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Latest News 
 
• The House and Senate returned this week  for the start of the Second Session of the 

116th Congress. The House considered two bills regarding prisoner reentry issues, and 

the Senate continued with work on nominations and consideration of a North American 

trade agreement. Senate Majority Leader announced the Senate will continue with busi-

ness as usual until the Speaker of the House transmits the Articles of Impeachment of the 

President, which they approved before the holiday break. The House Homeland Security 

Subcommittee on Emergency Preparedness held a hearing examining the importance of 

the DHS Preparedness Grants. Next week, the Senate will take up the nomination of Pe-

ter Gaynor to be administrator of the Federal Emergency Management Agency. 

 
• New Georgia Senator - With the retirement of Senator Johnny Isakson (R-GA) at the 

end of 2019 due to ongoing health issues, Georgia Governor Brian Kemp appointed busi-

nesswoman Kelly Loeffler (R-GA) to fill the remainder of Isakson’s term. Loeffler was offi-

cially sworn in on January 6. 

 
• National 911 Progress Report - Recently, the National 911 Progress Report was re-

leased which details the status of state and territory 911 systems, such as progress toward 

implementing NG911, Emergency Medical Dispatch protocols and text-to-911. The 2019 

report shows that thirty-one states reported adopting strategic plans for NG911, an in-

crease from 20 states since 2015, thirty-three states reported having PSAPs with EMD 

protocols, and fourteen states reported that 100% of their 911 systems are processing and 

interpreting location and caller information using NG infrastructure. You can read the 

report here. 

 
• Final Report of the Prevention of Targeted Violence Against Faith-Based Com-

munities - The Homeland Security Advisory Council Subcommittee for the Prevention of 

Targeted Violence Against Faith-based Organizations recently released a report on pre-

venting violence against faith-based communities. The document focuses on findings and 

recommendations regarding the safekeeping of American houses of worship with a distinct 

focus on the upsurge and impact of white supremist violence on the Homeland. You can 

view the report here. 

 
• FAA Proposed Rule on Drones - The FAA recently released a proposed rule to equip 

drones with remote identification technologies. The proposed Remote ID rule would ap-

ply to all drones that are required to register with the FAA, as well as to persons operat-

ing foreign civil UAS in the U.S. Comment period closes March 2, 2020. You can view the 

proposed rule here.  

 
• December RISS Insider - The latest RISS Insider is now available, and features NESPIN 

Support to Combat Organized Retail Crime. Additionally, highlighted in this issue is the 

IRISSNET Users Group (RUG) Meeting on RISSIntel Software as a Service (SaaS), and Safe-

ty for the Holiday Season . You can view the RISS Insider (December 2019 Issue) here.  
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• COPS Grants - The COPS Office recently announced the release of two grant funding opportunities, the COPS Hir-

ing Program, and the Community Policing Development Microgrants Program.  
 The COPS Hiring Program is a competitive grant program that provides funds directly to law enforcement 

agencies to hire new or rehire existing career law enforcement officers and to increase their community polic-

ing capacity and crime prevention efforts. Applications are due by March 11. You can find more information 

here.  
 The Community Policing Development Microgrants Program is a competitive grant program designed 

to advance the practice of community policing by providing funding to local, state, and tribal law enforcement 

agencies. Applicants are invited to propose demonstration or pilot projects to be implemented in their agency 

that offer creative ideas to advance crime fighting, community engagement, problem solving, or organizational 

changes to support community policing. Applications are due by March 11. You can find more information 

here. 

 

 

• ARTICLES OF INTEREST: 

Fight against facial recognition hits wall across the West 

Politico | Janosch Delcker & Cristiano Lima 
Face-scanning technology is inspiring a wave of privacy fears as the software creeps into every corner of life in the Unit-

ed States and Europe — at border crossings, on police vehicles and in stadiums, airports and high schools. But efforts 

to check its spread are hitting a wall of resistance on both sides of the Atlantic. One big reason: Western governments 

are embracing this technology for their own use, valuing security and data collection over privacy and civil liberties. And 

in Washington, President Donald Trump’s impeachment and the death of a key civil rights and privacy champion have 

snarled expectations for a congressional drive to enact restrictions. Continue reading here. 

 

FBI asks Apple for help cracking Pensacola gunman’s iPhones 

The Washington Post | Devlin Barrett 
The FBI is pressing Apple for help opening iPhones that belonged to the Saudi military student who killed three people 

last month at a naval base in Pensacola, Fla., signaling a potential revival of the fight between the federal government and 

Silicon Valley over encryption technology. On Monday, the FBI’s general counsel Dana Boente wrote a letter to Apple’s 

top lawyer, Katherine Adams, seeking the tech giant’s assistance. “Even though the shooter is dead, the FBI, out of an 

abundance of caution, has secured court authorization to search the contents of the phones in order to exhaust all 

leads in this high priority national security investigation,” Boente wrote. Continue reading here. 

 

New York’s Thickening Cloud of Violent Crime 

City Journal | Seth Barron 
As we approach 2020, disaster looms over public safety in New York. A surge in violent crimes has shocked the public, 

from the midnight slaughter of four street sleepers by a mentally ill homeless drug addict; to the late-afternoon murder 

of a Barnard student, apparently by three young teenagers; to a spate of anti-Semitic attacks, climaxing in the Harlem 

arrest of a man who chopped his way with a machete into the upstate home of a Monsey rabbi celebrating the penulti-

mate night of Hanukkah. Grafton Thomas, perpetrator of the Monsey attack, fled to New York City and was almost 

immediately apprehended. His car’s license plate number had been reported and, after he crossed the George Wash-

ington Bridge, the NYPD’s automated “license-plate reader” system registered his presence. He was arrested within 15 

minutes of entering the city. Continue reading here.  

 

Congress should act to allow a ban on fentanyl indefinitely 

The Washington Post | Editorial Board 
FENTANYL IS a powerful opioid analgesic with great medical benefits for those suffering from cancer pain — and great 

potential for improper and illicit use. That potential had fortunately gone mostly unrealized in the United States before 

2013, at which point drug users discovered fentanyl as an alternative to heroin and other prescription opioids, and the 

number of deaths from synthetic opioid (primarily fentanyl) overdose skyrocketed, according to government data, 

reaching 28,466 by 2017 — or nearly half of all opioid-related deaths that year. Continue reading here.  
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Illinois governor pardons thousands convicted of marijuana crimes 
The Hill | Nathaniel Weixel 

Illinois’s governor on Tuesday granted more than 11,000 pardons for people convicted of low-level marijuana convic-

tions, ahead of the state legalizing the drug beginning Jan. 1. Gov. JB Pritzker (D) granted 11,017 pardons for misde-

meanor cannabis-related convictions as part of the law, which takes effect Wednesday. The law will make Illinois the 

11th state to legalize the use of marijuana for adults who are at least 21 years old. Pritzker announced the pardons at a 

church on Chicago’s south side. He said the convictions have held people back from good jobs, housing and financial aid 

for college. Continue reading here. 

 

Twitter bots tout cannabis as a cure-all despite few approved medical uses 

Reuters | Lisa Rapaport 
Social media bots are promoting cannabis as a remedy for everything from cancer to insomnia and foot pain, according 

to an analysis of posts on Twitter. “Social bots regularly perpetuate unsubstantiated health claims on the platform, 

providing one example of how false statements may drown out solid science on social media,” said lead study author 

Jon-Patrick Allem of the Keck School of Medicine at the University of Southern California in Los Angeles. Continue 

reading here. 

 

FDA can't prove effectiveness of opioid safety strategy, analysis finds 

The Hill | Nathaniel Weixel 
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) can’t prove that a program intended to curb opioid misuse and improper 

prescribing was ever effective, according to an analysis of newly uncovered documents. The analysis, published Monday 

in the journal JAMA Internal Medicine, found that the FDA never collected the right data to determine the effectiveness 

of the program in reducing addiction or changing physician prescribing practices. The authors from the Johns Hopkins 

Bloomberg School of Public Health reviewed more than 9,700 pages of FDA documents gained by Freedom of Infor-

mation Act requests related to the agency's risk evaluation and mitigation strategy (REMS). Continue reading here. 

 

States get OK to shift U.S. opioid funding to growing meth, cocaine problems 

Cincinnati Enquirer | Terry DeMio 
Federal money that states get to combat the opioid crisis will be available starting next year to address the growing 

problem in the U.S. with methamphetamine cocaine and other psychostimulant addiction. U.S. Sen. Rob Portman an-

nounced recently that a bipartisan bill he sponsored called Combating Meth and Cocaine Act was approved, which 

means that states will have more flexibility in spending Opioid Response Grant funds. The resurgence in meth and co-

caine has been evident in Ohio and Kentucky for a few years, and there's been an increase in overdose deaths in which 

meth and cocaine have been detected. Continue reading here.  

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Hearings & Markups Happening This Week 
 

House Homeland Security committee - Emergency Preparedness Subcommittee Hearing 

Understanding the Importance of DHS Preparedness Grants: Perspectives from the Field 

January 9 @ 10:00 am - 310 Cannon 

 

 

Upcoming scheduled hearings/markups: 

 

House Homeland Security Committee - Border Security Subcommittee Hearing 

Assessing the Adequacy of DHS Efforts to Prevent Child Deaths in Custody  

January 14 @ 10:00 am - 310 Cannon 

 

House Energy & Commerce Committee - Oversight Subcommittee Hearing 
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A Public Health Emergency: State Efforts to Curb the Opioid Crisis 

January 14 @ 10:00 am - 2123 Rayburn 

 

House Homeland Security Committee - Oversight Subcommittee Hearing 

Seventeen Years Later: Why is Morale at DHS Still Low  

January 14 @ 2:00 pm - 310 Cannon 

 

House Oversight & Reform Committee - Full Committee Hearing 

Facial Recognition Technology (Part III): Ensuring Commercial Transparency & Accuracy  

January 15 @ 10:00 am - 2154 Rayburn 

 

House Energy & Commerce Committee - Health Subcommittee Hearing 

Cannabis Policies for the New Decade 

January 15 @ 10:00 am - 2123 Rayburn 

 

House Homeland Security - Full Committee Hearing 

U.S.-Iran Tensions: Implications for Homeland Security  

January 15 @ 10:00 am - 310 Cannon 

 

House Homeland Security Committee - Intelligence Subcommittee Hearing 

Confronting the Rise in Anti-Semitic Domestic Terrorism  

January 15 @ 2:00 pm - 310 Cannon 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Legislation on the Floor This Week 

 

House: 

 

H.R. 5078 - Prison to Proprietorship Act 

Status: Approved by the House on 1/9. 
Summary: This bill directs the Small Business Administration, in coordination with the Bureau of Prisons, to require wom-

en's business centers and small-business development centers to provide entrepreneurship counseling and training services 

to individuals incarcerated in a minimum-, low-, or medium-security prison.  

 

H.R. 5065 - Prison to Proprietorship for Formerly Incarcerated Act 

Status: Approved by the House on 1/8. 
Summary: This bill directs the Small Business Administration, in coordination with the Bureau of Prisons, to require the 

Service Corps of Retired Executives to provide entrepreneurship counseling and training services to formerly incarcerated 

individuals.  

 

Senate: 

 

Note: Due to Senate scheduling and rules, additional items not listed may be added to the calendar for consideration.  

 

Nothing affecting the law enforcement or homeland security communities. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Recap of Last Week’s Hearings & Markups 

 

Note: For more details on any of the following hearings, we can provide access to hearing transcripts upon request. 

 

The House and Senate were not in session. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Legislation Considered Last Week 

 

House: 

 

The House was not in session for legislative business. 

 

Senate: 

 

The Senate was not in session for legislative business.  
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Legislation Introduced Last Week 

There were no bills introduced affecting the law enforcement or homeland security community during the previous two 

weeks. 
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Email: 

rbrooks@bbm-dc.com 

bbawden@bbm-dc.com 

cmoore@bbm-dc.com 

jledden@bbm-dc.com 

mnee@bbm-dc.com 

Brooks Bawden Moore, LLC is a team of experienced 

professionals who serve as trusted advisors to law en-

forcement, homeland security, and intelligence prac-

titioners and solution providers.   

 

Our government relations practice helps clients advance critical 

policy priorities with Congress, federal agencies, and state legisla-

tures.  Our Capitol Hill experience and track record of successful 

advocacy for public safety causes is unmatched.  Our business 

strategy consulting practice enables companies to connect innova-

tive products and services with market needs.  Through decades 

of service we have built a deep network of relationships at the 

local, state, and federal levels. 

B R O O K S  B A W D E N  M O O R E  

T R U S T E D  A D V I S O R S  F O R  B U S I N E S S  

S T R A T E G Y  A N D  P O L I C Y  A D V O C A C Y   

Visit us at: 

www.bbm-dc.com 

Subscribe to the Brooks Bawden Moore  

Weekly Update here, or by emailing Josh at  

jledden@bbm-dc.com 

Upcoming Events/Conferences 
 

Major Cities Chiefs Association 2020 Winter Meeting 

January 7-9—Houston, TX 

 

2020 SEARCH Winter Membership Group Meeting 

January 28-30—Columbia, SC 

 

National Narcotic Officers’ Associations’ Coalition Annual Conference 

February 2-5—Washington, DC 

 

National Sheriffs’ Association Winter Legislative & Technology Conference 

February 8-11—Washington, DC 

 

Major County Sheriffs of America 2020 Winter Conference 

February 10-12—Washington, DC 

 

M.A.R.G.I.N. 14th Annual Gang Training Conference 

March 29-April1—Hanover, MD 

January 2020 
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