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Latest News 
 
• BBM Fiscal Year 2021 Appropriations Special Update - BBM has recently compiled 

an overview of the fiscal year 2021 draft appropriations bills to include a side-by-side com-

parison of previous years numbers, and proposed policy riders included within the draft 

bills. The House has introduced all twelve of its fiscal year (FY) 2021 appropriations bills, 

and have moved ten on them through the House. The Senate has not introduced any of its 

annual appropriations bills. It is unlikely an agreement will be reached on the justice and 

homeland security bills before the end of the fiscal year on September 30, resulting in the 

need for a continuing resolution for an unbeknownst amount of time. You can read the 

BBM FY 2021 Appropriations Special Update here.  

 
• Congressional Update - The House and Senate will meet in pro forma sessions this 

week, with the House expected to reconvene on Saturday to consider legislation concern-

ing the U.S. Postal Service, and the House Oversight & Reform Committee has scheduled 

a hearing next week on the Postal Service. The House, Senate and White House continue 

to negotiate on the next COVID stimulus package, however numerous sticking points 

remain and a deal is unlikely for the foreseeable future. Absent an agreement, the Senate is 

not expected to return for regular legislative business until September 8, and aside from 

addressing the Postal Service, the House is not expected to return until September 14. 

 
• DNC & RNC National Conventions - The Democratic National Convention is being 

held this week, with keynote speeches being done virtually, and limited meetings held in 

Milwaukee, WI. It is expected that policing reform, criminal justice reform, and other so-

cial justice issues will be discussed. The Republican National Convention will begin this 

weekend. 

 
• Upcoming Secure Community Network Webinars: The Secure Community Net-

work will be hosting a four-part webinar series on safety and security considerations for 

this year’s unique and challenging High Holiday season. (View the flyer here) 

Cyber Preparedness for the High Holidays 

August 20, 2020 @ 2:00 pm (EDT) 
Best practices and guidance for synagogues and communities planning observances on vid-

eo and social media platforms, to include Zoom, Facebook Live and Streamspot  

 

Firearms & the Faithful  

August 26, 2020 @ 2:00 pm (EDT) 
Discussion with law enforcement and security experts regarding armed security in Jewish 

institutions.  

 

Safety & Security Considerations for Outdoor Services and Gatherings  

September 2, 2020 @ 2:00 pm (EDT) 
Panel discussion on best practices for outdoor event safety and security for communities 

planning outdoor observances.  
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Personal Safety for Lay & Professional Leadership During the High Holidays  

September 9, 2020 @ 2:00 pm (EDT) 
Best practices & safety guidance for clergy, professional and lay leadership hosting observances in their homes or syna-

gogues/shuls.  

 
• Use of Technology to Detect and Mitigate UAS’s - The DOJ, FAA, DHS, and FCC recently issued an interagency 

advisory guidance document to help non-federal public and private entities better understand the federal laws and regu-

lations that may apply to the use of capabilities to detect and mitigate threats posed by Unmanned Aircraft Systems 

(UAS) operations.  The guidance provides a brief overview of various provisions of the U.S. criminal code enforced by 

DOJ, as well as federal laws and regulations related to aviation safety and efficiency, transportation and airport security, 

and the radiofrequency spectrum administered respectively by the FAA, DHS, and FCC. You can view the advisory 

here.  

 
• MCSA August Newsletter - The Major County Sheriffs of America recently released its August 2020 Newsletter. 

Included within the newsletter is a video from Major County Sheriffs of America Vice President Sheriff Mark Napier as 

he announces the Pima County Sheriff’s Department (AZ) Law Enforcement Reform Act, Hennepin County Sheriff’s 

Department’s community engagement efforts, and a spotlight on Wayne County, MI Sheriff’s Office handing out 

COVID-19 care packages to the community. You can read the newsletter here. 

 
• Atlantic Council Report on Reforming DHS - Last week, the Atlantic Council released a report on suggested 

reforms to the Department of Homeland Security. The report discusses the direction of DHS’s mission and how to 

address the challenges faced by the department. The report outlines key recommendations that the agency should con-

sider to refocus its mission to lead the defense of the United States against major nonmilitary threats. Key recommen-

dations from the report that could have an impact on how DHS interacts and shares information and resources with 

state and local law enforcement entities are summarized here. You can view the report here. 

 
• Policing Reform Statements: In response to the tragic death of George Floyd in Minneapolis, there have been calls 

for significant reforms to policing practices.  Many of the national law enforcement associations have released state-

ments and/or general policy proposals to address policing reform. We have compiled an overview of those statements 

here. 

  

 

• ARTICLES OF INTEREST: 

AT&T’s exclusive FirstNet to boost mobile network capacity for first responders 

NBC News | Dominique Smith  
With a quarter-million visitors to the Black Hills, most, if not all with cell phones, AT&T is increasing its local mobile 

network capacity. Last year, visitors used more than nine terabytes of mobile data, which has a definite impact on first 

responders and public safety workers. That has prompted AT&T to increase capacity of its exclusive FirstNet, which is 

dedicated to public safety. “We isolate that network for public safety, so that they always have the bandwidth they 

need to perform their duties to be able to make sure they’re caring for the community in the best way possible,” said 

Senior Vice President for FirstNet, Jason Porter. The network has been used for large events, as well as during natural 

disasters such as hurricanes, and wildfires. Continue reading here. 

 

CDC: One quarter of young adults contemplated suicide during pandemic 

Politico | Brianna Ehley 
One in four young adults between the ages of 18 and 24 say they've considered suicide in the past month because of 

the pandemic, according to new CDC data that paints a bleak picture of the nation's mental health during the crisis. 

The data also flags a surge of anxiety and substance abuse, with more than 40 percent of those surveyed saying they 

experienced a mental or behavioral health condition connected to the Covid-19 emergency. The CDC study analyzed 

5,412 survey respondents between June 24 and 30. The toll is falling heaviest on young adults, caregivers, essential 

workers and minorities. While 10.7 percent of respondents overall reported considering suicide in the previous 30 
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days, 25.5 percent of those between 18 to 24 reported doing so. Almost 31 percent of self-reported unpaid caregivers 

and 22 percent of essential workers also said they harbored such thoughts. Hispanic and Black respondents similarly 

were well above the average. Continue reading here. 

 

Facing the ‘defund the police’ movement, mayors launch national reform group 

The Washington Post | Tom Jackman 
With public anxiety still rising about the need to curb police brutality, the U.S. Conference of Mayors on Monday 

launched a police reform and racial justice working group to devise recommendations on policing and “to help end the 

injustices facing black Americans.” The mayors of Chicago, Tampa and Cincinnati were named to the group, along with 

the police chiefs of Baltimore, Phoenix and Columbia, S.C. Former D.C. police chief Charles Ramsey and the former 

executive director of President Barack Obama’s Task Force on 21st Century Policing will also participate, the mayors 

said in a news release. No officers groups or police unions were listed as participants. Continue reading here. 

 

Calls to defund the police are dangerous 

CNN | Opinion by James A. Gagliano  
As the police officer who kneeled on George Floyd's neck faces charges of second degree murder and manslaughter, a 

national debate on policing continues to take center stage. Protests around the country led to dangerous calls to 

"defund the police" and "abolish the police," and the New York City Council voted last month to cut $1 billion from 

the NYPD's nearly $6 billion annual budget for the 2020 fiscal year. The department, which oversees almost 36,000 

officers, now suffers a drastic budget-reduction close to 17%. In Minneapolis, the city council proposed a plan 

to replace the police department and invest in community-based public safety programs, although the move has been 

blocked from the ballot in a recent vote. And in Seattle, elected officials have started chipping away at their police de-

partment -- death by a thousand budget cuts. The once unthinkable now threatens to become a reality across the na-

tion. Continue reading here. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Hearings & Markups Happening This Week 
 

There were no hearings in the House or Senate this week. 

 
Upcoming scheduled hearings/markups: 

 

Nothing scheduled at this time. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Legislation on the Floor This Week 

 

House: 

 

The House is scheduled to meet in pro forma sessions on August 18 and August 21. 

 

Senate: 

 

Note: Due to Senate scheduling and rules, additional items not listed may be added to the calendar for consideration.  

 

The Senate is scheduled to meet in pro forma sessions on August 18 and August 21. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Recap of Last Week’s Hearings & Markups 

 

Note: For more details on any of the following hearings, we can provide access to hearing transcripts upon request. 

 

There were no hearings in the House or Senate. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Legislation Considered Last Week 

 

House: 

 

The House met in pro forma sessions on August 11 and August 14. 

 

Senate: 

 

The Senate did not consider any legislation affecting the law enforcement or homeland security communities. 



 

www.bbm-dc.com │300 M Street, S.E. Suite 402 Washington D.C. 20003 │ (202) 350-0103 

Page 5 

A U G U S T  1 7  -  2 8 ,  2 0 2 0  

W E E K L Y  U P D A T E  

Legislation Introduced Last Week 

Date Introduced Bill Number Sponsor Description 

8/14/2020 HR 8059 David Trone (D-MD-6) 
To direct the Secretary of Homeland Security to submit to Congress 
a report on the security and resilience of the United States medical 
supply chains, and for other purposes. 

8/14/2020 HR 8052 Joe Neguse (D-CO-2) 
To establish an Animal Cruelty Crimes Section within the Depart-
ment of Justice's Environment and Natural Resources Division, and 
for other purposes. 

8/14/2020 HR 8048 
James Langevin (D-RI-

2) 

To establish in the Department of Homeland Security a program to 
make grants for emergency information technology expenses, and 
for other purposes. 

8/14/2020 HR 8043 Bill Johnson (R-OH-6) 

To establish a scholarship program for certain individuals who have 
completed at least 2 years of service in the military, emergency 
medical service, police force, or as a teacher's assistant or firefighter, 
and for other purposes. 

8/14/2020 HR 8031 
Jodey Arrington (R-TX-

19) 
To amend title 18, United States Code, to increase the maximum 
term of imprisonment for rioting, and for other purposes. 

8/14/2020 HR 8030 
Jodey Arrington (R-TX-

19) 

To amend title 18, United States Code, to increase certain penalties 
for assaulting, resisting, or impeding certain officers or employees, 
and for other purposes. 

8/14/2020 HRes 1083 
Jodey Arrington (R-TX-

19) 

Expressing the sense of the House of Representatives that the Feder-
al Government immediately restore justice, order, and domestic 
tranquility to protect Federal property, Federal law enforcement and 
other personnel, and the constitutional rights of United States citi-
zens in Portland, Oregon, Seattle, Washington, and cities across the 
country. 

8/11/2020 HR 8008 Raul Grijalva (D-AZ-3) 
To prohibit the use of for-profit facilities and detention centers, and 
for other purposes. 
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Fax: (202) 629-4528 

 

Email: 

rbrooks@bbm-dc.com 

bbawden@bbm-dc.com 

cmoore@bbm-dc.com 

jledden@bbm-dc.com 

mnee@bbm-dc.com 

jschiff@bbm-dc.com 

Brooks Bawden Moore, LLC is a team of experienced 

professionals who serve as trusted advisors to law en-

forcement, homeland security, and intelligence prac-

titioners and solution providers.   

 

Our government relations practice helps clients advance critical 

policy priorities with Congress, federal agencies, and state legisla-

tures.  Our Capitol Hill experience and track record of successful 

advocacy for public safety causes is unmatched.  Our business 

strategy consulting practice enables companies to connect innova-

tive products and services with market needs.  Through decades 

of service we have built a deep network of relationships at the 

local, state, and federal levels. 

B R O O K S  B A W D E N  M O O R E  

T R U S T E D  A D V I S O R S  F O R  B U S I N E S S  

S T R A T E G Y  A N D  P O L I C Y  A D V O C A C Y   

Visit us at: 

www.bbm-dc.com 

Subscribe to the Brooks Bawden Moore  

Weekly Update here, or by emailing Josh at  

jledden@bbm-dc.com 

Upcoming Events/Conferences 
 

2020 ASCIA Fall Conference 

October 15-17—New Orleans, LA CANCELED 

 

MCCA 2020 Fall Meeting  

October 15-17—New Orleans, LA  

 

IACP 2020 

October 21-23—Virtual Conference 

 

2020 National Fusion Center Association Annual Training Event 

December 8-10—Virtual Conference 

 

2021 National Narcotic Officers’ Associations’ Coalition Annual Meeting 

January 31-February 3—Washington, DC CANCELED 
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