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Latest News 
 
• The House met in pro forma sessions this week, and the Senate was in session awaiting an 

agreement on a COVID stimulus bill. The House, Senate and White House continue to 

negotiate on the next COVID stimulus package, however numerous sticking points re-

main, including disagreements on overall costs, liability protections, additional unemploy-

ment benefits, state & local assistance, and other issues. It is unclear whether an agree-

ment will be reached in the near-term. Absent an agreement, the Senate is not expected 

to return for regular legislative business until September 8, while the House is not ex-

pected to return until September 14. 

 
• 2020 Presidential Election - Former Vice President Joe Biden announced that he has 

selected Senator Kamala Harris (D-CA) as his Vice Presidential running mate in the up-

coming presidential election. Harris has spent a career in public service, serving as a prose-

cutor, District Attorney, California Attorney General, and U.S. Senator. You can view 

more on her positions related to policing and criminal justice reform here.  

 
The IACP recently released questionnaire responses on pressing criminal justice policy 

issues from the campaigns of President Donald Trump and former Vice President Joe 

Biden. You can view President Trump’s responses here. You can view former Vice Presi-

dent Joe Biden’s responses here. 

 
• Center for Peer Reviewed Marijuana Research Studies - Smart Approaches to 

Marijuana recently announced the creation of the Center for Peer Reviewed Marijuana 

Research Studies, which includes a collection of some of the latest marijuana research 

studies that focus on marijuana’s impact on youth, pregnancy, mental health, brain devel-

opment, opioid use, addiction & dependence, and more. You can visit it’s website here. 

 
• Ten Essential Actions to Improve School Safety - The COPS Office School Safety 

Working Group recently released a report identifying 10 essential actions that can be tak-

en by schools, school districts, and law enforcement agencies to help prevent critical inci-

dents involving the loss of life or injuries in our nation's schools and to respond rapidly 

and effectively when incidents do occur. These actions are applicable to school shootings 

as well as to other areas of school safety, including natural disasters and traumatic events 

such as student suicide. You can view the report here. 

 
• MCCA Violent Crime Report - The Major Cities Chiefs Association recently released 

it’s violent crime report comparing midyear 2020 and 2019. The report highlights the vio-

lent crime stats in the major cities within the U.S. and Canada. You can view the report 

here. 

 
• IADLEST Press Release on NDI & Training Standards - The International Associa-

tion of Directors of Law Enforcement Standards and Training (IADLEST) released a press 

release detailing the work that IADLEST does to support the innovative development of 
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professional standards in public safety and its assistance to states and international partners with establishing effective 

and defensible standards for the employment and training of public safety personnel. It discusses its work to develop 

the National Decertification Index (NDI) over 20 years ago, which serves as a national registry of certificate or license 

revocations relating to police officer misconduct. You can view the press release here. 

 
• Report On Modernizing The Administrative Procedure Act - The Department of Justice released a report on 

updating and improving the Administrative Procedure Act (APA). The APA sets forth the procedures agencies must 

follow when regulating individuals, businesses, non-profits, and state and local government entities. The report discuss-

es how the administrative state has developed in ways not foreseen by the APA in 1946, how the APA might be legisla-

tively  improved, and how this Administration’s improvements to agencies’ regulatory processes could inform modern-

izing the APA. You can view the report here. 

 
• +RISS Equals Results - The latest edition of +RISS Equals Results is now available, and features a request for assis-

tance from the RMIN RISSafe Watch Center and the RMIN intelligence research staff in identifying, locating, and decon-

flicting a suspect and the suspect’s location involved in a child exploitation investigation. You can read the latest +RISS 

Equals Results here.  

 
• DHS COVID-19 Response Update - The Department of Homeland Security has released a weekly update on its 

efforts to respond to COVID-19. You can read the update here.  

 
• Policing Reform Statements: In response to the tragic death of George Floyd in Minneapolis, there have been calls 

for significant reforms to policing practices.  Many of the national law enforcement associations have released state-

ments and/or general policy proposals to address policing reform. We have compiled an overview of those statements 

here. 

  

 

• ARTICLES OF INTEREST: 

States race to pass policing reforms after Floyd’s death 

AP | Alan Suderman 
The death of George Floyd and widespread protests over racial injustice have prompted several states to move at a 

lightning pace to pass significant policing reform proposals that in some cases have languished for years. The urgency is 

bipartisan, as both Democratic and Republican majorities in various legislatures have moved quickly to pass bills banning 

chokeholds, making it easier to hold officers legally accountable for their actions and other reforms. GOP-controlled 

Iowa took about a week to pass a series of policing bills in mid-June. A week later, the Colorado Legislature, where 

Democrats hold the majority, passed a sweeping police accountability bill that sped through the legislative process with 

bipartisan support. Continue reading here. 

 

I Ran the DHS Intelligence Unit. Its Reports on Journalists are Concerning. 

Lawfare | Francis X. Taylor  
The intelligence arm of the Department of Homeland Security—known as the Office of Intelligence and Analysis (DHS 

I&A)—has received extensive criticism recently, first for questionable intelligence support to law enforcement in Port-

land, Oregon, and then for its deeply problematic intelligence reports naming U.S. journalists reporting on I&A’s own 

actions. Reviews are now underway on what exactly I&A did, but the material that has become public so far is concern-

ing. I led I&A for two and a half years, from 2014 through January 2017. If the facts are confirmed, the office that took 

these actions is not the I&A I led—nor the one that has operated for nearly two decades. Continue reading here. 

 

Cannabis use in pregnancy linked to a greater risk of autism 

The Ottawa Hospital 
In the largest study of its kind, Ottawa researchers found that children whose mothers reported using cannabis during 

pregnancy were at greater risk of autism. The incidence of autism was 4 per 1000 person-years among children ex-

posed to cannabis in pregnancy, compared to 2.42 among unexposed children. The findings were published in the pres-

tigious medical journal Nature Medicine. Recreational cannabis is now legal in Canada, but that doesn't mean it's safe 
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for people who are pregnant or breastfeeding. Health Canada and the Society of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists of 

Canada recommend against these populations using cannabis, and health warnings to this effect appear on cannabis 

packaging. Continue reading here. 

 

Federal report highlights key ways to prevent school attacks 

AP | Michael Balsamo 
School officials nationwide should improve mental health resources, monitor student social media accounts and im-

prove physical security measures, according to a Justice Department report on school safety released Tuesday. The 

report, compiled by the department’s School Safety Working Group, examined what the panel believes are the 10 most 

essential actions that officials can take to prevent mass shootings and other attacks in schools across the U.S. School 

administrators around the nation are grappling with whether to resume in-person classes and restructuring to increase 

social distancing and other measures to prevent the spread of COVID-19. But they also must balance those changes 

with security measures and protocols that have been put in place in recent years to prevent violence. Continue read-

ing here. 

 

Think your mask makes you invisible to facial recognition? Not so fast, AI companies say 

CNN Business | Rachel Metz 
The future of facial recognition technology may depend on one very specific part of the face: the area around the eyes. 

Before the global pandemic, facial recognition systems typically worked by comparing measurements between different 

facial features in one image to those in another picture. But when you're wearing a mask over your nose, mouth, and 

cheeks, you're offering up a fraction of the information normally used to figure out your identity. Now, numerous facial 

recognition companies say they are focusing on better identifying people based on the portion of the face above the 

nose and, in particular, the eye region. The stakes are high to get it right, and soon. Continue reading here. 

 

CISA's 'next frontier' around cyber data analytics 

FCW | Derek Johnson 
The Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency is planning a multi-year effort to beef up its data analysis capabili-

ties to help government agencies and the private sector better quantify how digital threats and system vulnerabilities 

affect not just intended victims but also the broader critical infrastructure community. The National Risk Management 

Center at CISA views its core mission as two sides of the same coin. One side involves continuing to push patch man-

agement, cyber hygiene and other basic blocking and tackling activities. The little things that organizations still don't 

take seriously enough and have helped contribute to a noted increase in successful ransomware attacks over the past 

few years. Continue reading here. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Hearings & Markups Happening This Week 
 

There were no hearings in the House or Senate this week. 

 
Upcoming scheduled hearings/markups: 

 

Nothing scheduled at this time. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Legislation on the Floor This Week 

 

House: 

 

The House met in pro forma sessions on August 11 and August 14. 
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Senate: 

 

Note: Due to Senate scheduling and rules, additional items not listed may be added to the calendar for consideration.  

 

Nothing affecting the law enforcement or homeland security communities. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Recap of Last Week’s Hearings & Markups 

 

Note: For more details on any of the following hearings, we can provide access to hearing transcripts upon request. 

 

House Homeland Security Committee - Cybersecurity Subcommittee Hearing - August 4 

Secure, Safe, and Auditable: Protecting the Integrity of the 2020 Elections 
Summary: The House Homeland Security Cybersecurity, Infrastructure Protection, and Innovation Subcommittee held a 

hearing to discuss election security and the 2020 Election.  The committee discussed a wide range of issues including disin-

formation and foreign interference efforts by adversaries, the need to support expanded vote by mail due to the covid-19 

crisis, and funding to ensure the safety and integrity of the 2020 election. The committee also discussed the challenges in 

recruiting poll workers and issues with the postal service. 

 

Senate Judiciary Committee - Constitution Subcommittee Hearing - August 4 

The Right of the People Peaceably to Assemble: Protecting Speech by Stopping Anarchist Violence 
Summary: The Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on the Constitution held a hearing to discuss the rise of civil unrest and 

protest movements following the death of George Floyd. Subcommittee Chair, Ted Cruz introduced legislation called the 

RECLAIM Act which would create a federal cause of action to sue a municipality or city for the destruction of property 

during a riot. The hearing focused on the actions by both protestors and federal peace officers in areas like D.C. and Port-

land. 

 

Senate Judiciary Committee - Full Committee hearing - August 5 

Oversight of the Crossfire Hurricane Investigation: Day 2 
Summary: The Senate Judiciary Committee hosted former U.S. Deputy Attorney General Sally Yates to answer questions 

regarding  Russian interference in the 2016 election and her role in the Crossfire Hurricane Investigation. Yates was ques-

tioned about the approval of FISA applications that were later found to be misleading and conversations regarding the Logan 

Act that occurred in the Oval Office. 

 

Senate Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs Committee - Full Committee Hearing - August 6 

Oversight of DHS Personnel Deployments to Recent Protests 
Summary: The Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee hosted Acting Secretary of DHS Chad 

Wolf to discuss the deployment of DHS personnel to recent protests. Wolf discussed the mission and responsibility of the 

Federal Protective Service and discussed the dangerous environment that has led to over 140 federal peace officers being 

injured in Portland alone. The hearing also spent time discussing Operation Legend and the recent rise of crime in urban 

areas. Minority Ranking Member, Gary Peters, urged DHS to develop plans to counter the rise of white supremacist groups 

including the Boogaloo movement. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Legislation Considered Last Week 

 

House: 

 

The House met in pro forma sessions on August 4 and August 7. 
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Senate: 

 

S. 3455 - No TikTok on Government Devices Act 

Status: Approved by the Senate on 8/6. 
Summary: This bill prohibits federal employees from using the social media video application TikTok on government-

issued devices. Specifically, the bill prohibits employees and officers of the United States, Members of Congress, congres-

sional employees, and officers and employees of government corporations from downloading or using TikTok, or any suc-

cessor application from the developer, on any device issued by the federal government or a government corporation, with 

the exception of specified activities (e.g., cybersecurity research). 

 

S. 3703 - Promoting Alzheimer's Awareness to Prevent Elder Abuse Act 

Status: Approved by the Senate on 8/6. 
Summary: To amend the Elder Abuse Prevention and Prosecution Act to improve the prevention of elder abuse and ex-

ploitation of individuals with Alzheimer's disease and related dementias.  
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Legislation Introduced Last Week 

Date Introduced Bill Number Sponsor Description 

8/7/2020 HR 7990 David Trone (D-MD-6) 
To prioritize efforts of the Department of State to combat interna-
tional trafficking in covered synthetic drugs and new psychoactive 
substances, and for other purposes. 

8/7/2020 HR 7987 Adam Smith (D-WA-9) 

To require the Transportation Security Administration to standardize 
the enrollment process for individuals applying for multiple TSA Se-
curity Threat Assessment programs, including the TWIC, HAZMAT 
Endorsement, and TSA PreCheck programs of the Administration, 
and for other purposes. 

8/7/2020 HR 7984 Max Rose (D-NY-11) 
To amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to enhance the De-
partment of Homeland Security's oversight of certain intelligence 
matters, and for other purposes. 

8/7/2020 HR 7983 
Ayanna Pressley (D-MA

-7) 
To report data on COVID-19 in Federal, State, and local correctional 
facilities, and for other purposes. 

8/7/2020 HR 7977 
Debbie Mucarsel-
Powell (D-FL-26) 

To require federally licensed firearms manufacturers, importers, and 
dealers and their employees to undergo annual training to be eligible 
to sell a firearm, to require a notice to be posted at retail firearms 
locations that describes the signs of unlawful firearms purchases, to 
require such licensees to maintain a minimum level of business liabil-
ity insurance, and for other purposes. 

8/7/2020 HR 7951 Jim Banks (R-IN-3) 
To amend the Revised Statute to codify the defense of qualified im-
munity in the case of any action under section 1979, and for other 
purposes. 

8/7/2020 HR 7949 Ben Cline (R-VA-6) 
To direct the chief information officer of each agency to increase 
efforts to manage data centers, and for other purposes. 

8/6/2020 S 4514 
Jeanne Shaheen (D-

NH) 

A bill to prioritize efforts of the Department of State to combat inter-
national trafficking in covered synthetic drugs, including new psycho-
active substances, and for other purposes. 

8/6/2020 S 4491 
Dianne Feinstein (D-

CA) 
A bill to designate methamphetamine as an emerging threat, and for 
other purposes. 

8/6/2020 S 4478 
Richard Blumenthal (D-

CT) 

A bill to amend the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 to en-
sure adequate time for the preparation of the annual Trafficking in 
Persons Report and to require the timely provision of information to 
the Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons and the Bu-
reau of Diplomatic Security of the Department of State regarding the 
number and location of visa denials based on grounds related to hu-
man trafficking. 

8/6/2020 S 4466 Tina Smith (D-MN) 
A bill to authorize the Attorney General to make grants to improve 
public safety, and for other purposes. 

8/6/2020 SRes 668 Kelly Loeffler (R-GA) 
A resolution commemorating the Federal Law Enforcement Training 
Center's 50th Anniversary. 

8/5/2020 S 4445 Tom Cotton (R-AR) 
A bill to establish appropriate rules for prosecutors and Federal judg-
es to carry a concealed firearm. 

8/5/2020 S 4443 
Richard Blumenthal (D-

CT) 

A bill to amend title 18, United States Code, to protect more victims 
of domestic violence by preventing their abusers from possessing or 
receiving firearms, and for other purposes. 
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8/5/2020 S 4438 Patrick Leahy (D-VT) 
A bill to amend title 5, United States Code, to protect Federal employ-
ees from retaliation for the lawful use of Federal records, and for oth-
er purposes. 

8/4/2020 HR 7944 
Xochitl Torres Small (D-

NM-2) 

To require the Secretary of Homeland Security to assess technology 
needs along the Southern border and develop a strategy for bridging 
such gaps. 

8/4/2020 HR 7936 
Carolyn Maloney (D-NY

-12) 

To amend title 5, United States Code, to protect Federal employees 
from retaliation for the lawful use of Federal records, and for other 
purposes. 

8/4/2020 HR 7930 James Himes (D-CT-4) 
To amend title 18, United States Code, to protect more victims of do-
mestic violence by preventing their abusers from possessing or receiv-
ing firearms, and for other purposes. 

8/4/2020 S 4425 Kelly Loeffler (R-GA) 
A bill to amend title 18, United States Code, to create a Federal crime 
of destruction of property and looting of certain commercial entities. 

8/4/2020 S 4424 Kelly Loeffler (R-GA) 
A bill to withhold a percentage of Federal funding from State and local 
prosecutors who fail to faithfully prosecute crimes related to protests 
and riots. 

8/3/2020 S 4400 Jeff Merkley (D-OR) 
A bill to regulate the collection, retention, disclosure, and destruction 
of biometric information, and for other purposes. 
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Brooks Bawden Moore, LLC is a team of experienced 

professionals who serve as trusted advisors to law en-

forcement, homeland security, and intelligence prac-

titioners and solution providers.   

 

Our government relations practice helps clients advance critical 

policy priorities with Congress, federal agencies, and state legisla-

tures.  Our Capitol Hill experience and track record of successful 

advocacy for public safety causes is unmatched.  Our business 

strategy consulting practice enables companies to connect innova-

tive products and services with market needs.  Through decades 

of service we have built a deep network of relationships at the 

local, state, and federal levels. 
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S T R A T E G Y  A N D  P O L I C Y  A D V O C A C Y   

Visit us at: 

www.bbm-dc.com 

Subscribe to the Brooks Bawden Moore  

Weekly Update here, or by emailing Josh at  

jledden@bbm-dc.com 

Upcoming Events/Conferences 
 

2020 ASCIA Fall Conference 

October 15-17—New Orleans, LA CANCELED 

 

MCCA 2020 Fall Meeting  

October 15-17—New Orleans, LA  

 

IACP 2020 

October 21-23—Virtual Conference 

 

2020 National Fusion Center Association Annual Training Event 

December 8-10—Virtual Conference 

 

2021 National Narcotic Officers’ Associations’ Coalition Annual Meeting 

January 31-February 3—Washington, DC CANCELED 
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