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Latest News 
 
• The Senate met in pro forma session this week, with the House approving legislation to 

provide public safety officer death and disability benefits for certain public safety officers 

who contract COVID-19. Additionally the House approved legislation to collect data 

about suicides and attempted suicides of current and former officers. This legislation now 

heads to the President for his signature.  Additionally, House Majority Leader Hoyer re-

leased a revised House schedule reflecting changes due to COVID-19. On weekdays when 

the House is not in session voting, those days have been designated Committee Work 

Days with remote participation. 

 
• FY 2021 Appropriations & COVID Supplemental - While the House approved the 

HEROES Act a couple weeks ago, which would provide over $3 trillion to respond to 

COVID-19, the debate continues as to what the next COVID-19 response package will 

ultimately look like. Discussions in the Senate have focused on additional PPP funding, ad-

ditional state and local government funding, unemployment insurance funding, and addi-

tional testing capacity, among other things. There is no indication yet as to timing for con-

sideration in the Senate. Regarding the fiscal year 2021 appropriations process, House 

Appropriations Committee leaders have indicated their desire to have all FY 2021 Appro-

priations bills marked-up and through Committee by the end of July. The Senate is also 

expected to begin consideration of the annual appropriations bills, however, timing is un-

clear. One hang-up continues to be a disagreement on 302(b) allocations, which sets the 

topline spending numbers that each subcommittee has to work with. 

 
• 2018 Fusion Center Assessment Report - The Department of Homeland Security 

recently released the 2018 annual Fusion Center Assessment, which provides a compre-

hensive picture of the performance of the National Network of Fusion Centers. You can 

read the assessment here. 

 
• CRS Report: COVID-19: Resources for Tracking Federal Spending - The Con-

gressional Research Service recently released a report highlighting information on selected 

sources for tracking COVID-19 relief funding provided through the various relief bills 

passed by Congress. You can read the report here.  

 
• Rand Facial Recognition Report - The Rand Corporation recently released a report 

on designing facial recognition systems that protect privacy and prevent bias. The report is 

intended to highlight for policymakers the high-level privacy and bias implications of facial 

recognition technology systems. Additionally, the report made recommendations for con-

sideration based upon its findings. You can view the report here.  

 
• SAFECOM 2020 Strategic Plan Released – SAFECOM advises DHS on public safety 

communications issues including interoperability. SAFECOM guidance shapes how state 

and local governments can spend federal grant funds on communications projects.  The 

advisory body released its latest strategic plan this week.  Check it out here. 
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• ODMAP Report on Impact of COVID-19 on Overdoses - The ODMAP team recently released a report detail-

ing the affect that COVID-19 has had on overdoses. The report The analysis shows that since the first reported case of 

COVID-19, suspected overdose submissions display an average increase of 20% when compared to the same time-

period during the previous year. You can read the report here. 

 
• Further Information on COVID-19 - You can find further links to updates for law enforcement on COVID-19 at 

the Major County Sheriffs of America website here, IACP website here, at the Police Foundation website here, at the 

National Sheriffs Association website here, and at the NCCHC website here. 

 

• CLIENTS IN THE SPOTLIGHT:  
• Interoperability - During a state of emergency, large-scale event, or other major incident that brings together 

multiple jurisdictions and/or technologies, it is imperative for public safety to be able to effectively communicate, 

disseminate and share information, and support on-going crime initiatives and emergency management related inci-

dents. Our friend Col. Rick Fuentes (ret.) recently put together a white paper on how the New Jersey State Police 

used Mutualink interoperability communication technology to allow it to effectively communicate amongst a wide 

variety of public safety agencies and partner entities during a number of major incidents. You can view the white 

paper here. You can watch a short video on how Mutualink can improve your communications through secure 

interoperability here. 

 
• Last week, the Secure Community Network, the official safety and security organization of The Jewish Federa-

tions of North America and the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations hosted a Virtual 

L’Chaim to honor first responders on the frontlines of the COVID-19 fight. The event was hosted by Billy Crystal, 

and included more than 3,000 participants nationwide. Houston spoke on behalf of first responders. Recognized on 

the call was Sheriff Peter Koutoujian, President, Major County Sheriffs of America, Chief Art Acevedo, President, 

Major Cities Chiefs Association, Mike Sena, President, National Fusion Center Association, Patrick Yoes, National 

President, Fraternal Order of Police, and Chief Steven Casstevens, President, International Association of Police 

Chiefs, amongst other public safety leaders. You can watch the replay of the Virtual L’Chaim here. 

 

 

• ARTICLES OF INTEREST: 

It’s time to end the callous policy of inmate Medicaid exclusion 

The Washington Post | Editorial Board 
OBAMACARE GAVE most low-income people Medicaid coverage, extending the health-care plan to the poor and near

-poor. But when they are jailed or imprisoned, an old federal law means their Medicaid coverage disappears. This cal-

lous policy must change. The problem is not that those in custody would get no health care while locked up. The Su-

preme Court ruled that jails and prisons must provide health services to those they are holding, because they are 

wards of the state. Doing anything else would be cruel and unusual. But state and local officials complain they can only 

do so much when their jails and prisons are bursting with people struggling with addiction and mental health issues — 

people who, without consistent and appropriate care, are at high risk of reoffending and returning to custody. Contin-

ue reading here. 

 

FBI needs a warrant just to look at your phone's lock screen, says judge 

Mashable | Matt Binder 
Law enforcement needs a warrant just to look at your phone’s lock screen, according to a new court ruling. Judge John 

Coughenour ruled in U.S. District Court in Seattle that the FBI violated a man’s constitutional rights when they took a 

photo of his Motorola smartphone’s lock screen. The case came before the judge after the man’s lawyer filed a motion 

to suppress evidence obtained from the lock screen, saying that police needed a warrant just to pull that screen up. 

The judge agreed. Continue reading here. 

 

COVID-19 is costing drug cartels millions of dollars 

NBC News | Andrew Blankstein, Tom Winter and Rich Schapiro 
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The coronavirus pandemic has crippled cities and crushed businesses from coast to coast. It’s also costing drug traffick-

ers millions, multiple law enforcement officials told NBC News, because their methods of moving money have been 

compromised. Since the start of the crisis, federal drug agents in major U.S. hubs have seized substantially more illicit 

cash than usual amid statewide lockdowns that have disrupted the way cartels do business, the officials said. “Their 

activities are a lot more apparent than they were three months ago,” said Bill Bodner, special agent in charge of the 

Drug Enforcement Administration’s Los Angeles field office. Continue reading here. 

 

Supreme Court rules against Justice Department to allow prisoners to relocate amid coronavirus 

Washington Examiner | Anthony Leonardi 
The Supreme Court won't block a lower court decision that orders Ohio prisoners at-risk for coronavirus to relocate. 

On Tuesday, the high court issued an unsigned order that temporarily allows more than 800 Ohio prisoners in Elkton 

Federal Correctional Institution, which holds roughly 2,400 inmates, to relocate out of concerns they're more medical-

ly vulnerable to the COVID-19 outbreak, siding against a Justice Department request to block the initial lower court 

order. The order does note, however, that the Trump administration only takes issue with a lower court's order is-

sued back in April, leaving the opportunity for the DOJ to challenge a newer May 19 ruling by the Sixth Circuit U.S. 

Court of Appeals. Continue reading here. 

 

Drug overdoses climb during COVID-19 pandemic 

Roll Call | Sandhya Raman  
Drug overdoses have risen in some areas during the COVID-19 pandemic, less than a year after the Trump administra-

tion touted decreases in the nation’s overdose epidemic. From Memphis to Milwaukee, a range of cities and counties 

across the country are reporting spikes in fatal and nonfatal overdoses. Last year, Trump administration officials high-

lighted progress toward curbing the U.S. overdose crisis of the last decade. In January, Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention data confirmed that the drug overdose death rate fell by 4.6 percent in 2018, after a record-high number of 

deaths in 2017. Continue reading here. 

 

I lost my son to an accidental overdose during COVID-19: Here's what you should know 

Good Morning America | Nicole Pelletiere 
A mother who lost her only child to an accidental drug overdose is speaking out in hopes of saving lives as overdose 

deaths raise national concerns during the novel coronavirus pandemic. Chandler Cook was clean for over a year before 

his sudden death on April 21. The 28-year-old had grown fond of his job as head barback at a restaurant in Jacksonville, 

Florida, and was training to become the head bartender. When he wasn't working, Chandler spent time camping, biking 

and attending music festivals. He had a great relationship with his mom, Michele Holbrook. Continue reading here. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Hearings & Markups Happening This Week 
 

House Oversight & Reform Committee - Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Crisis Briefing 

Supporting America’s Cities: What Mayors Need To Safely Reopen 

May 29 @ 12:00 pm - Video Conference 

 

House Oversight & Reform Committee - National Security Subcommittee Briefing 

Cyberthreats to U.S. and Global Coronavirus Response 

May 29 @ 3:00  

 

Upcoming scheduled hearings/markups: 

 

House Homeland Security Committee - Committee Virtual Event 

Coronavirus and Homeland Security Part Eleven: Election Security & Integrity During a Pandemic 

June 1 @ 3:00 pm - Video Conference 
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Senate Judiciary Committee - Full Committee Hearing 

Examining Best Practices for Incarceration and Detention During COVID-19 

June 2 @ 10:00 am - 106 Dirksen 

 

Senate Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs Committee - Full Committee Hearing 
Nominations of The Honorable Russell Vought to be Director, Office of Management and Budget, and Craig E. Leen to be 

Inspector General, Office of Personnel Management 

June 2 @ 2:30 pm - Video Conference 

 

Senate Judiciary Committee - Full Committee Hearing 

Oversight of the Crossfire Hurricane Investigation: Day 1 

June 3 @ 10:00 am - G50 Dirksen 

 

House Appropriations Committee - Labor HHS Subcommittee Hearing 

COVID-19 Response 

June 4 @ 11:00 am 

 

House Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs Committee - Full Committee Hearing 

Evaluating the Federal Government’s Procurement and Distribution Strategies in Response to the COVID-19 Pandemic 

June 9 @ 10:00 am - Video Conference 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Legislation on the Floor This Week 

 

House: 

 

S. 2746 – Law Enforcement Suicide Data Collection Act  

Status: Approved by the House on 5/27; Approved by the Senate on 5/14. 
Summary: This bill directs the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) to establish a new program—the Law Enforcement 

Officers Suicide Data Collection Program—to prevent and understand law enforcement suicides. Federal, state, local, and 

tribal law enforcement agencies may submit to the FBI, and the FBI must report on, data about suicides and attempted sui-

cides of current and former officers. 

 

H.R. 6509 - Public Safety Officer Pandemic Response Act of 2020 

Status: Approved by the House on 5/27. 
Summary: To amend the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to provide public safety officer death and 

disability benefits for certain public safety officers who contract COVID-19, and for other purposes.  

 

H.R. 6172 – USA FREEDOM Reauthorization Act of 2020 
Status: House approved motion to go to conference with the Senate on 5/28; Approved by the Senate with amendment 

on 5/14; Approved by the House on 3/11. 
Summary: This bill reauthorizes through December 1, 2023, provisions related to intelligence gathering under the Foreign 

Intelligence and Surveillance Act (FISA) and amends FISA-related provisions. The Federal Bureau of Investigation may not 

seek certain FISA-authorized orders to obtain (1) call detail records on an ongoing basis, (2) a tangible thing where a person 

has a reasonable expectation of privacy and a warrant would typically be required, or (3) cellular or GPS location infor-

mation. In applications for certain FISA-authorized orders to obtain information or conduct surveillance, the applicant must 

certify that the Department of Justice (DOJ) has received any information that might raise doubts about the application. The 

bill imposes additional requirements on FISA-authorized orders targeting a (1) U.S. person, or (2) federal elected official or 

candidate. The bill increases criminal penalties for violations related to electronic surveillance conducted under color of law 

or false statements made to the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court (FISA court). The bill broadens the criteria for when 

a FISA court decision shall be declassified and requires the declassification review and release of such opinions within 180 
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days of an opinion being issued. The bill broadens the FISA court's authority to appoint an amicus curiae (an outside party 

that assists in consideration of a case) and expands such amici's powers, such as the power to ask the court to review a 

decision. Each agency that submits applications to the FISA court shall appoint an officer responsible for compliance with 

FISA requirements. 

 

Senate: 

 

Note: Due to Senate scheduling and rules, additional items not listed may be added to the calendar for consideration.  

 

The Senate met in pro forma sessions on May 26 and May 28. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Recap of Last Week’s Hearings & Markups 

 

Note: For more details on any of the following hearings, we can provide access to hearing transcripts upon request. 

 

Senate Banking Committee - Full Committee Hearing - May 19 

The Quarterly CARES Act Report to Congress 
Summary: The Senate Banking Committee held a virtual hearing to begin their quarterly oversight of the CARES Act with 

Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin and Chairman of the Federal Reserve Jerome Powell. The CARES Act provided large 

scale loans, loan guarantees and other investments from the Federal Reserves 13(3) emergency lending facilities and pro-

grams to support individuals, businesses, states, municipalities, and tribes.  This investment provided $454 billion to the Ex-

change Stabilization Fund to support emergency lending. The Committee explored whether it should be acceptable for the 

Treasury to take any loses on its investments and discussed the newly approved Special Inspector General for Pandemic 

Recovery and issues related to the Paycheck Protection Program.  

 

House Homeland Security Committee - Committee Virtual Event - May 20 

Coronavirus and Homeland Security Part Nine: Extremism During the Pandemic 
Summary: The House Homeland Security Committee continued their COVID-19 virtual series, discussing extremist 

groups who are exploiting the health pandemic. The virtual forum was hosted by Rep. Max Rose( D-NY) and Rep. Emanuel 

Cleaver (D-MO) with panelists Jonathan Greenblatt, CEO and National Director of the Anti-Defamation League and Ali 

Soufan, CEO and Chairman of The Soufan Group. The discussion touched on white nationalists groups who have seized the 

moment to advance their interest by pedaling rumors and myths, the engagement in cyber and other terrorist related at-

tacks and the role social media companies can play in countering extremist  engagement on public forums.  

 

House Oversight & Reform Committee - Select Subcommittee Briefing - May 21 

Heroes of the Coronavirus Crisis: Protecting Frontline and Essential Workers During the Pandemic 
Summary: The newly created Select Subcommittee hosted a conversation to highlight the heroic efforts of frontline and 

essential workers, including medical staff, first responders, grocery store workers, drivers, and custodians, among others. 

The panel explored potential reasons for a continued shortage of PPE equipment and supplies, the health and psychological 

effects of frontline workers, and the continued needs of frontline and essential workers. The panel also explored the effects 

of a potential raise for frontline workers. 

 

House Homeland Security Committee - Committee Virtual Event - May 21 

Coronavirus and Homeland Security Part Ten: Perspectives on Response and Recovery 
Summary: The House Homeland Security Committee continued their COVID-19 virtual series, discussing emergency 

preparedness, response, and recovery efforts. The virtual forum was hosted by Rep. Donald Payne, Jr.  (D- NJ) and Rep. 

Cedric Richmond (D-LA) with panelists Lt. General (Ret.) Russel L. Honore, former Commander of Joint Task Force Katri-

na, W. Greg Kierce Director of the Office of Emergency Management in Jersey City, New Jersey, and Detective Sergeant 

Michael Capodanno, Supervising Officer, Essex County Office of Emergency Management.  The panel explored prepared-

ness for the upcoming hurricane season and the role of FEMA within DHS and the disparate impact on minority communi-
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ties. The panel also discussed perceived shortcomings with the federal response to COVID-19, including the need for addi-

tional testing.  

 

House Judiciary Committee - Democrat Webcast - May 22 

Impact of COVID-19 in Prisons and Jails 
Summary: Democrats, on the House Judiciary Committee, hosted a roundtable to discuss COVID-19 in Prisons & Jails. 

Democrat members expressed concerns about prison/jail populations, the staff working in the facilities and the surrounding 

communities. The members questioned the panel on the current conditions, the failure to release some nonviolent prison-

ers, and the implementation of the Emergency Community Supervision Act and the Correctional Facility Emergency Re-

sponse Act.  

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Legislation Considered Last Week 

 

House: 

 

The House met in pro forma session on May 19 and May 22. 

 

Senate: 

 

S.1380 - Due Process Protections Act 

Status: Approved by the Senate on 5/20. 
Summary: This bill requires a federal judge in criminal proceedings to issue an order confirming the obligation of the pros-

ecutor to disclose exculpatory evidence.  

 

Nomination of John L. Ratcliffe, to be Director of National Intelligence. 

Status: Confirmed by the Senate on 5/21. 
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Legislation Introduced Last Week 

Date Introduced Bill Number Sponsor Description 

5/22/2020 HR 7002 Bryan Steil (R-WI-1) 
To amend title 18, United States Code, to increase the penalties for 
trafficking in counterfeit goods, services, or drugs related to a major 
disaster or emergency, and for other purposes. 

5/22/2020 HR 6999 Tim Ryan (D-OH-13) 
To establish the Coronavirus Mental Health and Addiction Assistance 
Network, and for other purposes. 

5/22/2020 HR 6980 Ann Kuster (D-NH-2) 
To extend the period in which Governors of States may order mem-
bers of the National Guard to active duty in connection with the 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19), and for other purposes. 

5/22/2020 HRes 977 Robin Kelly (D-IL-2) 
Expressing support for the designation of June 5, 2020, as "National 
Gun Violence Awareness Day" and June 2020 as "National Gun Vio-
lence Awareness Month". 

5/21/2020 S 3836 Martha McSally (R-AZ) 
A bill to prohibit the use of funds to purchase drones manufactured 
in the People's Republic of China or by Chinese state-controlled enti-
ties. 

5/21/2020 S 3828 Brian Schatz (D-HI) 
A bill to establish an initiative for national testing, contact tracing, 
and pandemic response, and for other purposes. 

5/21/2020 S 3825 Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) 
A bill to establish the Coronavirus Mental Health and Addiction Assis-
tance Network, and for other purposes. 

5/21/2020 S 3815 
Dianne Feinstein (D-

CA) 

NICS Data Integrity Act - A bill to permit the search and retention of 
certain records with respect to conducting criminal background 
checks, and for other purposes. Allows the FBI to maintain gun-
purchase records until background checks are complete.  

5/21/2020 S 3806 
Cindy Hyde-Smith (R-

MS) 

A bill to waive cost share requirements for certain Federal assistance 
provided under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency 
Assistance Act. 

5/21/2020 S 3796 Tom Cotton (R-AR) 
A bill to withhold funding authorized under the CARES Act from any 
State or municipality that provides economic stimulus payments 
through a program designed to exclusively assist illegal aliens. 

5/19/2020 HR 6929 Buddy Carter (R-GA-1) 
To require the Secretary of Commerce and the Federal Trade Com-
mission to conduct a study on facial recognition technology, and for 
other purposes. 
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Brooks Bawden Moore, LLC is a team of experienced 

professionals who serve as trusted advisors to law en-
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titioners and solution providers.   

 

Our government relations practice helps clients advance critical 

policy priorities with Congress, federal agencies, and state legisla-

tures.  Our Capitol Hill experience and track record of successful 

advocacy for public safety causes is unmatched.  Our business 

strategy consulting practice enables companies to connect innova-

tive products and services with market needs.  Through decades 

of service we have built a deep network of relationships at the 
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Visit us at: 

www.bbm-dc.com 

Subscribe to the Brooks Bawden Moore  

Weekly Update here, or by emailing Josh at  

jledden@bbm-dc.com 

Upcoming Events/Conferences 
 

Major Cities Chiefs Association Summer Meeting 

June 2-5—San Francisco, CA CANCELED 

 

National Sheriffs Association 2020 Annual Education & Technology Expo 

June 22-25—Tampa, FL CANCELED 

 

Major County Sheriffs of America 2020 Summer Conference 

June 23-25—Tampa, FL CANCELED 

 

IACP Technology Conference 

June 24 & 25—Virtual Conference 

 

2020 National Homeland Security Conference 

June 29-July 2—Chicago, IL CANCELED 
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