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Latest News 
 
• The House and Senate are in session this week, with the House approving a compromise 

budget agreement which sets topline budget numbers for FY 2020 and 2021, and suspends 

the debt limit through July 2021. The Senate is expected to consider the budget agree-

ment next week. The Senate also approved legislation that would require DHS to develop 

and update a strategy for DHS engagement with fusion centers. The Senate Banking Com-

mittee held a hearing on permitting banking services for the marijuana industry. Overall, 

while most Senators acknowledged the health concerns with marijuana legalization, there 

was support for giving the marijuana industry access to banking services. Additionally, mul-

tiple House committees held hearings on the current crisis at the southern border.  

 
• The Senate approved a permanent authorization to the 9/11 Victims Compensation Fund. 

This legislation now heads to the President for his signature. The Major County Sheriffs of 

America sent a letter in support of the legislation to Congress on July 22, which can be 

found here. 

 
• The House has adjourned for its August recess, and the Senate will follow suit next week. 

Both chambers will return on September 9, and will have three weeks to complete all 

twelve FY 2020 appropriations bills before the end of the current fiscal year. 

 
• State & Local Law Enforcement - Director Wray testified before the Senate Judiciary 

Committee on Tuesday, and gave a heartfelt opening statement on the sacrifices that state 

and local law enforcement make on a daily basis. It was an impactful statement from the 

Director on the crucial role that state and local law enforcement play and the ultimate 

sacrifice that some officer’s make. You can read his opening statement here.  

 

 

• ARTICLES OF INTEREST:  

US attorney general says encryption creates security risk 

AP | Tami Abdollah 
Attorney General William Barr said Tuesday that increased encryption of data on phones 

and computers and encrypted messaging apps are putting American security at risk. Barr’s 

comments at a cybersecurity conference mark a continuing effort by the Justice Depart-

ment to push tech companies to provide law enforcement with access to encrypted devic-

es and applications during investigations. “There have been enough dogmatic pronounce-

ments that lawful access simply cannot be done,” Barr said. “It can be, and it must be.” 

Barr said terrorists and cartels switch mid-communication to encrypted applications to 

plan deadly operations. He described a transnational drug cartel’s use of WhatsApp group 

chat to specifically coordinate murders of Mexico-based police officials. Continue read-

ing here. 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/dkqd3wp13rewt4l/FY%202019%20FEMA%20Homeland%20Security%20Grant%20Program.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/dkqd3wp13rewt4l/FY%202019%20FEMA%20Homeland%20Security%20Grant%20Program.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/5nmxxmrkb1wt43i/Summary%20FY%202020%20Budget%20Request.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/hcht0p81qqqjdi3/BBM%20Special%20Update%20-%20FY%202019%20Appropriations.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/qpls10h2s5bnm28/BBM%20Special%20Update%20-%20116th%20Congress%20Leadership%202-11-19.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/qpls10h2s5bnm28/BBM%20Special%20Update%20-%20116th%20Congress%20Leadership%202-11-19.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/oyxkuhnr5lu3h2l/BBM%20Weekly%20Congress%20Update%207-15-19.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/n77bp83j9q520yi/BBM%20Weekly%20Congress%20Update%207-8-19.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/havn3pzbxeks1mk/BBM%20Weekly%20Congress%20Update%206-24-19.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/d9msgxz1461a0le/BBM%20Weekly%20Congress%20Update%206-10-19.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/8brpe2uswafcmqn/BBM%20Weekly%20Congress%20Update%206-3-19.pdf?dl=0
http://www.bbm-dc.com/
http://www.bbm-dc.com/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/h1d84ljpopxpmp4/MCSA%20Supports%20H.R.%201327%20VCF.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/r9938523uxguwgj/07.23.19_FBI%20Director%20Wray_SJC%20Opening%20Statementkls.pdf?dl=0
https://apnews.com/7423e1ef65a144e6a47e4da63683b3c1
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FBI Director Wray: I strongly share Barr’s concerns about encrypted devices and messaging platforms, 

cites Sutherland Springs Apple case 

CNBC | Kate Fazzini  
FBI Director Christopher Wray said Thursday that he strongly supported Attorney General William Barr’s com-

ments earlier this week that tech companies need to provide a way for law enforcement to access criminals’ and sus-

pects’ encrypted phones and apps. “I get frustrated when I hear people suggest that we are trying to weaken encryption 

or weaken cybersecurity more broadly,” Wray said. “As the attorney general discussed a few days ago, our requests 

can’t be assessed in a vacuum. That’s important because this is an issue that is becoming worse and worse all the time.” 

Continue reading here. 

 

The Truth Behind Racial Disparities In Fatal Police Shootings 

MSU Today | Caroline Brooks, Joseph Cesario  
Reports of racially motivated, fatal shootings by police officers have garnered extensive public attention and sparked 

activism across the nation. New research from Michigan State University and University of Maryland reveals findings 

that flip many of these reports on their heads – white police officers are not more likely to shoot minority citizens than 

non-white officers. “Until now, there’s never been a systematic, nationwide study to determine the characteristics of 

police involved in fatal officer-involved shootings,” said Joseph Cesario, co-author and professor of psychology at MSU. 

“There are so many examples of people saying that when black citizens are shot by police, it’s white officers shooting 

them. In fact, our findings show no support for the idea that white officers are biased in shooting black citizens.” Con-

tinue reading here. 

 

New opioid data spurs widespread condemnation, calls for action  

The Washington Post | Colby Itkowitz and Katie Zezima 
This week, The Washington Post published a massive database that tracks the distribution of opioids in the United 

States from 2006 to 2012, specifically where — and how many — drugs materialized. During that period, 76 billion 

prescription pain pills were manufactured and shipped to pharmacies all over the country, fueling a public health epi-

demic that killed 100,000 Americans in those seven years. Policymakers, media outlets and others are using this data to 

understand the sheer scope of the crisis, and many are demanding accountability. Continue reading here. 

 

How Legal Marijuana Is Helping the Black Market 

Politico | Natalie Fertig 
When the new marijuana shop opened up just down the street from his own marijuana shop, Greg Meguerian, owner 

of The Reefinery in Los Angeles, kept an eye on it. When that shop stayed open past the legal closing time of 10 p.m. 

and sold customers over a quarter-pound of cannabis at once, four times more than the legal limit, Meguerian knew he 

wasn’t competing with a licensed dispensary. “It’s so shady, if you look at it,” Meguerian said. “It looks like a shady 

crack house.” Continue reading here. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Hearings & Markups Happening This Week 
 

Senate Banking Committee - Full Committee Hearing 

Challenges for Cannabis and Banking: Outside Perspectives 

July 23 @ 10:00 am - 538 Dirksen 

 

Senate Judiciary Committee - Full Committee Hearing 

Oversight of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 

July 23 @ 10:00 am - 226 Dirksen 

 

House Homeland Security Committee - Emergency Preparedness Subcommittee Field Hearing 

Protecting Every Citizen: Assessing Emergency Preparedness for Underserved Populations 

July 23 @ 10:00 am - Jersey City, New Jersey 

http://www.bbm-dc.com/
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/07/25/fbi-director-wray-i-strongly-share-barrs-concerns-about-encryption.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2019/07/20/new-opioid-data-spurs-widespread-condemnation-calls-action/?utm_term=.d49e4a2bb266
https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2019/07/21/legal-marijuana-black-market-227414
https://www.banking.senate.gov/hearings/challenges-for-cannabis-and-banking-outside-perspectives
https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/meetings/07/23/2019/oversight-of-the-federal-bureau-of-investigation
https://homeland.house.gov/activities/hearings/protecting-every-citizen-assessing-emergency-preparedness-for-underserved-populations
http://www.bbm-dc.com/


 

www.bbm-dc.com │300 M Street, S.E. Suite 402 Washington D.C. 20003 │ (202) 350-0103 

Page 3 W E E K L Y  U P D A T E  

J U L Y  2 2  -  2 6 ,  2 0 1 9  

 

House Oversight Committee - Economic Subcommittee Hearing 

Examining JUUL's Role in the Youth Nicotine Epidemic: Part I  

July 24 @ 9:00 am – 2154 Rayburn 

 

Senate Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs Committee - Full Committee Markup - July 24 @ 9:30 am  
Nomination of Chad F. Wolf to be Under Secretary for Strategy, Policy, and Plans, U.S. Department of Home-

land Security  

Status: To be considered by Senate HSGAC on 7/24. 

 
Nomination of William Bryan to be Under Secretary for Science & Technology, U.S. Department of Homeland 

Security  

Status: To be considered by Senate HSGAC on 7/24. 

 

S. 2162 - Securing America's Borders Act of 2019 

Status: To be considered by Senate HSGAC on 7/24. 
Summary: A bill to require the Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Border Protection to annually hire at least 

600 new Border Patrol agents, to report quarterly to Congress on the status of the Border Patrol workforce, and 

to conduct a comprehensive staffing analysis. 

 

S. 2065 - Deepfake Report Act of 2019 

Status: To be considered by Senate HSGAC on 7/24. 
Summary: A bill to require the Secretary of Homeland Security to publish an annual report on the use of deep-

fake technology, and for other purposes. 

 

H.R. 2590 - DHS Overseas Personnel Enhancement Act of 2019  

Status: To be considered by Senate HSGAC on 7/24. 
Summary: This bill directs the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) to semiannually brief the congressional 

homeland security committees regarding DHS personnel with primary duties that take place outside of the United 

States. DHS must submit to such committees a plan to enhance the effectiveness of  DHS personnel at foreign lo-

cations.  

 

S. 2107 - Protecting America's Food and Agriculture Act of 2019 

Status: To be considered by Senate HSGAC on 7/24. 
Summary: To increase the number of CBP Agriculture Specialists and support staff in the Office of Field Opera-

tions of U.S. Customs and Border Protection, and for other purposes.  

 

House Appropriations Committee - Homeland Security Subcommittee Hearing 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection - Border Patrol Oversight Hearing  

July 24 @ 2:00 pm - 2359 Rayburn 

 

Senate Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs Committee - Full Committee Hearing 

Examining State and Federal Recommendations for Enhancing School Safety Against Targeted Violence 

July 25 @ 9:30 am - 342 Dirksen 

 

Senate Agriculture Committee - Full Committee Hearing 

Hemp Production and the 2018 Farm Bill 

July 25 @ 9:30 am - 328A Russell 

 

House Judiciary Committee - Full Committee Hearing 
Oversight of Family Separation and U.S. Customs and Border Protection Short-Term Custody under the Trump Admin-

istration 

http://www.bbm-dc.com/
https://oversight.house.gov/legislation/hearings/examining-juul-s-role-in-the-youth-nicotine-epidemic-part-i
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/hearings/business-meeting-07/24/2019
https://www.congress.gov/nomination/116th-congress/410?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22Chad+F.+Wolf%22%5D%7D&s=3&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/nomination/116th-congress/182?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22William+Bryan%22%5D%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/2162/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22s2162%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/2065/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22s2065%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/2590/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr2590%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=6
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/2107/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22s2107%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=2
https://appropriations.house.gov/events/hearings/us-customs-and-border-protection-border-patrol-oversight-hearing
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/examining-state-and-federal-recommendations-for-enhancing-school-safety-against-targeted-violence
https://www.agriculture.senate.gov/hearings/hemp-production-and-the-2018-farm-bill
https://judiciary.house.gov/legislation/hearings/oversight-family-separation-and-us-customs-and-border-protection-short-term
https://judiciary.house.gov/legislation/hearings/oversight-family-separation-and-us-customs-and-border-protection-short-term
http://www.bbm-dc.com/
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July 25 @ 10:00 am - 2141 Rayburn 

 

House Homeland Security Committee - Joint Subcommittee Hearing 

Homeland Security Implications of the Opioid Crisis 

July 25 @ 10:00 am - 310 Cannon 

 

House Appropriations Committee - Homeland Security Subcommittee Hearing 

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement Oversight Hearing 

July 25 @ 1:00 pm - 2359 Rayburn 

 

House Oversight Committee - Economic Subcommittee Hearing 

Examining JUUL’s Role in the Youth Nicotine Epidemic: Part II 

July 25 @ 2:00 pm - 2154 Rayburn 

 

 
Upcoming scheduled hearings/markups: 

 

Senate Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs Committee - Full Committee Hearing 

Unprecedented Migration at the U.S. Southern Border: What Is Required to Improve Conditions? 

July 30 @ 10:00 am - 342 Dirksen 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Legislation on the Floor This Week 
 

House: 

 

H.R. 3153 – EFFORT Act  

Status: Approved by the House on 7/23. 
Summary: To direct the Director of the National Science Foundation to support research on opioid addiction, and for 

other purposes.  

 

H.R. 3239 – Humanitarian Standards for Individuals in Customs and Border Protection Custody Act 

Status: Approved by the House on 7/24. 
Summary: This bill imposes requirements and standards related to the care of aliens in U.S. Customs and Boarder Protec-

tion (CBP) custody. CBP shall conduct an initial health screening of each alien in custody to identify those with acute condi-

tions and high-risk vulnerabilities and to provide appropriate healthcare. CBP shall conduct the screening within 12 hours of 

each alien's initial detention, and within 3 hours for certain priority individuals such as children, pregnant women, and those 

with disabilities. The bill imposes various requirements related to the services, personnel, and infrastructure for providing 

such screenings, such as providing interpreters, chaperones, and mental health treatment when necessary. CBP shall ensure 

detainees have access to drinking water, toilets, sanitation facilities, hygiene products, food, and shelter. The bill imposes 

certain standards relating to such requirements, such as the minimum amount of drinking water and space for each detain-

ee. The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) shall enter into memoranda of understanding with various emergency 

government relief agencies to address instances when surge capacity is necessary. The Inspector General of DHS shall con-

duct unannounced inspections of ports of entry, border patrol stations, and detention facilities and report the results to 

Congress. The Government Accountability Office shall assess CBP's management of such facilities and whether CBP and 

DHS processes are in compliance with this bill's requirements. 

 

H.R. 3877 - Bipartisan Budget Act of 2019  

Status: Approved by the House on 7/25. 
Summary: This budget agreement increases statutory spending limits by $323 billion combined in fiscal year 2020 and 

2021, staving off impending steep budget cuts through sequestration. The legislation would also suspend the debt limit 

http://www.bbm-dc.com/
https://homeland.house.gov/activities/hearings/homeland-security-implications-of-the-opioid-crisis
https://appropriations.house.gov/events/hearings/us-immigration-and-customs-enforcement-oversight-hearing
https://oversight.house.gov/legislation/hearings/examining-juul-s-role-in-the-youth-nicotine-epidemic-part-ii
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/unprecedented-migration-at-the-us-southern-border-what-is-required-to-improve-conditions-
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/3153/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr3153%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/3239/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr3239%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/3877/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr3877%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=2
http://www.bbm-dc.com/
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through July 31, 2021.  

 

Senate: 

 

Note: Due to Senate scheduling and rules, additional items not listed may be added to the calendar for consideration. 

 
H.R. 1327 - Never Forget the Heroes: James Zadroga, Ray Pfeifer, and Luis Alvarez Permanent Authoriza-

tion of the September 11th Victim Compensation Fund Act 

Status: Approved by the Senate on 7/23; Approved by the House on 7/12. 
Summary: This bill funds through FY2092 the September 11th Victim Compensation Fund of 2001. Additionally, the bill 

modifies the Victim Compensation Fund (VCF): to allow claims to be filed until October 2090, to require VCF policies and 

procedures to be reassessed at least once every five years (currently, at least once annually), to require claimants to be paid 

for the amount by which a claim was reduced on the basis of insufficient funding, to remove the cap on noneconomic dam-

ages in certain circumstances, and to periodically adjust the annual limit on economic loss compensation for inflation. It pro-

vides statutory authority for the Attorney General to appoint a special master and up to two deputy special masters to 

administer the VCF. 

 

H.R. 504 - DHS Field Engagement Accountability Act 

Status: Approved by the Senate as amended on 7/25; Approved by the House on 1/29. 
Summary: This bill requires the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) to develop and update at least once every five 

years a strategy for DHS engagement with fusion centers. The term "fusion center" means a collaborative effort of two or 

more government agencies that combines resources, expertise, or information to maximize the ability of such agencies to 

detect, prevent, investigate, apprehend, and respond to criminal or terrorist activity. The Office of Intelligence and Analysis 

of DHS shall provide personnel and support to fusion centers, publish performance metrics for DHS field personnel as-

signed to fusion centers, and develop and implement training for fusion center personnel. DHS intelligence and information 

components shall develop policies and metrics to ensure effective use of the unclassified Homeland Security Information 

Network and shall assess and implement enhancements to improve such network. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Recap of Last Week’s Hearings & Markups 

 

Note: For more details on any of the following hearings, we can provide access to hearing transcripts upon request. 

 

House Judiciary Committee - Immigration Subcommittee Hearing - July 15 

Overcrowding and Prolonged Detention at CBP Facilities 
Summary: This hearing examined the detention of migrants who have attempted to enter the U.S. The DHS Inspector 

General’s office has found unprecedented overcrowding at facilities and facilities in non-compliance with standards for han-

dling detainees. Additionally, the IG found that some detainees were detained at facilities longer than they are supposed to. 

Despite concerns by all members of the committee for the care of migrants, there was disagreement on how to address the  

problems in our immigration system.  

 

House Judiciary Committee - Full Committee Hearing - July 16 

Women and Girls in the Criminal Justice System 
Summary: This hearing examined women held in the criminal justice system. Witnesses testified about trauma, addiction, 

and sentencing policies of women who become wrapped up in the criminal justice system. There was bipartisan support 

among members for drafting policies aimed at preventing future incarceration and improving conditions for those who are 

incarcerated. Additionally, some witnesses expressed the need to not incarcerate individuals for some drug offenses, partic-

ularly crimes of addiction. There was also discussion on sentencing guidelines, and greater opportunities for incarcerated 

mothers.  

 

House Energy & Commerce Committee - Oversight Subcommittee Hearing - July 16 

http://www.bbm-dc.com/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/1327/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+1327%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/504/text
https://judiciary.house.gov/legislation/hearings/overcrowding-and-prolonged-detention-cbp-facilities
https://judiciary.house.gov/legislation/hearings/women-and-girls-criminal-justice-system
http://www.bbm-dc.com/
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Oversight of Federal Efforts to Combat the Spread of Illicit Fentanyl 
Summary: This hearing examined what the government is doing to combat fentanyl. Witnesses explained the concern 

with fentanyl being mixed with other drugs, oftentimes unbeknownst to the drug user. They also explained what they are 

doing to interdict drugs before they enter the U.S., and explained the coordination efforts amongst agencies and other gov-

ernments. Additionally, emergency scheduling of fentanyl analogues was discussed, and the need to pass legislation to ex-

tend this scheduling is needed before the current emergency declaration expires. Witnesses also discussed the challenges of 

interdicting fentanyl and other drugs going through the mail. 

 

House Judiciary Committee - Immigration Subcommittee Hearing - July 16 

Policy Changes and Processing Delays at U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
Summary: This hearing examined USCIS and its process for processing immigration applications. Some members of the 

committee expressed concerns with changes to USCIS process in reviewing applications, creating long delays, and affecting 

some students ability to come to the U.S. for internships. Officials testifying denied that there were significant delays in pro-

cessing applications and denied that there were significant changes to their processing policies.  

 

Senate Homeland Security Committee - Full Committee Roundtable - July 17 
Unprecedented Migration at the U.S. Southern Border: Bipartisan Policy Recommendations from the Homeland Security 

Advisory Council 
Summary: This hearing examined bipartisan solutions to address the unprecedented migration problem at the southern 

border. Senators proposed a new pilot program to better manage the influx of families seeking asylum, dubbed “Operation 

Safe Return,” which would streamline the process by which migrant families who have legitimate claims for asylum are pro-

cessed at the border, and return those who do not. At the roundtable, members of the Homeland Security Advisory Coun-

cil discussed a interim emergency report which detailed the influx of migrant families attempting to enter the U.S. and the 

strain it is having on our border resources.  

 

House Homeland Security Committee - Full Committee Markup - July 17 

H.R. 2203 - Homeland Security Improvement Act 

Status: Approved by the House Homeland Security Committee on 7/17. 
Summary: To increase transparency, accountability, and community engagement within the Department of 

Homeland Security, provide independent oversight of border security activities, improve training for agents and 

officers of U.S. Customs and Border Protection and U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, and for other 

purposes.  

 

H.R. 3106 - Domestic Terrorism DATA Act 

Status: Approved by the House Homeland Security Committee on 7/17. 
Summary: To require a joint domestic terrorism report, establish within the Department of Homeland Security a 

National Center for the Study of Domestic Terrorism, authorize research within the Department of Homeland 

Security on current trends in domestic terrorism, and for other purposes.  

 

H.R. 3246 - Traveling Parents Screening Consistency Act of 2019 

Status: Approved by the House Homeland Security Committee on 7/17. 

Summary: To require GAO review of certain TSA screening protocols, and for other purposes.  

 

H.R. 3318 - Emerging Transportation Security Threats Act of 2019 

Status: Approved by the House Homeland Security Committee on 7/17. 

Summary: To require the Transportation Security Administration to establish a task force to conduct an analysis  

of emerging and potential future threats to transportation security, and for other purposes.  

 

H.R. 3320 - Securing the Homeland Security Supply Chain Act of 2019 

Status: Approved by the House Homeland Security Committee on 7/17. 
Summary: To amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to authorize the Secretary of Homeland Security to 

implement certain requirements for information relating to supply chain risk, and for other purposes.  

http://www.bbm-dc.com/
https://energycommerce.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/hearing-on-oversight-of-federal-efforts-to-combat-the-spread-of-illicit
https://judiciary.house.gov/legislation/hearings/policy-changes-and-processing-delays-us-citizenship-and-immigration-services
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/unprecedented-migration-at-the-us-southern-border-bipartisan-policy-recommendations-from-the-homeland-security-advisory-council
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/unprecedented-migration-at-the-us-southern-border-bipartisan-policy-recommendations-from-the-homeland-security-advisory-council
https://homeland.house.gov/activities/markups/markup-of-hr-2203-3106-3246-3318-3320-3356-3413-3525-3526-3669-3670-3675-3691-3694-3699-3710-3722-3731
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/2203/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr2203%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/3106/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr3106%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/3246/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr3246%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/3318/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr3318%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=4
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H.R. 3356 - Veterans Expedited TSA Screening Safe Travel Act 

Status: Approved by the House Homeland Security Committee on 7/17. 

Summary: To provide PreCheck to certain severely injured or disabled veterans, and for other purposes.  

 

H.R. 3413 - DHS Acquisition Reform Act of 2019 

Status: Approved by the House Homeland Security Committee on 7/17. 
Summary: To amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to provide for certain acquisition authorities for the 

Under Secretary of Management of the Department of Homeland Security, and for other purposes.  

 

H.R. 3525 - U.S. Border Patrol Medical Screening Standards Act 

Status: Approved by the House Homeland Security Committee on 7/17. 
Summary: To amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to direct the Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Bor-

der Protection to establish uniform processes for medical screening of individuals interdicted between ports of 

entry, and for other purposes.  

 

H.R. 3526 - Counter Terrorist Network Act 

Status: Approved by the House Homeland Security Committee on 7/17. 
Summary: To authorize certain counter terrorist networks activities of U.S. Customs and Border Protection, and 

for other purposes.  

 
H.R. 3669 - Weatherizing Infrastructure in the North and Terrorism Emergency Readiness Act of 

2019 

Status: Approved by the House Homeland Security Committee on 7/17. 
Summary: To require the Secretary of Homeland Security to conduct a collective response to a terrorism exer-

cise that includes the management of cascading effects on critical infrastructure during times of extreme cold 

weather, and for other purposes.  

 

H.R. 3670 - Short-term Detention Act 

Status: Approved by the House Homeland Security Committee on 7/17. 
Summary: To amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to ensure access to appropriate temporary shelter, 

food, and water for individuals apprehended by U.S. Customs and Border Protection, and for other purposes.  

 

H.R. 3675 - Trusted Traveler Reconsideration and Restoration Act of 2019 

Status: Approved by the House Homeland Security Committee on 7/17. 
Summary: To require a review of Department of Homeland Security trusted traveler programs, and for other 

purposes.  

 

H.R. 3691 - TRANSLATE Act 

Status: Approved by the House Homeland Security Committee on 7/17. 
Summary: To require the TSA to develop a plan to ensure that TSA material disseminated in major airports can 

be better understood by more people accessing such airports, and for other purposes.  

 

H.R. 3694 - Helping Families Fly Act of 2019 

Status: Approved by the House Homeland Security Committee on 7/17. 
Summary: To require the Transportation Security Administration to implement training for frontline Administra-

tion personnel regarding the screening of pregnant women and families with young children at passenger screening 

checkpoints, and for other purposes.  

 

H.R. 3699 - Pipeline Security Act 

Status: Approved by the House Homeland Security Committee on 7/17. 
Summary: To codify the Transportation Security Administration’s responsibility relating to securing pipelines 

http://www.bbm-dc.com/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/3356/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr3356%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=6
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/3413/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr3413%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=7
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/3525/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr3525%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=9
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/3526/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr3526%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=10
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https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/3675/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr3675%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/3691/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr3691%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/3694/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr3694%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/3699/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr3699%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=6
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against cybersecurity threats, acts of terrorism, and other nefarious acts that jeopardize the physical security or 

cybersecurity of pipelines, and for other purposes.  

 

H.R. 3710 - Cybersecurity Vulnerability Remediation Act 

Status: Approved by the House Homeland Security Committee on 7/17. 
Summary: To amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to provide for the remediation of cybersecurity vulner-

abilities, and for other purposes.  

 

H.R. 3722 - Joint Task Force to Combat Opioid Trafficking Act of 2019 

Status: Approved by the House Homeland Security Committee on 7/17. 
Summary: To amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to authorize a Joint Task Force to enhance integration 

of the Department of Homeland Security’s border security operations to detect, interdict, disrupt, and prevent 

narcotics, such as fentanyl and other synthetic opioids, from entering the United States, and for other purposes.  

 

House Judiciary Committee - Full Committee Markup - July 17 

H.R. 3239 - Humanitarian Standards for Individuals in Customs and Border Protection Custody Act 

Status: Approved by the House Judiciary Committee on 7/17. 
Summary: To require U.S. Customs and Border Protection to perform an initial health screening on detainees, 

and for other purposes.  

 

House Oversight & Reform Committee - Full Committee Hearing - July 18 

With the Acting Secretary of Homeland Security Kevin K. McAleenan 
Summary: Acting DHS Secretary Kevin McAleenan testified at this House Oversight hearing, with the focus being on the 

situation at our southern border. Some members of the committee expressed concerns with the agency’s transparency 

about the conditions of some of the holding facilities for migrants at the border.  

 

Senate Judiciary Committee - Full Committee Markup - July 18 

S. 1883 - Combating Money Laundering, Terrorist Financing, and Counterfeiting Act of 2019  

Status: To be considered by the Senate Judiciary Committee on 7/18. 

Summary: To improve the prohibitions on money laundering, and for other purposes.  

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Legislation Considered Last Week 

 

House: 

 
H.R. 3494 - Damon Paul Nelson and Matthew Young Pollard Intelligence Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 

2020 

Status: Approved by the House on 7/17. 
Summary: To authorize appropriations for fiscal year 2020 for intelligence and intelligence-related activities of the United 

States Government, the Community Management Account, and the Central Intelligence Agency Retirement and Disability 

System, and for other purposes.  

Amendments: 
APPROVED by Voice Vote - Jayapal (D-WA), Meadows (R-NC), Garcia, Jesús (D-IL) – Amendment No. 13 - 

Requires the Director of National Intelligence to submit a report to Congress on the use of face recognition tech-

nology by the intelligence community and expresses the sense of Congress that the use of facial recognition tech-

nology to suppress criticism or dissent is contrary to the values of the United States and the U.S. government 

should not sell or transfer facial recognition technology to any country that is using such technology to suppress 

human rights. 

 
APPROVED by Voice Vote - Rice, Kathleen (D-NY) – Amendment No. 12 - Adds the Under Secretary of 

http://www.bbm-dc.com/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/3710/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr3710%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=7
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/3722/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr3722%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=8
https://judiciary.house.gov/legislation/markups/hr-3239-humanitarian-standards-individuals-customs-and-border-protection-custody
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/3239/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr3239%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=10
https://oversight.house.gov/legislation/hearings/with-the-acting-secretary-of-homeland-security-kevin-k-mcaleenan
https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/meetings/07/18/2019/executive-business-meeting
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/1883/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22s1883%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=9
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/3494/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr3494%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=7
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Homeland Security for Intelligence and Analysis into the report on possible exploitation of virtual currencies by 

terrorist actors and requires the report’s dissemination to state and local law enforcement   

 
APPROVED by Voice Vote - Schiff (D-CA) [on behalf of Pressley (D-MA)] – Amendment No. 21 - Requires 

the Director of National Intelligence, the Director of the FBI, and the Undersecretary of DHS for Intelligence to 

include information regarding training and resources provided to assist Federal, State, Local and Tribal law enforce-

ment agencies in understanding, detecting, deterring and investigating acts of domestic terrorism. 

 
APPROVED by Voice Vote - Rose, Max (D-NY) – Amendment No. 22 - Requires the Department of Home-

land Security Office of Intelligence and Analysis to conduct an annual assessment regarding the availability of con-

ventional weapons, including weapons lacking serial numbers, and advanced conventional weapons for use in fur-

thering acts of terrorism, including the provision of material support or resources to a foreign terrorist organiza-

tion and to individuals or groups supporting or engaging in domestic terrorism   

 

Senate: 

 

Nothing affecting the law enforcement or homeland security communities.  

http://www.bbm-dc.com/
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Legislation Introduced Last Week 

Date Introduced Bill Number Sponsor Description 

7/19/2019 HR 3864 Lance Gooden (R-TX-5) 
To amend the Immigration and Nationality Act to require a DNA test 
to determine the familial relationship between an alien and an ac-
companying minor, and for other purposes. 

7/19/2019 HR 3860 Debbie Lesko (R-AZ-8) 
To amend the Immigration and Nationality Act with respect to the 
detention of dangerous aliens, and for other purposes. 

7/19/2019 HR 3859 Debbie Lesko (R-AZ-8) 
To authorize the Attorney General to appoint 100 additional immi-
gration judges, and for other purposes. 

7/19/2019 HR 3858 Debbie Lesko (R-AZ-8) 
To authorize appropriations for detention spaces for the purpose of 
enforcing the immigration laws, and for other purposes. 

7/19/2019 HR 3857 Debbie Lesko (R-AZ-8) 
To amend the Immigration and Nationality Act to reform asylum pro-
cedures related to the filing of frivolous applications, and for other 
purposes. 

7/19/2019 HR 3856 Debbie Lesko (R-AZ-8) 
To amend the Immigration and Nationality Act to reform asylum pro-
cedures related to safe third countries, and for other purposes. 

7/19/2019 HR 3855 Debbie Lesko (R-AZ-8) 
To amend the Immigration and Nationality Act to reform asylum pro-
cedures, and for other purposes. 

7/18/2019 HR 3852 Peter Welch (D-VT-AL) 
To provide oversight of the border zone in which Federal agents may 
conduct vehicle checkpoints and stops and enter private land with-
out a warrant, and to make technical corrections. 

7/18/2019 HR 3843 Bill Keating (D-MA-9) 

To promote international efforts in combating corruption, kleptocra-
cy, and illicit finance by foreign officials and other foreign persons, 
including through a new anti-corruption action fund, and for other 
purposes. 

7/18/2019 HR 3820 
Harley Rouda (D-CA-

48) 

To amend the Office of National Drug Control Policy Reauthorization 
Act of 1998 to direct the Office of National Drug Control Policy to 
publish a list of drug control grant programs, and for other purposes. 

7/18/2019 HRes 503 Doris Matsui (D-CA-6) 
Recognizing and honoring the 50th anniversary of SEARCH, The Na-
tional Consortium for Justice Information and Statistics, headquar-
tered in Sacramento, California. 

7/18/2019 S 2186 Jeff Merkley (D-OR) 
A bill to require entities to provide consumers with the opportunity 
to prohibit the entity from collecting or using certain data concerning 
the consumer and to request deletion of such data. 

7/18/2019 S 2180 Patrick Leahy (D-VT) 
A bill to provide oversight of the border zone in which Federal agents 
may conduct vehicle checkpoints and stops and enter private land 
without a warrant, and to make technical corrections. 

7/18/2019 S 2174 John Cornyn (R-TX) 
A bill to expand the grants authorized under Jennifer's Law and Kris-
ten's Act to include processing of unidentified remains, resolving 
missing persons cases, and for other purposes. 

7/18/2019 S 2162 Ron Johnson (R-WI) 

A bill to require the Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Border Pro-
tection to annually hire at least 600 new Border Patrol agents, to 
report quarterly to Congress on the status of the Border Patrol work-
force, and to conduct a comprehensive staffing analysis. 

7/18/2019 SRes 279 Bill Cassidy (R-LA) 
A resolution calling for the designation of Antifa as a domestic terror-
ist organization. 

7/17/2019 HR 3799 Judy Chu (D-CA-27) 
To amend the Immigration and Nationality Act to promote family 
unity, and for other purposes. 

http://www.bbm-dc.com/
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7/17/2019 HR 3797 
Earl Blumenauer (D-OR

-3) 

To amend the Controlled Substances Act to make marijuana accessi-
ble for use by qualified marijuana researchers for medical purposes, 
and for other purposes. 

7/17/2019 HR 3795 Karen Bass (D-CA-37) 

To enable incarcerated persons to petition a Federal court for a sec-
ond look at sentences longer than 10 years, where the person is not 
a danger to the safety of any person or the community, and has 
shown they are ready for reentry, and for other purposes. 

7/17/2019 S 2152 Ed Markey (D-MA) 
A bill to require a study and report on Coast Guard interdiction of 
illicit drugs in the transit zones, and for other purposes. 

7/17/2019 S 2151 Cory Booker (D-NJ) 

A bill to amend section 287 of the Immigration and Nationality Act to 
prohibit immigration officers and agents of the Department of Home-
land Security from wearing clothing or other items bearing the word 
"police". 

7/17/2019 S 2146 Cory Booker (D-NJ) 

A bill to enable incarcerated persons to petition a Federal court for a 
second look at sentences longer than 10 years, where the person is 
not a danger to the safety of any person or the community, and has 
shown they are ready for reentry, and for other purposes. 

7/17/2019 S 2144 John Cornyn (R-TX) 

A bill to require the Secretary of the Treasury to prepare a threat and 
operational analysis of the use of remittances by drug kingpins, crime 
syndicates, and other persons to finance terrorism, narcotics traffick-
ing, human trafficking, money laundering, and other forms of illicit 
financing, domestically or internationally. 

7/17/2019 S 2135 Tom Udall (D-NM) 
A bill to require U.S. Customs and Border Protection to perform an 
initial health screening on detainees, and for other purposes. 

7/16/2019 HR 3787 Scott Perry (R-PA-10) 
To amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to establish in the De-
partment of Homeland Security an Unmanned Aircraft Systems Coor-
dinator, and for other purposes. 

7/16/2019 HR 3777 Yvette Clarke (D-NY-9) 
To establish a National Commission to investigate the treatment of 
migrant families and children by the Trump Administration. 

7/16/2019 HR 3775 
Anthony Brown (D-MD

-4) 
To increase legal representation for certain aliens, and for other pur-
poses. 

7/16/2019 S 2132 James Lankford (R-OK) 
Promoting Security and Justice for Victims of Terrorism Act of 2019 - 
To promote security and provide justice for United States victims of 
international terrorism. 

7/15/2019 HR 3754 Justin Amash (I-MI-3) 
To amend the Controlled Substances Act to provide for a new rule 
regarding the application of the Act to marihuana, and for other pur-
poses. 

7/15/2019 S 2113 Jeff Merkley (D-OR) 
A bill to protect the health and safety of children in immigration de-
tention, and for other purposes. 

7/15/2019 S 2111 Kamala Harris (D-CA) 

A bill to amend title 18, United States Code, to provide that it is un-
lawful to knowingly distribute private intimate visual depictions with 
reckless disregard for the individual's lack of consent to the distribu-
tion, and for other purposes. 
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Upcoming Events/Conferences 
 

2019 National Opioid and Emerging Drug Threats Policy and Practice Forum 

July 18-19—Washington, DC 

 
Executive Leadership Seminar: Promises and Perils of Law Enforcement In-

formation Technology 

September 4-5—Sayreville, NJ 

 

Thomson Reuters Government Conference 

September 12—Washington, DC 

 

ASCIA 2019 Fall Conference 

October 24-16—Chicago, IL 

 

IACP 2019 

October 26-29—Chicago, IL 

 

National Fusion Center Association Annual Training Event 

November 5-7—Alexandria, VA 
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