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Latest News 
 
• The House and Senate were in session this week, with the House approving a slew of bills 

affecting the law enforcement community, including legislation to monitor, investigate, and 

prosecute domestic terrorism, legislation to address missing and murdered indigenous 

women, and legislation to address child abuse and domestic violence among Native Ameri-

cans. There were also a number of hearings in both the House and Senate affecting the 

law enforcement community, including the confirmation hearing of Chad Wolf to be Sec-

retary of Homeland Security. The Senate Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs 

Committee will vote on his nomination next week. Additionally, there was a hearing on 

threats to the homeland, and a hearing on social media’s role in radicalizing individuals.  

 
• FY 2021 Appropriations & COVID Relief Funding - The House approved a Contin-

uing Resolution to fund the Federal government through December 11. The Senate is ex-

pected to approve this measure next week. This will avert a government shutdown, as the 

fiscal year ends on September 30. Negotiations on a COVID related stimulus bill contin-

ues, with the potential for consideration next week, should an agreement be reached. 

However, numerous sticking points remain including on the overall price-tag and how 

much would go towards state and locals.  

 
• IADLEST Report on Science-Based Approach to Training and Education - The 

International Association of Directors of Law Enforcement Standards and Training 

(IADLEST) and its Partner Advisory Committee (IPAC) have released a new Science-

Based Learning digital report – “Why Law Enforcement Needs to Take a Science-Based 

Approach to Training and Education” – to serve as a reference point for chiefs, sheriffs, 

mayors, risk managers, Peace Officer Standards and Training (POST) Directors, training 

academy directors and all those who have an investment in police training and education. 

Topics covered in the report include evidence-based training, the science of human per-

formance and skills development, sustaining a science-based approach, enhancing online 

learning, and measuring performance outcomes. You can read the report here.   

 
• +RISS Equals Results - The latest edition of +RISS Equals Results is now available, and 

features the use of surveillance equipment from MAGLOCLEN during an investigation 

involving the Pagan Outlaw motorcycle gang. Law enforcement received information that 

the gang was involved in the manufacturing and distribution of drugs in the Philadelphia 

area. You can read the latest +RISS Equals Results here.  

 
• DOJ’s Proposed Section 230 Legislation - The Department of Justice recently re-

leased draft legislation that they sent to Congress for consideration that would reform 

Section 230 of the Communications Decency Act. The proposed reforms would focus on 

two areas, promoting transparency and open discourse, and addressing illicit activity 

online. You can read more on the proposal here. 

 
• Results of Operation SOS - The Department of Justice recently announced the results 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/qn7vc6lkbekm165/BBM%20Special%20Update%20-%20FY%202021%20Appropriations.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/8dub7774owobtq2/BBM%20Special%20Update%20-%20Summary%20FY%202021%20WH%20Budget%20Request.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/oacd9cdy0aht9es/BBM%20Special%20Update%20-%20FY%202020%20Appropriations.pdf?dl=0
https://www.fema.gov/homeland-security-grant-program
https://www.fema.gov/homeland-security-grant-program
https://www.dropbox.com/s/1xto854be6v434s/BBM%20Weekly%20Congress%20Update%209-14-20.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/m0xe99ceuy7irid/BBM%20Weekly%20Congress%20Update%209-8-20.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/6rnnwjit2zuy48u/BBM%20Weekly%20Congress%20Update%208-31-20.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/9wub31z7eto81cq/BBM%20Weekly%20Congress%20Update%208-17-20.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/y5ee2fzo4hmwwvq/BBM%20Weekly%20Congress%20Update%208-10-20.pdf?dl=0
http://www.bbm-dc.com/
http://www.bbm-dc.com/
https://www.iadlest.org/training/science-based-training
https://riss.cmail20.com/t/ViewEmail/t/1F73ABBFD6E7F50D2540EF23F30FEDED/FBFEF0547A3310F05281BC0AA5ABFD98
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-unveils-proposed-section-230-legislation
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in the fight against the opioid crisis two years after the launch of Operation Synthetic Opioid Surge (S.O.S). The pro-

gram aimed at reducing the supply of synthetic opioids in 10 high impact areas and identifying wholesale distribution 

networks and international and domestic suppliers. You can read more on the results of the Operation here. 

 
• BBM Podcast on the Byrne JAG Program - Please check out BBM’s latest podcast episode, which includes a dis-

cussion on the Byrne Justice Assistance Grant (Byrne JAG) Program.  Our guest, the Director of Government Affairs 

for the National Criminal Justice Association (NCJA), Elizabeth Pyke, provides details on the Byrne JAG Program and 

we discuss how penalty provisions included in many of the policing and criminal justice reform proposals that Congress 

is reviewing would impact the program. The episode is available here.   

 
• CICC 5 in 5 Newsletter - The most recent CICC 5 in 5 was released, and highlights a new webinar that provides 

insight and strategies to effectively rethink how police agencies operate and connect with the community, and a webi-

nar that will discuss the importance of using data to identify problematic patterns that need correction as well as best 

practices that could be replicated for the criminal justice system. You can view the CICC 5 in 5 here.  

 
• Policing Reform Statements: In response to the tragic death of George Floyd in Minneapolis, there have been calls 

for significant reforms to policing practices.  Many of the national law enforcement associations have released state-

ments and/or general policy proposals to address policing reform. We have compiled an overview of those statements 

here. 

 

 

• ARTICLES OF INTEREST: 

Legal marijuana poses an unnecessary public health risk 

The CT Mirror | William Butka 
Congress has called for a vote on H.R. 3884, which involves the legalization of Marijuana.  I have written to all of Con-

necticut’s Congressional representatives, strongly urging them to reject this legislation.  I cannot believe that Congress 

would consider this legislation, especially at a time when our country is burning and there is destruction and violence 

nationwide. Consider all the scientific and medical research on the effects associated with marijuana use, such as: 100% 

increase in motor vehicle deaths; 40% to 50% increase in hospital visits; 40% to 50% increase in mental health diagnoses 

(it has its own treatment designation, “Marijuana Psychosis”); Increase in school dropout rates; Increase in young adults 

with serious mental illness; Increase in marijuana violence; and Increase in workplace accidents and usage Continue 

reading here. 

 

Bipartisan representatives demand answers on expired surveillance programs 

The Hill | Chris Mills Rodrigo 
Reps. Pramila Jayapal (D-Wash.) and Warren Davidson (R-Ohio) on Thursday spearheaded a letter pressing the Trump 

administration to detail its current surveillance programs after the March expiration of the USA Freedom Act. The let-

ter to Attorney General William Barr and Director of National Intelligence John Ratcliffe raises concerns that the ad-

ministration may be using an executive order to illegally engage in mass surveillance. Executive Order 12333, issued in 

1981, has been used before to conduct operations without statutory authorization or congressional oversight. Contin-

ue reading here. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Hearings & Markups Happening This Week 
 

House Judiciary Committee - Courts Subcommittee Hearing 

Maintaining Judicial Independence and the Rule of Law: Examining the Causes and Consequences of Court Capture 

September 22 @ 2:00 pm - 2141 Rayburn 

 

Senate Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs Committee - Subcommittee on Federal Spending Oversight 

State and Local Cybersecurity: Defending Our Communities from Cyber Threats amid COVID-19 

http://www.bbm-dc.com/
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-announces-results-fight-against-opioid-crisis-two-years-after-launch
https://anchor.fm/melissa-nee3/episodes/A-Primer-on-Byrne-JAG-and-Policing-Reform-Penalties-ejmh40.
http://createsend.com/t/t-765C15DB37E9E0322540EF23F30FEDED
https://www.dropbox.com/s/zxgqlfwbm3n9od4/Policing%20Reform%20Statements.pdf?dl=0
https://ctmirror.org/category/ct-viewpoints/legal-marijuana-poses-an-unnecessary-public-health-risk/
https://thehill.com/policy/technology/518122-bipartisan-representatives-demand-answers-on-expired-surveillance-programs
https://judiciary.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=3347
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/subcommittees/fso/hearings/state-and-local-cybersecurity-defending-our-communities-from-cyber-threats-amid-covid-19
http://www.bbm-dc.com/
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September 22 @ 3:00 pm - 342 Dirksen & Video Conference 

 

Senate Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs Committee - Full Committee Hearing 

Nomination of the Honorable Chad F. Wolf to be Secretary, U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

September 23 @ 10:00 am - 342 Dirksen & Video Conference 

 

Senate Commerce Committee - Full Committee Hearing 

Revisiting the Need for Federal Data Privacy Legislation 

September 23 @ 10:00 am - 253 Russell 

 

Senate Judiciary Committee - Intellectual Property Subcommittee Hearing  

Examining Threats to American Intellectual Property: Cyber-attacks and Counterfeits During the COVID-19 Pandemic 

September 23 @ 2:30 pm - 226 Dirksen 

 

House Judiciary Committee - Constitution Subcommittee Hearing 

Oversight of the Civil Rights Division of the Department of Justice 

September 24 @ 9:30 am - 2141 Rayburn 

 

Senate Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs Committee - Full Committee Hearing 

Threats to the Homeland 

September 24 @ 10:00 am - 342 Dirksen & Video Conference 

 

Senate Commerce Committee – Communications Subcommittee Hearing 

An Evaluation of FirstNet’s Progress 

September 24 @ 10:00 am - 253 Russell 

 

House Energy & Commerce Committee - Consumer Protection Subcommittee Hearing 

Mainstreaming Extremism: Social Media’s Role In Radicalizing America 

September 24 @ 11:00 am - Video Conference 

 

 
Upcoming scheduled hearings/markups: 

 

Senate Judiciary Committee - Full Committee Hearing 

Oversight of the Crossfire Hurricane Investigation: Day 3 

September 30 @ 10:00 am - G50 Dirksen 

 

Senate Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs Committee - Full Committee Markup - September 30 @ 10:00 am  

Nomination of Chad Wolf to be Secretary of Homeland Security 

Status: To be considered by the Senate Homeland Security Committee on 9/30. 

 

House Homeland Security Committee - Border Security Subcommittee Hearing 

Examining DHS' Management of Trusted Traveler Programs 

September 30 @ 10:00 am - 310 Cannon   

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Legislation on the Floor This Week 

 

House: 

 

H.R. 4957 – Native American Child Protection Act 

http://www.bbm-dc.com/
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/nomination-of-the-honorable-chad-f-wolf-to-be-secretary-us-department-of-homeland-security
https://www.commerce.senate.gov/2020/9/revisiting-the-need-for-federal-data-privacy-legislation
https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/meetings/examining-threats-to-american-intellectual-property-cyber-attacks-and-counterfeits-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://judiciary.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=3353
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/09/14/2020/threats-to-the-homeland
https://www.commerce.senate.gov/2020/9/an-evaluation-of-firstnet-s-progress
https://energycommerce.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/hearing-on-mainstreaming-extremism-social-media-s-role-in-radicalizing
https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/meetings/oversight-of-the-crossfire-hurricane-investigation-day-3
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/09/23/2020/business-meeting-
https://www.congress.gov/nomination/116th-congress/2235?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22chad+wolf%22%5D%7D&s=3&r=1
https://homeland.house.gov/examining-dhs-management-of-trusted-traveler-programs
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/4957/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr4957%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=1
http://www.bbm-dc.com/
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Status: Approved by the House on 9/21. 
Summary: Programs to address child abuse and family violence among Native Americans would be reauthorized through 

fiscal 2026. The measure would also establish a National Indian Resource Services Center to offer technical assistance and 

training to address child abuse and neglect. The House Natural Resources Committee approved the bill by unanimous con-

sent on December 5, 2019.   

 

H.R. 5602 – Domestic Terrorism Prevention Act of 2020 

Status: Approved by the House on 9/21. 
Summary: Offices dedicated to monitoring, investigating, and prosecuting perpetrators of domestic terrorism would be 

established in the Homeland Security and Justice departments and the FBI. The three agencies would report biennially on 

the threat posed by domestic terror.  

 

H.R. 5309 – CROWN Act of 2020 

Status: Approved by the House on 9/21. 
Summary: This bill prohibits discrimination based on a person's hair texture or hairstyle if that style or texture is com-

monly associated with a particular race or national origin. Specifically, the bill prohibits this type of discrimination against 

those participating in federally assisted programs, housing programs, public accommodations, and employment. The bill stip-

ulates that a person shall have equal rights and shall not be subjected to prohibited practices based on their hair texture or 

style. The bill provides for enforcement procedures under the applicable laws. 

 

H.R. 6100 – STOP FGM Act of 2020  

Status: Approved by the House on 9/21. 
Summary: To amend title 18, United States Code, to clarify the criminalization of female genital mutilation, and for other 

purposes.  

 

S. 227 – Savanna's Act 

Status: Approved by the House on 9/21; Approved by the Senate on 3/11. 
Summary: This bill directs the Department of Justice (DOJ) to review, revise, and develop law enforcement and justice 

protocols to address missing or murdered Native Americans. The bill requires DOJ to provide training to law enforcement 

agencies on how to record tribal enrollment for victims in federal databases; develop and implement a strategy to educate 

the public on the National Missing and Unidentified Persons System; conduct specific outreach to tribes, tribal organiza-

tions, and urban Native American organizations regarding the ability to publicly enter information through the National 

Missing and Unidentified Persons System or other non-law enforcement sensitive portal; develop guidelines for response to 

cases of missing or murdered Native Americans; provide training and technical assistance to tribes and law enforcement 

agencies for implementation of the developed guidelines; and report statistics on missing or murdered Native Americans. 
Tribes may submit their own guidelines to respond to cases of missing or murdered Native Americans to DOJ. The bill 

authorizes DOJ to provide grants for the purposes of (1) developing and implementing policies and protocols for law en-

forcement regarding cases of missing or murdered Native Americans, and (2) compiling and annually reporting data relating 

to missing or murdered Native Americans. Federal law enforcement agencies must modify their guidelines to incorporate 

the guidelines developed by DOJ. The Federal Bureau of Investigation shall include gender in its annual statistics on missing 

and unidentified persons published on its website. 

 

S. 982 – Not Invisible Act of 2019  

Status: Approved by the House on 9/21; Approved by the Senate on 3/11. 
Summary: This bill increases the coordination of efforts to reduce violent crime within Indian lands and against Indians. 

Specifically, the Department of the Interior must designate an official within the Bureau of Indian Affairs to coordinate pre-

vention efforts, grants, and programs related to missing Indians and the murder and human trafficking of Indians. In addition, 

Interior and the Department of Justice (DOJ) must (1) establish a joint commission on violent crime within Indian lands and 

against Indians, and (2) submit a written response to the recommendations developed by the joint commission. The joint 

commission must develop and make publicly available recommendations to Interior and DOJ on actions to combat violent 

crime against Indians and within Indian lands, including recommendations for identifying, reporting, and responding to in-

stances of missing persons, murder, and human trafficking. 

http://www.bbm-dc.com/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/5602/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr5602%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/5309/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr5309%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6100/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr6100%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/227/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22s227%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/982/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22s982%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=6
http://www.bbm-dc.com/
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H.R. 5546 – Effective Assistance in the Digital Era  

Status: Approved by the House on 9/21 
Summary: Monitoring privileged communications between an incarcerated person and their legal counsel would be pro-

hibited by the bill. The bill would direct the Justice Department to create a program, or modify an existing one, through 

which inmates in federal prisons could send and receive electronic communications that are protected by attorney-client 

privilege and would not be monitored.  

 

S. 1321 – Defending the Integrity of Voting Systems Act 

Status: Approved by the House on 9/21; Approved by the Senate on 7/17. 
Summary: This bill broadens the definition of "protected computer," for purposes of computer fraud and abuse offenses, 

to include a computer that is part of a voting system.  

 

S. 1380 – Due Process Protections Act 

Status: Approved by the House on 9/21; Approved by the Senate on 5/20. 
Summary: This bill requires a federal judge in criminal proceedings to issue an order confirming the obligation of the pros-

ecutor to disclose exculpatory evidence.  

 

H.R. 5053 – Justice for Juveniles Act  

Status: Approved by the House on 9/21. 
Summary: Under the bill, prisoners younger than 22 would be exempt from administrative requirements and limitations 

that apply to inmates bringing federal lawsuits regarding prison conditions. The exemption would also apply to suits brought 

regarding prison conditions experienced before the prisoner turned 22.  

 

H.R. 451 – Don't Break Up the T-Band Act of 2020  

Status: Approved by the House on 9/23 
Summary: This bill repeals the requirement for the Federal Communications Commission to reallocate and auction the 

470-512 MHz band (referred to as the "T-Band spectrum"). The T-Band spectrum is a frequency range currently utilized by 

public-safety entities in certain urban areas.  

 

H.R. 1646 – HERO Act 

Status: Approved by the House on 9/21. 
Summary: This bill establishes a series of programs relating to the behavioral health of public-safety officers (e.g., law-

enforcement officers, firefighters, ambulance crew members, and 9-1-1 operators). For example, the bill establishes (1) a 

public-safety officer suicide-reporting system at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and (2) a grant program 

for peer-support behavioral health and wellness programs within fire departments and emergency medical services agencies.  

 

H.R. 4564 – Suicide Prevention Lifeline Improvement Act of 2020, as amended  

Status: Approved by the House on 9/21. 
Summary: This bill expands the requirements for the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline Program. Specifically, the Sub-

stance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration must (1) develop a plan to ensure the provision of high quality 

service, (2) strengthen data-sharing agreements to facilitate the transmission of epidemiological data from the program to 

the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and (3) implement a pilot program focused on using other communica-

tions platforms (e.g., social media and texting) for suicide prevention. The bill also directs the Government Accountability 

Office to study the program. 

 

H.R. 4585 – Campaign to Prevent Suicide Act, as amended 

Status: Approved by the House on 9/21. 
Summary: This bill requires the Department of Health and Human Services, in coordination with the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention and the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, to develop, implement, and 

evaluate a national media campaign focused on suicide prevention. In addition, the national suicide prevention hotline must 

be a three-digit, toll-free number.  

http://www.bbm-dc.com/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/5546/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr5546%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=7
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/1321/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22s1321%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=8
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/1380/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22s1380%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=9
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/5053/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+5053%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=10
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/451/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+451%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/1646/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+1646%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/4564/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+4564%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/4585/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+4585%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=4
http://www.bbm-dc.com/
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H.R. 5619 – Suicide Prevention Act  

Status: Approved by the House on 9/21. 
Summary: This bill requires the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to establish two grant programs to 

prevent self-harm and suicide. First, HHS must award grants to state, local, and tribal health departments to expand surveil-

lance of self-harm. In awarding these grants, HHS must prioritize recipients in areas that experience rates of nonfatal suicid-

al behavior that are above the national average and must take into account other factors such as the unique needs of rural 

communities. As a condition of receiving this funding, recipients must agree to share data on suicide and self-harm with the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Second, HHS must award grants to hospital emergency departments for pro-

grams to prevent suicide attempts among patients after discharge, including programs for screening patients for self-harm 

and suicide and providing short-term preventive services, as appropriate. In addition, HHS must develop standards of prac-

tice for such screenings. 

 

H.R. 5664 – Leveraging Information on Foreign Traffickers  

Status: Approved by the House on 9/22. 
Summary: To amend the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 to ensure adequate time for the preparation of the 

annual Trafficking in Persons Report, require the timely provision of information to the Office to Monitor and Combat Traf-

ficking in Persons and the Bureau of Diplomatic Security of the Department of State regarding the number and location of 

visa denials based, in whole or in part, on grounds related to human trafficking, and for other purposes.  

 

H.R. 8337 – Continuing Appropriations Act, 2021 and Other Extensions Act  

Status: Approved by the House on 9/22. 
Summary: This bill provides continuing FY2021 appropriations to federal agencies through December 11, 2020, and ex-

tends several programs. The CR funds most programs and activities at the FY2020 levels with several exceptions that pro-

vide funding flexibility and additional appropriations to various programs. In addition, the bill extends several authorities and 

programs, including surface transportation programs; public health, Medicare, and Medicaid authorities and programs; sever-

al authorities related to veterans benefits; the National Flood Insurance Program; the Appalachian Regional Commission; 

the U.S. Parole Commission; the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program; and several authorities relat-

ed to immigration. The bill also includes provisions that increase and expand U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services fees 

for providing premium processing services for certain immigration-related applications, and reauthorize a program that pro-

vides incentives (e.g., limitations on civil liability) for corporations to self-report antitrust violations to the Department of 

Justice. 

 

Senate: 

 

Note: Due to Senate scheduling and rules, additional items not listed may be added to the calendar for consideration.  

 

S.Res. 722 - National Forensic Science Week  

Status: Approved by the Senate on 9/24 

Summary: A resolution recognizing and supporting the goals and ideals of National Forensic Science Week. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Recap of Last Week’s Hearings & Markups 

 

Note: For more details on any of the following hearings, we can provide access to hearing transcripts upon request. 

 

House Oversight & Reform Committee - Civil Rights Subcommittee Hearing 

Confronting Violent White Supremacy (Part IV): White Supremacy in Blue—The Infiltration of Local Police Departments 

September 15 @ 10:00 am - Video Conference - HEARING POSTPONED 

 

House Judiciary Committee - Full Committee Markup - September 15 @ 10:00 am 

http://www.bbm-dc.com/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/5619/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+5619%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/5664/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+5664%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=6
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8337/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+8337%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=8
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-resolution/722/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22sres722%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=1
https://oversight.house.gov/legislation/hearings/confronting-violent-white-supremacy-part-iv-white-supremacy-in-blue-the
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H.R. 5309 - Creating a Respectful and Open World for Natural Hair Act of 2019 

Status: Approved by the House Judiciary Committee on 9/15. 
Summary: This bill prohibits discrimination based on a person's hair texture or hairstyle if that style or texture is 

commonly associated with a particular race or national origin. Specifically, the bill prohibits this type of discrimina-

tion against those participating in federally assisted programs, housing programs, public accommodations, and em-

ployment. The bill stipulates that a person shall have equal rights and shall not be subjected to prohibited practices 

based on their hair texture or style. The bill provides for enforcement procedures under the applicable laws. 

 

H.R. 7718 - Protecting the Health and Wellness of Babies and Pregnant Women in Custody Act 

Status: Approved by the House Judiciary Committee on 9/15. 
Summary: To address the health needs of incarcerated women related to pregnancy and childbirth, and for other 

purposes.  

 

H.R. 8161 - One-Stop Shop Community Reentry Program Act of 2020 

Status: Approved by the House Judiciary Committee on 9/15. 
Summary: To authorize implementation grants to community-based nonprofits to operate one-stop reentry cen-

ters.  

 

H.R. 6813 - Promoting Alzheimers Awareness to Prevent Elder Abuse Act 

Status: Approved by the House Judiciary Committee on 9/15. 
Summary: To amend the Elder Abuse Prevention and Prosecution Act to improve the prevention of elder abuse 

and exploitation of individuals with Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias.  

 

H.R. 8169 - Elder Abuse Protection Act of 2020  

Status: Approved by the House Judiciary Committee on 9/15. 
Summary: To amend the Elder Abuse Prevention and Prosecution Act to authorize the Elder Justice Initiative, to 

require that online resources of such initiative are made available in Spanish, and for other purposes.  

 

H.R. 7636 - Custodial Interrogation Recording Act 

Status: Approved by the House Judiciary Committee on 9/15. 
Summary: This bill directs the Department of Justice to make grants for state and local governments to record 

custodial interrogations.  

 

H.R. 8235 - Open Courts Act of 2020 

Status: Approved by the House Judiciary Committee on 9/15. 

Summary: To provide for the modernization of electronic case management systems, and for other purposes.  

 

Senate Commerce Committee - Full Committee Markup - September 16 @ 9:45 am - 325 Russell 

S. 4568 - Forensic Science Research and Standards Act 

Status: Approved by the Senate Commerce Committee on 9/16. 
Summary: To facilitate the development and distribution of forensic science standards by establishing in the Na-

tional Institute of Standards and Technology the Organization of Scientific Area Committees for Forensic Science, 

and for other purposes. 

 
House Oversight & Reform Committee - Full Committee Markup - September 16 @ 10:00 am - 2154 Rayburn & Video 

Conference 

H.R. 7496 - COVID PREPARE Act 

Status: Approved by the House Oversight & Reform Committee on 9/16. 
Summary: This bill requires federal agencies to submit to Congress plans for responding to any resurgence of 

COVID-19 (i.e., coronavirus disease 2019). Specifically, each agency shall submit (1) an initial report detailing an 

action plan, informed by research and best practices learned from the onset of COVID-19 and previous presiden-

tially declared emergencies, for addressing the needs and mitigating and eliminating the risks and challenges associ-

http://www.bbm-dc.com/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/5309/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr5309%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7718/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr7718%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8161/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr8161%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6813/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr6813%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=4
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https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8235/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr8235%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=7
https://www.commerce.senate.gov/2020/9/executive-session
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4568/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22s4568%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=10
https://oversight.house.gov/legislation/markups/the-committee-will-consider-the-following-1-hr-4774-internet-of-things
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7496/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr7496%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=3
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ated with any resurgence in COVID-19 cases; and (2) subsequent reports, on a quarterly basis until the President 

ends the declared emergency, that update the details submitted in the plan. 

 

H.R. 7548 - Made in America: Preparation for a Pandemic Act of 2020 

Status: Approved by the House Oversight & Reform Committee on 9/16. 
Summary: To amend title 41, United States Code, and the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, to ensure availability 

of personal protective equipment during pandemics and other public health emergencies through stockpile require-

ments and domestic manufacturing incentives, and for other purposes.  

 

House Homeland Security Committee - Full Committee Hearing - September 17 

Worldwide Threats to the Homeland 
Summary: The House Homeland Security Committee held its annual hearing on worldwide threats to the United States. 

The committee hosted FBI director Christopher Wray and Director of the National Counterterrorism center (NCTC) 

Christopher Miller. A lengthy discussion occurred over the absence of Acting Secretary Chad Wolf who defied a subpoena 

for his participation in this hearing. The witnesses covered a wide range of topics including international terrorism, foreign 

election interference, cyber threats, and the purported rise of domestic threats; emphasizing that the threats today are 

more ideologically and geographically diffuse than in 2001. Director Wray discussed the FBI’s role in domestic protests that 

turned violent and the ongoing and functional relationship with social media platforms. Members of the committee were 

particularly interested in the threats posed by domestic groups like the Boogaloos, Antifa and Proud Boys.  

 

House Armed Services Committee - Intelligence Subcommittee Hearing - September 17 

Interim Review of the National Security Commission on Artificial Intelligence Effort and Recommendations 
Summary: The House Armed Services Subcommittee on Intelligence and Emerging Threats and Capabilities held a hearing 

to review the National Security Commissions work on Artificial intelligence and recent recommendations. The FY ’21 

NDAA included 11 reform amendments based on the Commissions first quarter recommendations, including provisions to 

strengthen the AI workforce. The hearing focused on the need to establish ethical standards to guide the use of AI. The 

commission stressed that AI is an important tool for homeland security with applications to border protection, cyber de-

fense, critical infrastructure protection, counterterrorism, counterintelligence investigations and in countering malign infor-

mation operation. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Legislation Considered Last Week 

 

House: 

 

H.R. 4990 - Election Technology Research Act of 2020 

Status: Approved by the House on 9/16. 
Summary: This bill directs the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST), the National Science Foundation 

(NSF), and other agencies to support research on voting systems. NIST, in collaboration with the NSF, must carry out re-

search related to the security and integrity of voting systems. NIST shall make an award to an institution of higher educa-

tion or a nonprofit organization to establish a Center of Excellence in Election Systems. The NSF, in collaboration with oth-

er agencies, shall award basic research grants to increase the understanding of cyber and other threats to voting systems 

and to inform the development of technologies, processes, and policies that contribute to more secure, fair, and accessible 

elections. The NSF shall award grants to institutions of higher education or nonprofit organizations to establish at least one 

multidisciplinary center for elections systems research and education. NIST shall establish and make available common data 

format specifications for auditing, voter registration, and other elements of voting systems. The General Accountability Of-

fice must report on, among other things, the extent to which NIST's efforts to assist in the development of voluntary voting 

systems guidelines have resulted in market-ready standardized voting equipment and software. 

 

H.R. 3659 - Danny's Law 

Status: Approved by the House on 9/16. 

http://www.bbm-dc.com/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7548/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr7548%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=4
https://homeland.house.gov/activities/hearings/08/25/2020/worldwide-threats-to-the-homeland
https://armedservices.house.gov/hearings?ID=70C87ECC-DF3E-4B34-A8C7-CA9EE8B70B3A
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/4990/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr4990%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=7
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/3659/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr3659%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=8
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Summary: This bill requires the President to establish an Anti-Bullying Roundtable to study bullying in elementary and 

secondary schools in the United States. The roundtable must submit a report about best practices concerning bullying, in-

cluding recommendations for (1) combating bullying, (2) educating school officials to recognize bullying, and (3) helping par-

ents to address the early warning signs of bullying with their children. 

 

S. 2683 - Child Care Protection Improvement Act of 2020 

Status: Approved by the House as amended on 9/16; Approved by the Senate on 3/5. 
Summary: This bill establishes an interagency task force, chaired by the Administration for Children and Families, to sup-

port states in conducting required criminal background checks for childcare staff members. Specifically, the task force must 

consult with relevant state agencies and develop recommendations and best practices. This includes evaluating how agencies 

are responding to interstate requests for information about staff, or prospective staff, who have lived in another state with-

in the preceding five years. The task force must submit a final report with its recommendations within one year of the first 

meeting of the task force.  

 

H.R. 7909 - Ensuring Children and Child Care Workers Are Safe Act of 2020  

Status: Approved by the House on 9/16. 
Summary: This bill provides federal support to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 (i.e., coronavirus disease 2019) in child 

care provider settings during the period of community spread of the virus. Specifically, the Department of Health and Hu-

man Services (HHS) must (1) provide technical assistance to states, Indian tribes, and tribal organizations regarding the ac-

quisition and use of protective equipment and training related to COVID-19 transmission prevention, among other things; 

and (2) publish specified information and facilitate the sharing of best practices related to the safe operation of child care 

providers. HHS may also make grants for the designated lead agency in a state to provide assistance and guidance to child 

care providers. 

 

Senate: 

 

S. 924 - Jenna Quinn Law 

Status: Approved by the Senate on 9/17. 
Summary: This bill allows the Department of Health and Human Services to provide grants for evidence-informed child 

sexual abuse awareness programs in schools. The bill also modifies the eligibility for child abuse prevention grants to states 

and community-based organizations to require that grant recipients support sexual abuse education, training, and reporting.  

 

S. 1160 - Supporting Family Mental Health in CAPTA Act 

Status: Approved by the Senate on 9/17. 

Summary: To amend the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act to increase support for mental health.  

http://www.bbm-dc.com/
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Legislation Introduced Last Week 

Date Introduced Bill Number Sponsor Description 

9/17/2020 HR 8310 Mike Rogers (R-AL-3) 
To amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to provide for en-
hanced visa security, and for other purposes. 

9/17/2020 HR 8309 Mike Rogers (R-AL-3) 
To authorize certain authorities of the Department of Homeland 
Security, and for other purposes. 

9/17/2020 HR 8301 Debbie Lesko (R-AZ-8) 
To withhold a percentage of Federal funding from State and local 
prosecutors who fail to faithfully prosecute crimes related to pro-
tests and riots. 

9/17/2020 S 4628 Chuck Grassley (R-IA) 
A bill to provide for a 1-year extension of the Public-Private Partner-
ship Advisory Council to End Human Trafficking. 

9/17/2020 S 4626 Roger Wicker (R-MS) 
A bill to establish data privacy and data security protections for con-
sumers in the United States. 

9/17/2020 S 4612 
Dianne Feinstein (D-

CA) 
A bill to designate methamphetamine as an emerging threat, and for 
other purposes. 

9/17/2020 S 4605 Thom Tillis (R-NC) 
A bill to amend title 18, United States Code, to punish criminal 
offenses targeting law enforcement officers, and for other purposes. 

9/16/2020 HR 8272 Clay Higgins (R-LA-3) 
To amend title 18, United States Code, to prohibit physically imped-
ing an ambulance from providing emergency medical treatment, and 
for other purposes. 

9/16/2020 S. 4602 John Kennedy (R-LA) A bill to prohibit the obstruction of emergency vehicles. 

9/16/2020 SRes 697 Rick Scott (R-FL) 
A resolution expressing support for the brave men and women of 
our law enforcement agencies and urging the people of the United 
States to "Back the Blue". 

9/15/2020 S 4580 Kelly Loeffler (R-GA) 
A bill to reauthorize the Act entitled "An Act to authorize funding to 
conduct a national training program for State and local prosecutors". 

9/15/2020 S 4577 
Marsha Blackburn (R-

TN) 
A bill to require online enrollment for the PreCheck Program of the 
Transportation Security Administration. 

9/14/2020 HR 8239 
Eddie Bernice Johnson 

(D-TX-30) 

To facilitate the development and distribution of forensic science 
standards by establishing in the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology the Organization of Scientific Area Committees for Fo-
rensic Science, and for other purposes. 

9/14/2020 HR 8235 Hank Johnson (D-GA-4) 
Open Courts Act of 2020 - To provide for the modernization of elec-
tronic case management systems, and for other purposes. 

9/14/2020 S 4568 Roger Wicker (R-MS) 

A bill to facilitate the development and distribution of forensic sci-
ence standards by establishing in the National Institute of Standards 
and Technology the Organization of Scientific Area Committees for 
Forensic Science, and for other purposes. 

http://www.bbm-dc.com/
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Upcoming Events/Conferences 
 

2020 ASCIA Fall Conference 

October 15-17—New Orleans, LA CANCELED 

 

MCCA 2020 Fall Meeting  

October 15-17—New Orleans, LA  

 

IACP 2020 

October 21-23—Virtual Conference 

 

2020 National Fusion Center Association Annual Training Event 

December 8-10—Virtual Conference 

 

2021 National Narcotic Officers’ Associations’ Coalition Annual Meeting 

January 31-February 3, 2021—Washington, DC CANCELED 

 

MARGIN 14th Annual Gang Training Conference 

March 21-24, 2021—Hanover, MD 
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