a snapshot of criminal-history record systems and 
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how cases were tracked through to disposition across the United States and 

its territories as of year-end 2018. From May 2019 to July 2019, SEARCH 

surveyed the administrators of criminal-history record repositories in the 50 

states, the District of Columbia, American Samoa, Guam, Puerto Rico, the 

Northern Mariana Islands, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. This marks the fifteenth 

Survey of State Criminal History Information Systems that SEARCH has 

conducted since 1989. The report is available here. 

  
 

DOJ Released Grant Awards to Fight Violent Crime - The Department of 

Justice’s Office of Justice Programs recently announced that it has awarded 

more than $458 million in grant funding to support state, local, and tribal law 

enforcement efforts to fight and prevent violent crime in jurisdictions across 

the US. OJP’s Bureau of Justice Assistance made 1,094 grants totaling more 

than $369 million. You can read more here. 

  
 

Fourth Annual Attorney General’s Award for Distinguished Service in 

Policing - Attorney General Barr recently announced the recipients of the 

Fourth Annual Attorney General’s Award for Distinguished Service in Policing, 

recognizing the exceptional work of 23 law enforcement officers and deputies 

from 12 jurisdictions across the country. The Attorney General’s Award 

recognizes individual state, local, and tribal sworn rank-and-file police officers 

and deputies for exceptional efforts in policing. You can view the press 

release and award winners here. 

  
 

FirstNet Roadmap - The First Responder Network Authority (FirstNet 

Authority) recently issued its updated FirstNet Authority Roadmap, a strategic 

plan for the continuous development and improvement of FirstNet. The 

Roadmap was initially developed in 2019 in consultation with the public safety 

community and this update reflects the evolving interests and priorities of 

present and prospective users of the network. You can read the 

Roadmap here. 

  
 

Blog: FirstNet is Interoperability by Edward Parkinson - The vision for a 

Nationwide Public Safety Broadband Network (FirstNet) is rooted in the 

interoperability challenges that have faced our nation’s first responders for 
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decades. The 9/11 attacks served as a catalyst for recommendations from the 

9/11 Commission for interoperability across networks that transcend individual 

agencies. Congressional action led to the development of the organization 

that I lead, the First Responder Network Authority (FirstNet Authority), that is 

charged by federal law to ensure the building, deployment, operation, and 

improvement of the nationwide public safety broadband network in 

consultation with public safety. You can continue to read the blog post here. 

  
 

MCCA Violent Crime Survey - The Major Cities Chiefs Association release 

its Violent Crime Survey results covering the periods from January 1 through 

September 30. The report compares the number of homicides, rapes, 

robberies, and aggravated assaults between 2019 and 2020 in 67 major 

metropolitan areas. You can view the report here. 

  
 

Marijuana Legalization on the Ballot - This past Tuesday, there were a 

number of ballot initiatives in a number of states that would legalize or 

decriminalize marijuana and other drugs. Most of these ballot initiatives were 

approved by the voters. You can view an overview of these ballot 

initiatives here. 

  
 

November RISS Insider - The latest RISS Insider is now available, and 

features the RISS Property and Recovery Tracking System (RISSProp). 

RISSProp was developed in 2006 by NESPIN to meet its regional law 

enforcement’s need of gathering transactional data including pawn, scrap, and 

secondhand sales. In 2020, RISSProp was upgraded with an innovative 

modern look and several new features. Additionally, the November RISS 

Insider includes the announcement of the 2021 WSIN Human Trafficking 

Summit, and the RISS leadership presentation at the IACP Virtual 

Conference. You can view the RISS Insider (November 2020 Issue) here.  

  
 

+RISS Equals Results - The latest edition of +RISS Equals Results is now 

available and features the assistance from RMIN analytical staff on a 

kidnapping case. The RMIN analyst created social media timelines to illustrate 

the communication between the victim and eight defendants. You can read 

the latest +RISS Equals Results here.  
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CICC Five in 5 Newsletter - The most recent CICC 5 in 5 was released, and 

highlights the refreshed version of the Criminal Intelligence Systems 

Operating Policies 28 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 23 (28 CFR 

Part 23) Online Training Program. Additionally, included within the newsletter 

is an announcement that the Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) data tool has 

been replaced by the FBI’s Crime Data Explorer (CDE), and an 

announcement on virtual conference on 2020 Destination Zero for Officer 

Safety and Wellness. You can view the CICC Five in 5 here.  

 

 

  

 

 

Cellebrite Virtual Summit 

On November 11 & 12, Cellebrite will host a virtual summit that will allow 

participants to learn how an agency can build a Digital Intelligence (DI) strategy that 

leverages technological and organizational capabilities, making digital data more 

accessible, manageable, and actionable. You can read more information here. 

  

 

 

Articles of Interest 
 

Facial recognition used to identify Lafayette Square protester accused of 

assault 

The Washington Post | Justin Jouvenal and Spencer S. Hsu 

A line of U.S. Park Police officers pushed protesters back from Lafayette 

Square on June 1, firing pepper balls and rolling canisters spewing irritant gas 

into the retreating crowds on H Street NW, video shows. Amid screams and 

smoke, a man in a tie-dye T-shirt pulled an officer to the ground and punched 

him in the face, before disappearing into the chaos, according to charging 

documents. The man grabbed another officer, before police caught up with 

him and attempted to make an arrest, authorities said. But the man wrestled 

free and vanished once again. Continue reading here. 

  
 

Judge allows Trump police panel to publish report, but with disclaimer 
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The Hill | Justine Coleman 

A judge ruled Monday to allow President Trump’s police panel to publish its 

report and recommendations as long as it includes a disclaimer that the report 

was drafted in violation of federal open meeting laws. U.S. District Judge John 

Bates, who was appointed by George W. Bush, issued his decision after he 

temporarily blocked the law enforcement commission from releasing its report 

last month. Bates initially halted the report’s publication after the NAACP 

Legal Defense and Educational Fund (NAACP LDF) filed a lawsuit arguing 

that the panel disobeyed the Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA), which 

requires “advisory” committee meetings to be “open to the public.” Continue 

reading here. 

 

 

 

  

BBM PODCAST 

  

So You’re Saying There’s a 

Chance: COVID Relief Talks Continue 

(10/23/20) 

  

Two weeks ago, BBM released its latest 

podcast where we shared detailed 

information on the status of Congress 

passing a COVID relief package ahead of 

the November 3 elections. While 

November 3 has come and passed, but 

of the discussion is still relevant to furture 

COVID package discussions. The 

podcast is available here. 

  

 

 

 

 
Hearings & Markups Happening This 
Week 
 

There were no hearings held this week in the House or Senate. 

https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=gng.dE_j3lzpAro&b=5d4dJhrBRJk56Fs3g9quDA
https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=gng.dE_j3lzpAro&b=YiEdWeDtM9wrbUTiIYbytQ


  
 

Upcoming Scheduled Hearings/Markups: 
 

Senate Judiciary Committee - Full Committee Hearing 

Oversight of the Crossfire Hurricane Investigation: Day 4 

November 10 @ 10:00 am - 106 Dirksen 

 

 

 

Legislation on the Floor This Week 
 

House: 

  

The House met in pro forma sessions on November 2 and November 5. 
 

Senate: 

  

Note: Due to Senate scheduling and rules, additional items not listed may be added to 

the calendar for consideration. 

  

The House met in pro forma sessions on November 3 and November 6. 

  

 

 

Recap of Last Week's Hearings & 
Markups 
 

Note: For more details on any of the following hearings, we can provide access to 

hearing transcripts upon request. 

  

 

Senate Commerce Committee - Full Committee Hearing - October 28 

Does Section 230’s Sweeping Immunity Enable Big Tech Bad Behavior? 

Summary: This hearing held by the Senate Commerce Committee, with 

witnesses from the major social media and technology platforms, examined 

potential updates to Section 230. While Section 230 was the topic for 
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discussion, Senators focused most of their questioning on technology 

companies censoring some voices, or not doing enough to censor certain 

voices. There appeared to be general support among the Senate panel for the 

need for reforms to  Section 230, although for different reasons. 

 

 

Legislation Considered Last Week 
 

House: 

  

The House met in pro forma sessions on October 27 and October 30. 

  

Senate: 

  

Nomination of Amy Coney Barrett, to be an Associate Justice of the 

Supreme Court of the United States 

Status: Confirmed by the Senate on 10/26; Approved by the Senate Judiciary 

Committee on 10/22. 
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