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The Brooks Bawden Moore Weekly Update and Analysis highlights the previous 

week’s floor and committee activities within the US Senate and House of 

Representatives, and this week’s congressional activities that relate to law 

enforcement and homeland security matters. The weekly update also lists 

legislation introduced the previous week, which may be of interest to the law 

enforcement and homeland security communities. Please let us know if you would 

like to know more about any of the items described in the update. Additionally, 

please feel free to distribute this product as you see fit. 

  

 

To view the PDF version of the Weekly Update & Analysis, click here. 
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The House and Senate met in pro forma sessions this week, with the House 

not scheduled to return until after the November elections, and the Senate 

Judiciary Committee held the nomination hearings for Amy Coney Barrett to 

be an Associate Justice on the Supreme Court. The Committee is expected to 

vote on her nomination on October 22. 

  
 

COVID Relief Funding - The negotiations on a potential COVID package 

continue between Speaker Pelosi and Treasury Secretary Mnuchin, however 

disagreements remain. Additionally, Senate Majority Leader McConnell has 

poured cold water on the topline numbers being proposed by Pelosi and the 

White House, putting action in the Senate on those proposals in doubt. 

McConnell has stated that he would bring up next week a slimmed down $500 

billion bill to provide additional small business loans. 

  
 

International Statement: End-To-End Encryption and Public Safety - 

Attorney General Barr, along with six of his peers from around the world 

recently released a statement on the significant challenges to public safety, 

including to highly vulnerable members of our societies like sexually exploited 

children that end-to-end encryption can pose. The statement calls on 

technology companies to work with governments to take the following steps: 

Embed the safety of the public in system designs, thereby enabling 

companies to act against illegal content and activity effectively with no 

reduction to safety, and facilitating the investigation and prosecution of 

offences and safeguarding the vulnerable; Enable law enforcement access to 

content in a readable and usable format where an authorization is lawfully 

issued, is necessary and proportionate, and is subject to strong safeguards 

and oversight; and Engage in consultation with governments and other 

stakeholders to facilitate legal access in a way that is substantive and 

genuinely influences design decisions. You can read that statement here. 

  
 

DOJ Forecasts an Increase in Counter Unmanned Aerial Systems 

Protection Activities and Criminal Enforcement Actions - The Department 

of Justice recently announced the protection activities undertaken by the FBI 

to counter the threat posed by Unmanned Aircraft Systems at certain National 

Special Security Events, Special Events Assessment Rating events, and 

https://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?l=J6Gvt&m=g1qVLXOSSlzpAro&b=SAWdvw.20plf.PiDqdApFg


select mass gatherings throughout the country over the past fiscal year.  DOJ 

and the FBI are publicizing protection activities in an effort to deter careless 

and criminal UAS operators in light of an anticipated increase in enforcement 

activity in response to the misuse of UAS. You can read more here. 

  
 

Grants to Advance Forensic Science - The Office of Justice Programs 

recently announced the release of almost $192 million to fund crime 

laboratories, decrease DNA backlogs, support basic and applied forensic 

research, and help law enforcement identify missing persons. You can view 

the announcement here. 

  
 

Grants to Support Testing and Tracking of Sexual Assault Kits - The 

Office of Justice Programs recently announced the release of more than $45 

million to help law enforcement agencies and crime labs process sexual 

assault evidence and increase the number of sexual assault kits submitted to 

crime labs in order to solve more crimes, including cold cases. You can read 

more about those awards here. 

  
 

FBI Brief on Election Security - The FBI recently hosted a briefing with its 

state and local law enforcement partners on election security activities. FBI 

leaders from Criminal Investigative Division, Counterterrorism Division, 

Counterintelligence Division, CJIS, Directorate of Intelligence and Critical 

Incident Response Group provided briefings on election security issues. You 

can find a readout from the call here. 

  
 

DEA National Take Back Day - The National Prescription Drug Take Back 

Day is October 24, 2020 starting at 10:00am. This event is a safe, convenient, 

and responsible way to dispose of unused or expired prescription drugs at 

locations in communities throughout the country. You can learn more here. 

  

#DEATakeBack Miss America Camille Schrier 's Take Back Day 
PSA 30 sec (Closed Caption) 
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Largest Domestic Seizure of Methamphetamine in DEA History - The 

Drug Enforcement Administration Acting Administrator Timothy Shea and local 

law enforcement officials announced the announced the seizure of 893 

pounds of cocaine, 13 pounds of heroin, and 2,224 pounds of crystal 

methamphetamine, which is the largest domestic seizure of crystal 

methamphetamine in DEA history. You can read the DEA press release here. 

  
 

National Faith & Blue Weekend - Last weekend was the inaugural National 

Faith & Blue weekend. This initiative seeks to build bridges between 

communities and law enforcement. These connections are built through 

activities that are held in neighborhoods of every kind across the U.S., jointly 

hosted by houses of worship and local law enforcement entities. You can find 

an overview of the approximately 1,000 activities that took place across the 

country here. 

  
 

CICC 5 in 5 Newsletter - The most recent CICC 5 in 5 was released, and 

highlights a video from the FBI that focusses on best practices after school 

shooting tragedies, including family reunification, dealing with accompanying 

trauma, and crisis planning. Additionally, the newsletter includes information 

on a webinar discussing resources used by the Internet Crimes Against 

Children (ICAC) Task Force investigators and how they can assist child 

advocacy center employees to protect children, a webinar discussing co-

responder programs for which behavioral health clinicians and a new PERF 

report covering incidents of mass violence and how police chiefs and sheriffs 

play an important, multifaceted role in the response to incidents of mass 

violence. You can view the CICC 5 in 5 here.  

  
 

Policing Reform Statements: In response to the tragic death of George 

Floyd in Minneapolis, there have been calls for significant reforms to policing 

practices.  Many of the national law enforcement associations have released 

statements and/or general policy proposals to address policing reform. We 

have compiled an overview of those statements here. 
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Cellebrite Virtual Summit 

On November 11 & 12, Cellebrite will 

host a virtual summit that will allow 

participants to learn how an agency can 

build a Digital Intelligence (DI) strategy 

that leverages technological and 

organizational capabilities, making digital 

data more accessible, manageable, and 

actionable. You can read more 

information here. 

  

Secure Community Network 

Webinar: 

Two Years After the Pittsburgh Attack: 

The Evolution and Future of Securing 

the Jewish Community - Join the 

Secure Community Network in 

conversation with survivors from the 27 

October 2018 attack, along with safety 

and security experts, to commemorate 

the lives of those tragically lost and to 

chart the path forward for a safer, more 

secure and resilient Jewish community. 

Register here. 

  

 

 

 
 
Articles of Interest 
 

Clarence Thomas wants to reel in Section 230 

Axios | Ashley Gold 

The long-standing but now hotly contested law that keeps online platforms 

from being held liable for what users post should be narrowed, conservative 

Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas wrote Tuesday. Why it matters: 

Section 230 of the Communications Decency Act is a growing target of 

bipartisan ire. Thomas, arguably the most conservative member of the 

Supreme Court, is laying down a marker as the likely confirmation of Amy 

Coney Barrett looks set to tip the high court further right. Continue 

reading here. 

  
 

Two deaths a day: S.F. drug overdoses fueled by fentanyl are spiking, 

figures show 

San Francisco Chronicle | Heather Knight 

At the San Francisco Medical Examiner’s Office, the bodies just keep coming. 

Roughly two every day. Each one requires yet another autopsy and yet 

another call to a devastated family with the same terrible message: Your loved 
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one died of a drug overdose. New numbers provided to The Chronicle show 

1,070 bodies were examined by the San Francisco Medical Examiner’s Office 

from Jan. 1 through Aug. 31. And 468 of them died of an overdose. Continue 

reading here. 

  
 

The Marijuana Lobby Spends Big on Bills Americans Don't Want 

Newsweek | Kevin Sabet 

There has been a big push to commercialize and legalize marijuana lately. 

And while advocates insist this push derives from a desire to increase racial 

equality and social justice, the real reason is far more cynical: the almighty 

dollar. Last year, Big Marijuana spent a record $11 million on federal lobbying, 

and $3.3 million in the last quarter alone. According to Open Secrets, at least 

$4.5 million has been spent by groups such as the Cannabis Trade 

Federation, the National Cannabis Roundtable and Canopy Growth to lobby 

federal lawmakers on marijuana issues so far this year. Continue 

reading here. 

  

 

 

 

  

Money, Money, Money! – Government 

Funding & COVID Relief Outlook 

(10/2/20) 

  

Please check out BBM’s latest 

podcast. As noted above, COVID relief 

negotiations continue, however there still 

does not appear to be a path forward with 

a compromise bill before the November 

elections. BBM released a podcast on 

October 2nd, detailing the dynamics of 

the relief negotiations. The podcast is 

available here. 
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Hearings & Markups Happening This 
Week 
 

Senate Judiciary Committee - Full Committee Nomination Hearing 

Nomination of the Honorable Amy Coney Barrett to be an Associate Justice of 

the Supreme Court of the United States 

October 12 @ 9:00 am - 216 Hart 

  

Senate Judiciary Committee - Full Committee Nomination Hearing 

Nomination of the Honorable Amy Coney Barrett to be an Associate Justice of 

the Supreme Court of the United States (Day 2) 

October 13 @ 9:00 am - 216 Hart 

  

Senate Judiciary Committee - Full Committee Nomination Hearing 

Nomination of the Honorable Amy Coney Barrett to be an Associate Justice of 

the Supreme Court of the United States (Day 3) 

October 14 @ 9:00 am - 216 Hart 

  

Senate Judiciary Committee - Full Committee Nomination Hearing 

Nomination of the Honorable Amy Coney Barrett to be an Associate Justice of 

the Supreme Court of the United States (Day 4) 

October 15 @ 9:00 am - 216 Hart 

  
 

Upcoming Scheduled Hearings/Markups: 
 

Senate Judiciary Committee - Full Committee Markup - October 22 @ 9:00 

am 

Nomination of Amy Coney Barrett, to be an Associate Justice of the Supreme 

Court of the United States 

Status: To be considered by the Senate Judiciary Committee on 10/22. 

  

 

 

 

 
Legislation on the Floor This Week 
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House: 

  

The House met in pro forma sessions on October 6 and October 9. 
 

Senate: 

  

Note: Due to Senate scheduling and rules, additional items not listed may be added to 

the calendar for consideration. 

  

The Senate met in pro forma sessions on October 6 and October 9. 

 

 

Recap of Last Week's Hearings & 
Markups 
 

Note: For more details on any of the following hearings, we can provide access to 

hearing transcripts upon request. 

  

Senate Judiciary Committee - Full Committee Hearing 

Oversight of the Crossfire Hurricane Investigation: Day 4 

October 6 @ 10:00 am - 106 Dirksen - CANCELED 

  

 

 

Legislation Considered Last Week 
 

House: 

  

The House met in pro forma sessions on October 13 and October 16. 

  

Senate: 

The Senate met in pro forma sessions on October 13 and October 16. 
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