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Latest News 
 
• The House and Senate met in pro forma sessions this week. Both chambers have extend-

ed their recesses, and are now tentatively set to reconvene on May 4, unless emergency 

consideration of legislation is required. Discussions are currently underway in Congress to 

determine further needs and response to COVID-19. 

 
• DEA Resource Guide - The Drug Enforcement Administration recently released its 

2020 Drugs of Abuse Resource Guide. This guide discusses the most commonly abused 

and misused drugs in the United States. The guide includes the most current information 

on new and emerging trends in drug misuse and abuse, including fentanyl, marijuana and 

marijuana concentrates, vaping, and stimulant drugs that continue to impact your commu-

nities. You can view the guide here. 

 
• ATF Firearms Sales Guidance - The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explo-

sives recently released guidance to federal firearms licensees detailing how the industry 

can continue to conduct sales while complying with social distancing orders. According to 

the letter, “An FFL may carry out the requested activities through a drive-up or walk-up 

window or doorway.” You can view that guidance here. 

 
• DOJ Guidance on UAS - The Department of Justice recently issued guidance to protect 

facilities from unmanned aircraft systems (UAS). According to the press release, the guid-

ance outlines the process by which authorized department components can request desig-

nation of facilities or assets for protection under the Preventing Emerging Threats Act of 

2018. You can read the guidance here. 

 
• Grant Deadlines - The Departments of Justice and Homeland Security have extended 

many of their deadlines for various grant applications due to COVID-19. These new dead-

lines are fast approaching. To ensure you do not miss out on these funding opportunities, 

please see the following document listing the various grant opportunities and deadlines. 

You can view the document here. 

 
• Further Information on COVID-19 - You can find further links to updates for law 

enforcement on COVID-19 at the Major County Sheriffs of America website here, IACP 

website here, at the Police Foundation website here, at the National Sheriffs Association 

website here, and at the NCCHC website here. 

 

• ARTICLES OF INTEREST: 
iHeartMedia Announces “iHeartRadio’s First Responder Fridays with FirstNet, 

Built with AT&T,” a Weekly On Air and Live YouTube Stream Special 

Business Wire 
iHeartMedia and FirstNet®, Built with AT&T announced today “iHeartRadio’s First Re-

sponder Fridays with FirstNet, Built with AT&T,” a special four-week tribute series hosted 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/8dub7774owobtq2/BBM%20Special%20Update%20-%20Summary%20FY%202021%20WH%20Budget%20Request.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/oacd9cdy0aht9es/BBM%20Special%20Update%20-%20FY%202020%20Appropriations.pdf?dl=0
https://www.fema.gov/homeland-security-grant-program
https://www.fema.gov/homeland-security-grant-program
https://www.dropbox.com/s/xva5izd7mb87r0m/BBM%20Special%20Update%20-%20Summary%20FY%202020%20Grants%20Application%20Deadlines.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/rikc2bg9541ued7/BBM%20Weekly%20Congress%20Update%204-6-20.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/11azb1wu3m6el9b/BBM%20Weekly%20Congress%20Update%203-30-20.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ikrm4zwf8hhitjj/BBM%20Weekly%20Congress%20Update%203-23-20.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ysu6jzjkdhk79pg/BBM%20Weekly%20Congress%20Update%203-16-20.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/k8ak2g22k5ya8o5/BBM%20Weekly%20Congress%20Update%203-9-20.pdf?dl=0
http://www.bbm-dc.com/
http://www.bbm-dc.com/
https://www.getsmartaboutdrugs.gov/sites/getsmartaboutdrugs.com/files/publications/Drugs%20of%20Abuse%202020-Web%20Version-508%20compliant.pdf
https://www.atf.gov/firearms/docs/open-letter/atf-business-premises-guidance-letter-4-10-2020/download
https://www.justice.gov/ag/page/file/1268401/download
https://www.dropbox.com/s/xva5izd7mb87r0m/BBM%20Special%20Update%20-%20Summary%20FY%202020%20Grants%20Application%20Deadlines.pdf?dl=0
https://mcsheriffs.com/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.theiacp.org/resources/document/law-enforcement-information-on-covid-19
https://www.policefoundation.org/covid-19/
https://www.sheriffs.org/coronavirus
https://www.ncchc.org/blog/covid-19-coronavirus-what-you-need-to-know-in-corrections
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by Ryan Seacrest streamed LIVE on iHeartRadio’s YouTube and broadcasted across more than 90 iHeartRadio stations 

nationwide, honoring first responders and medical professionals on the front lines during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“Supporting first responders is our mission, which is why we are working alongside public safety in delivering the na-

tion’s only Congressionally mandated first responder network that’s there when those that serve us need it most,” said 

Jason Porter, Senior Vice President, FirstNet Program at AT&T. “Through First Responder Fridays, we are honored to 

help celebrate and thank the men, women and their families on the front lines of the COVID-19 pandemic for the com-

mitment they’ve made to all of us.” Continue reading here. 

 

Trump celebrates truck drivers amid coronavirus crisis: 'Thank God for truckers' 

Fox Business | Brittany De Lea 
President Trump held an event at the White House on Thursday to honor truck drivers amid 

the coronavirus pandemic, whom he described as the “lifeblood of our economy.” “In the war against the virus, Ameri-

can truckers are the foot soldiers who are carrying us to victory,” Trump said at the event, of which he deemed the 

theme “thank God for truckers.” U.S. Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao was also at the event and noted states 

have been working to make accommodations for truck drivers, who have had a difficult time accessing food on the 

road. Continue reading here. 

 

Caring for those who can’t care for themselves 

NJ Star Ledger | Rick Fuentes 
My mother, soon to be 92, was recently re-located from a rehabilitation facility in Pennsylvania to a long-term care 

facility in North Jersey. Her facility has an excellent reputation for caregiving and her move there opened greater op-

portunities for her extended family to participate in visits and outings. A week after her admission, the pandemic shut-

tered all in-person visits between families and their loved ones. This is understandable and necessary as a precaution 

against the spread of the coronavirus, particularly among our elderly, who are the most vulnerable. Many families have 

adapted to this sudden change, resorting to telephone calls, trips to pass bags of goodies to masked careworkers at the 

front door, or waving wildly to loved ones from curbside vantages. Continue reading here. 

 

Apple and Google launch joint coronavirus tracing system 

The Hill | Chris Mills Rodrigo 
Apple and Google have launched a new system for tracing the spread of the novel coronavirus by allowing users to 

share data via Bluetooth with government and health agencies. The joint project announced Friday by two of Silicon 

Valley's largest companies would create a voluntary contact-tracing network using Bluetooth Low Energy transmissions. 

According to the companies, the data about individuals one has interacted with would be kept on that person's phone 

and only used for contact tracing by public health officials. The system would then notify individuals if they have come 

into contact with someone who tested positive for COVID-19, the respiratory disease caused by the novel corona-

virus. Continue reading here. 

 

Domestic violence cases surge amid stay-at-home orders 

The Hill | Rachel Bucchino 
Police departments across the country are reporting a spike in domestic violence cases as stay-at-home orders put 

victims and their abusers in constant proximity. Experts who study domestic violence say the increases, however, are 

almost certainly underreported because some victims cannot get away from their abusers to call police. Departments 

in Boston, Chicago, Dallas, Los Angeles and Seattle have said publicly they are seeing increases in domestic violence 

allegations. Continue reading here. 

 

Officials worry of potential spike in overdose deaths amid COVID-19 pandemic 

ABC News | Alexander Mallin 
With millions of Americans forced into weeks of extended isolation, several communities have reported a spike in drug 

overdose deaths, prompting health officials to raise concerns about the safety of those suffering from substance use 

disorders amid the COVID-19 pandemic. In Jacksonville, Florida, the fire and rescue department reported a 20 percent 

increase in overdose emergency calls in March. In Columbus, Ohio, the county coroner’s office saw a surge in over-

dose deaths, including 12 in a 24-hour period the first week of April. And in New York State, at least four counties 

http://www.bbm-dc.com/
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20200415005590/en/iHeartMedia-Announces-%E2%80%9CiHeartRadio%E2%80%99s-Responder-Fridays-FirstNet-Built
https://www.foxbusiness.com/lifestyle/trump-trucking-industry-coronavirus
https://www.nj.com/opinion/2020/04/caring-for-those-who-cant-care-for-themselves-opinion.html
https://thehill.com/policy/technology/492219-apple-google-launch-joint-coronavirus-tracing-system
https://thehill.com/homenews/news/492506-domestic-violence-cases-surge-amid-stay-at-home-orders
http://www.bbm-dc.com/
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have acknowledged an increase in reported overdoses, including Erie County, where officials saw at least 110 drug 

overdoses, including 36 deaths, reported since the beginning of March. Continue reading here. 

 

Marijuana lobby presses for coronavirus relief funds 

The Hill | Alex Gangitano 
The cannabis lobby is flexing its muscle in Washington and seeking aid for small businesses in the next coronavirus re-

lief package. The marijuana industry has already found help at the state level. Twenty states, the District of Columbia 

and Puerto Rico are allowing medical cannabis dispensaries to remain open during the pandemic, and eight states allow 

both licensed recreational and medical cannabis dispensaries to operate. Cannabis groups are pushing for more states 

to allow legal marijuana markets to remain open and are seeking funds in state aid packages. Continue reading here. 

 

Bureau of Prisons allowing inmates to make free phone calls amid COVID-19 pandemic 

ABC News | Luke Barr 
The Bureau of Prisons on Tuesday told members of the Senate Judiciary Committee that inmates would be allowed to 

make video and telephone calls at no cost. BOP Director Michael Carvajal said the federal agency also took steps to 

mitigate the spread of COVID-19 in its 122 facilities and visits for lawyers and family members have been suspended. 

Starting on April 9, all phone calls from inmates would be free of charge and the monthly call limit was been increased 

to 500 minutes. Carajaval noted that video appointments would be made available to female inmates. It's not clear if 

inmates still have to pay for sending emails. Continue reading here. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Hearings & Markups Happening This Week 
 

There were no hearings held this week. 

 

 
Upcoming scheduled hearings/markups: 

 

There are no scheduled upcoming hearings in the House and Senate.  

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Legislation on the Floor This Week 

 

House: 

 

The House met in pro forma sessions on April 14 and 17. 

 

Senate: 

 

Note: Due to Senate scheduling and rules, additional items not listed may be added to the calendar for consideration.  

 

The Senate met in pro forma sessions on April 13 and 16. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Recap of Last Week’s Hearings & Markups 

 

Note: For more details on any of the following hearings, we can provide access to hearing transcripts upon request. 

 

There were no hearings or markups held last week. 

http://www.bbm-dc.com/
https://abcnews.go.com/US/officials-worry-potential-spike-overdose-deaths-amid-covid/story?id=70149746
https://thehill.com/business-a-lobbying/business-a-lobbying/492831-marijuana-lobby-presses-for-coronavirus-relief-funds?utm_source=&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=29030
https://abcnews.go.com/US/bureau-prisons-allowing-inmates-make-free-phone-calls/story?id=70161178
http://www.bbm-dc.com/
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___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Legislation Considered Last Week 

 

House: 

 

The House met in pro forma session on April 7 and 10.  

 

Senate: 

 

The Senate met in pro forma sessions on April 6 and 9. 

http://www.bbm-dc.com/
http://www.bbm-dc.com/
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Legislation Introduced Last Week 

Date Introduced Bill Number Sponsor Description 

4/14/2020 HR 6509 Jerry Nadler (D-NY-10) 
To amend the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to 
provide public safety officer death and disability benefits for certain 
public safety officers who contract COVID-19, and for other purpos-

4/14/2020 HR 6505 
Sheila Jackson Lee (D-

TX-18) 

To amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to clarify the role of 
the National Biosurveillance Integration Center of the Department of 
Homeland Security regarding an emerging highly communicable in-
fectious disease event of national concern, and for other purposes. 

4/14/2020 HR 6504 
Sheila Jackson Lee (D-

TX-18) 

To direct the Secretary of Health and Human Services, acting through 
the Director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, to 
develop a plan to improve surveillance with respect to diseases that 

4/14/2020 HR 6500 
Mike Gallagher (R-WI-

8) 

To reduce Federal spending and fund the acquisition of unexpired 
personal protective equipment (including face masks) for the strate-
gic national stockpile by terminating taxpayer financing of Presiden-

4/10/2020 HR 6488 John Shimkus (R-IL-15) 

To amend the Communications Act of 1934 to provide that the Fed-
eral Communications Commission is not required to perform any 
review under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 or divi-
sion A of subtitle III of title 54, United States Code, as a condition of 
permitting the placement and installation of a communications facili-

4/10/2020 HR 6477 Gus Bilirakis (R-FL-12) 
To require the National Telecommunications and Information Admin-
istration and the Federal Communications Commission to update the 
memorandum of understanding on spectrum coordination. 

http://www.bbm-dc.com/
http://www.bbm-dc.com/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6509/text?r=6&s=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6505/text?r=10&s=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6504/text?r=11&s=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6500/text?r=15&s=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6488/text?r=33&s=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6477/text?r=44&s=2
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Email: 

rbrooks@bbm-dc.com 

bbawden@bbm-dc.com 

cmoore@bbm-dc.com 

jledden@bbm-dc.com 

mnee@bbm-dc.com 

Brooks Bawden Moore, LLC is a team of experienced 

professionals who serve as trusted advisors to law en-

forcement, homeland security, and intelligence prac-

titioners and solution providers.   

 

Our government relations practice helps clients advance critical 

policy priorities with Congress, federal agencies, and state legisla-

tures.  Our Capitol Hill experience and track record of successful 

advocacy for public safety causes is unmatched.  Our business 

strategy consulting practice enables companies to connect innova-

tive products and services with market needs.  Through decades 

of service we have built a deep network of relationships at the 

local, state, and federal levels. 

B R O O K S  B A W D E N  M O O R E  

T R U S T E D  A D V I S O R S  F O R  B U S I N E S S  

S T R A T E G Y  A N D  P O L I C Y  A D V O C A C Y   

Visit us at: 

www.bbm-dc.com 

Subscribe to the Brooks Bawden Moore  

Weekly Update here, or by emailing Josh at  

jledden@bbm-dc.com 

Upcoming Events/Conferences 
 

ASCIA 2020 Spring Conference 

April 26-29—Coeur d'Alene, ID CANCELED 

 

National Police Week 

May 10-16—Washington, DC CANCELED 

 

Major Cities Chiefs Association Summer Meeting 

June 2-5—San Francisco, CA CANCELED 

 

National Sheriffs Association 2020 Annual Education & Technology Expo 

June 22-25—Tampa, FL 

 

Major County Sheriffs of America 2020 Summer Conference 

June 23-25—Tampa, FL CANCELED 

 

2020 National Homeland Security Conference 

June 29-July 2—Chicago, IL 

April 2020 
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Senate in Session  

House in Session 

House & Senate in Session 

http://www.bbm-dc.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScHLKl7DG9vqZUAdgCK-KY2YUl-r5YWKyM8sd6PXP5Vds6avQ/viewform
https://www.ascia.org/conference_detail.php?detail=21
https://www.policeweek.org/index.html
https://mcca.wildapricot.org/event-3737670
https://nsasummer.voicehive.com/v2/page/WelcomePage
https://mcsheriffs.com/conferences/
https://www.nationalhomelandsecurity.org/
https://twitter.com/BrooksBawden
http://brooksbawden.com/default.aspx?menuitemid=142
http://www.bbm-dc.com/

